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INSETS. 


The  Winter  Number  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  will 
be  published  on  the  last  Saturday  of  January  next,  and  we 
can  accept  for  insertion  therein  circulars  and  price-lists 
supplied  by  advertisers.  For  this  purpose  the  issue  is 
unique,  as  firms  have  the  opportunity  of  making  an  artistic 
and  effective  display  such  as  is  rarely  afforded  in  drug-trade 
journals.  It  is  specially  adapted  for  the  distribution  of 
facsimiles  of  show-cards,  counter  bills  and  illustrated  price- 
lists,  and  we  have  convincing  evidence  from  those  who  have 
entrusted  us  with  the  distiibution  of  such  things  on  former 
occasions  that  the  results  have  more  than  satisfied  them. 
This  is  due  to  the  high  respect  accorded  to  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist  as  a  trade  journal,  and  to  its  exceptional 
circulation  at  home  and  abroad.  The  publisher  will  supply 
particulars  regarding  insets,  and  we  recommend  those  who 
think  of  having  an  inset  to  communicate  with  him  early,  so 
that  instructions  may  be  given  to  printers  without  delay. 


POSTCARD  COMPETITION. 

Particulars  of  this  month's  competition  will  be  found  on 
p.  681  of  last  issue.  •„ .  . 


Summary 


The  Royal  College  of  Physicians  have  declined  to  admit 
women  to  the  L.R.C.P.  (p.  732). 

A  Glasgow  chemist  has  been  fined  42?.  for  infringement 
of  the  Medicine- Stamp  Act  (p.  726). 

The  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  have  decided  to  anneal  in 
the  Margate  pine-tar  soap  case  recently  reported  (p.  727). 

A  new  brand  of  quinine  of  English  manufacture  made 
its  appearance  at  the  London  drug-sales  this  week  (p.  742). 

Seven  chemists  and  druggists  have  been  chosen  as  Mayors 
for  their  respective  boroughs,  three  of  these  being  re-ekc- 
tions  (p.  737). 

A  portrait  of  M.  Berthelot,  the  French  chemist  ai  d 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  with  a  sketch  of  his  career,  ap- 
pears on  p.  733. 

We  give  further  particulars  regardirsr  the  irritating  pro- 
perties of  Primula,  obconica,  showicg  that  the  hair  leaves 
cause  the  trouble  (p.  731). 

Mr.  Harrison,  vice-President  of  the  Pharmaceu  ical 
Society,  gave  an  address  on  "  Pharmaceutical  Politics 
the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  last  week  (p.  723). 

Mr.  Kirkby  advocated  before  the  Manchester  Pharma- 
ceutical Association  greater  stringency  in  the  Preliminary 
examination,  and  the  meeting  generally  agreed  with  him 
(p.  735). 

The  North  London  Magistrate  has  dismissed  the  charge 
of  selling  mercurial  ointment  under  Pharmacopceia  strength 
in  one  of  the  cases  brought  before  him,  and  in  two  other 
cases  has  called  upon  the  defendant  chemists  to  pay  costs 
(p.  727). 

The  list  of  names  of  persons  to  be  struck  off  the  regii-tir 
of  chemists  and  druggists  and  pharmaceutical  chemist*, 
owing  to  their  addresses  being  incorrect,  is  smaller  than 
usual  this  year,  but  every  chemist  should  examine  it.  3 1  is 
on  p.  734. 

A  Sligo  chemist  sold  some  poisonous  sheep-dip  to  a 
farmer  for  application  to  cattle.  On  the  ground  that  he  did 
not  explain  its  nature  and  that  five  cattle  were  killed,  50^. 
damages  have  been  awarded  against  him.  The  chemist  is  to 
appeal  (p.  728). 

A  homceopathic  chemist,  known  as  "Dr.  Allen,"  who 
had  an  American  degree,  bat  had  never  been  in  America,  and 
could  not  say  that  he  had  ever  seen  an  internal  human  organ, 
has  been  censured  by  a  coroner's  jury  for  treating  a  child, 
who  died  (p.  714). 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  last  week,  Mr.  N.  F.  Wells,  junr.,  was 
elected  President,  Mr.  Downes,  vice-President.,  and  Mr. 
Biggs,  Honorary  Treasurer  of  the  Society  (p.  719).  We  give 
a  portrait  of  the  new  President  (p.  730). 

A  candidate  for  the  qualifying  examination  of  the  Irish 
Pharmaceutical  Society  having  been  refused  admission  to 
that  examination,  on  the  ground  that  his  certificate  of  service 
was  from  a  limited  company  and  not  from  a  firm  of  pharma- 
cists, has  applied  to  the  High  Court  in  Ireland  for  a  manda- 
mus (p.  726). 

A  prominent  Belfast  pharmacist  was  closely  questioned 
at  an  inquest  by  the  Coroner,  who  considered  he  bad  pre- 
scribed because,  in  his  discretion,  he  had  omitted  a  sedative 
from  a  mixture  he  had  supplied  to  a  man  under  the»in(luence 
of  drink.  The  jury  did  not  seem  to  share  the  Coroner's 
opinion  (p.  715).  .„ ._. 

.  The  first  evening  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
was  a  good  one.  Professor  H.  E.  Greenish  described  the 
histological  structure  of  a  chiretta  substitute,  and  Mr.  W. 
Martindale  read  a  paper  on  "  Decoctions  and  Infusions," 
advocating  uniformity  of  strength  (1  in  20)  and  shortenirg 
the  time.  The  discussion  on  the  latter  paper  turned  upcn 
ccncentrated  preparations,  and  Professor  Attfield  intimated 
his  willingness  to  favour  their  official  leccgniticn  under  the 
title  "  Essentia  "  (p.  721). 
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of  interest  to  the  trade.     He  will  be. 
§S                   further  obliged  if  such  paragraphs  be 
marked  in  all  cases. 
■   


Another  Burroughs  Memorial. 

Mrs.  Burroughs  has  intimated  to  the  authorities  at  the 
Livingstone  Cottage  Hospital,  Dartford,  which  was  founded 
by  the  late  Mr.  S.  M.  Burroughs,  that  she  is  having  a  life- 
shed  marble  bust  of  her  late  husband  executed.  When 
completed  it  will  be  presented  to  the  hospital,  and  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  to  place  it  in  the  men's  ward,  im- 
mediately above  the  brass  tablet  to  be  presented  by  the 
employes  of  Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co. 

A  Homoeopathic  Chemist  with  an  American  Degree. 

Mr.  Luxmoore  Drew  held  an  inquiry  at  the  Vestry,  Kensal 
Eoad,  on  November  9  with  reference  to  the  death  of 
Montague  James  White,  aged  two  months,  the  son  of  a  shop- 
assistant,  who  died  on  the  previous  Sunday.  The  mother 
■deposed  that  on  October  28  she  took  the  child  to  "Dr. 
Allen,"  who  gave  her  medicine  after  examining  the  baby, 
and  charged  her  Is.  for  it.  On  Wednesday  week  she  again 
took  the  child  to  his  shop,  when  he  remarked  that  it  was  in 
a  prostrate  condition,  and  she  would  have  to  get  medical 
attention  at  home.  Believing  him  to  be  a  fully- qualified  man 
she  asked  him  to  call,  which  he  did.  On  Sunday,  when  she 
sent  for  him  again,  the  child  was  dead.  The  next  day  he 
gave  her  a  certificate,  which  the  Registrar  refused.  Mr. 
Henry  Allen  was  called,  and  said  he  resided  at  521  Harrow 
Eoad,  and  had  been  a  chemist  and  druggist  since  1868,  and 
had  practised  homoeopathy  since  he  was  16  years  of  age.  He 
had  not  an  English  doctor's  diploma.  He  invariably  told 
people  that  he  was  not  a  qualified  man,  but  that  he  practised 
homceopathicaily,  and  believed  he  could  give  a  certificate. 
Ke  had  attended  the  lectures  at  the  London  Homoeopathic 
Hospital  for  three  years  and  obtained  their  certificate  of 
proficiency,  although  he  admitted  that  was  not  a  recognised 
school  of  medicine.  He  had  read  and  gained  his  knowledge, 
but  had  never  seen  a  post-mortem,  and  could  not  say  he  had 
ever  seen  a  human  lung  or  other  internal  organ.  He  had 
never  been  to  America,  but  had  been  granted  the  honorary 
degree  of  M  D.  of  Cincinnati.  Dr.  C.  J.  Beattie,  of  411  Harrow 
Eoad,  who  had  made  a  post-mortem-  examination,  said  that 
all  the  organs  in  the  chest  were  perfectly  healthy,  and  that 
death  was  due  to  exhaustion  from  irritation  of  the  stomach 
from  improper  feeding.  There  never  had  been  congestion  of 
the  lungs,  and  the  beef-tea  ordered  by  Mr.  Allen  whilst  the 
child  had  diarrhoea  would  make  it  worse.  There  was  nothing 
to  negative  the  fact  that  the  child  would  have  had  a  better 
chance  of  living  had  it  been  properly  and  medically  attended. 
The  jury  in  their  verdict  exonerated  the  parents  from  all 
blame,  and  censured  Mr.  Allen.  They  left  it  in  the  Coroner's 
hands  to  forward  the  facts  of  the  case  to  the  proper 
authorities. 

"Pure  Madness." 

On  Friday  Mr.  Wynne  E.  Baxter  held  an  inquiry  at  the 
Poplar  Town  Hall  relative  to  the  death  of  Charles  East,  a 
boy  of  9  years,  who  had  drunk  caustic  soda  out  of  a  ginger- 
beer  bottle,  thinking  it  contained  ginger-beer.  The  caustic 
soda  had.  been  procured  by  the  father  for  the  purpose  of 
destroying  fleas.  For  three  weeks  previous  to  his  death  the 
child  had  lived  entirely  on  milk  and  cod-  liver  oil,  as  he  was 
unable  to  swallow  solid  food.  The  body,  in  consequence, 
was  greatly  emaciated,  and  the  impression  of  the  jury  was 
that  it  was  a  case  of  absolute  starvation,  one  juror  remarking 
that  there  was  not  an  atom  of  flesh  on  the  body.  The  jury, 
in  returning  a  verdict  of  accidental  death,  added  that  the 
parents  were  deserving  of  censure ;  and  the  Coroner,  in  his 
remarks,  described  it  as  "  pure  madness "  to  bring  poison 
into  a  houpe  in  a  ginger-beer  battle,  and  leave  it  within  the 
r;ach  of  children. 


Gaieties, 

Dakin  Brothers'  Athletic  Club  had  a  Bohemian  smokicg- 
concert  at  the  Three  Nuns  Hotel,  Aldgate,  on  November  9. 
Between  the  parts  Mr.  J.  Atto,  who  presided,  distributed  the 
prizes  won  duiing  the  past  season. 

The  North- East  Lancashire  Chemists'  Association  had  a 
dinner  and  concert  at  Blackburn  on  the  evening  of 
November  7.  Mr.  Critchley,  the  President  of  the  Association, 
was  in  the  chair.    The  affair  was  a  great  success. 

The  Plymouth  chemists  have  arranged  to  hold  a  pharmacy 
ball  at  the  Freemasons'  Hall  in  January  next.  Mr.  H.  O. 
Westcott  is  hon.  sec.  for  the  committee,  and  a  number 
of  well-known  local  chemists  have  consented  to  act  as 
stewards. 

The  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  have  arranged  a 
series  of  three  Cinderella  dances,  to  be  held  at  the  Portman 
Rooms  on  December  19, 1895,  January  28, 1896,  and  April  23, 
1896.  Mr.  H.  H.  Robins,  59  Capel  Road,  Forest  Gate,  E.,  is 
the  honorary  secretary  of  the  dance  committee. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Swansea  and  District  Chemists' 
Association  was  held  at  the  Longlands  Hotel  last  week,  Mr. 
N.  M.  Grose  presiding.  About  a  dozen  members  were  pre- 
sent. The  evening  was  pleasantly  spent  with  music,  songs, 
and  speeches.  During  the  evening  one  guinea  was  voted 
from  the  funds  of  the  association  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Benevolent  Fund. 

On  Saturday  evening,  November  9,  Mr.  Alan  Hicks  enter- 
tained at  dinner  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  Mr.  Francis 
Yates,  Mr.  Robert  Yates,  and  the  staff  of  Messrs.  Davy,  Yates  & 
Hicks  in  celebration  of  his  approaching  marriage.  Mr. 
Hicks  occupied  the  chair.  During  the  evening  Mr:  Wallis 
proposed  the  health  of  the  chairman,  and  on  behalf  of  the 
employes  of  the  firm  offered  him  as  a  wedding  present  a  pair 
of  handsome  vases  and  a  pair  of  ewers  made  of  Doulton 
ware.  Mr.  Hicks  returned  thanks  for  the  good  wishes  and 
present. 

The  sixth  annual  dinner  of  the  Brighton  Junior  Associa- 
tion of  Pharmacy  was  held  on  November  8  at  the  Cafe 
Royal,  Brighton,  about  forty  assembling.  The  President  of 
the  Association  (Mr.  F.  T.  Grindley)  occupied  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  W.  Martindale,  F.C.S.,  President  of  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference,  was  the  guest  of  the  evening.  The 
toasts  included  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain,"  proposed  by  Mr.  W.  W.  Savage,  and  responded  to  by 
Mr.  Martindale ;  "  The  Brighton  Association  of  Pharmacy," 
submitted  by  Mr.  A.  T.  Jeeves,  and  acknowledged  by  Mr. 
W.  H.  Gibson  and  Mr.  F.  T.  Grindley ;  and  "  The  Visitors." 
A  musical  programme  was  sustained  by  Messrs.  A.  E.  Cole- 
man, Price,  Lander,  H.  Hedgcock,  and  others.  Mr.  W.  W. 
Savage,  in  proposing  "  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  referred 
to  Mr.  Martindale  as  the  archbishop  of  pharmacy,  remark- 
ing that  as  churchmen  rely  on  their  prayer-book,  so  does  a 
pharmacist  look  to  his  "  Martindale."  Mr.  Martindale,  in 
replying,  claimed  to  represent  both  the  examining  and  the 
registering  body.  He  spoke  of  examinations,  and  then 
referred  to  further  legislation,  and,  touching  the  "  company  " 
question,  said  he  thought  they  would  be  able  to  do  some- 
thing to  make  things  better,  but  they  had  to  be  exceedingly 
careful  so  as  not  to  lose  more  than  gain.  He  thought  that 
all  chemists  should  be  eligible  for  the  Council  whether 
Major  or  Minor  men,  and  that  the  two  degrees — "  associates  " 
and  "  members  " — should  be  merged  in  one. 

Photographic  Estimates. 
The  Bridges  Committee  of  the  London  County  Council 
reported  on  Tuesday  last  that  it  was  necessary  for  the 
bridges  belonging  to  the  Council  to  be  photographed,  as 
questions  have  arisen  involving  the  Council's  interests  in  the 
structures  and  their  approaches.  Estimates  were  invited 
from  photographers,  and  Mr.  Dibdin,  chemist  to  the  Council, 
was  also  invited  to  quote  a  price  if  he  was  willing  to  under- 
take the  work.  Mr.  Dibdin  said  to  take  100  photographs, 
24  inches  by  18  inches  direct,  would  cost  207Z.,  including  90Z. 
for  camera,  lens,  &c ,  and  151.  for  travelling-expenses.  The 
lowest  tender  received  was  128Z.  3s.  if  negatives  were  given 
up  to  the  Council,  and  121Z.  3s.'  6d.  if  lebained  by  the 
photographer.  This  estimate  was  sent  in  by  Messrs. 
Spooner  &  Co.    As  need  often  arises  for  structures  belonging 
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to  the  Council  to  be  photographed,  the  committee  con- 
sidered it  necessary  for  the  camera,  &c,  to  be  purchased,  and 
thought  it  advisable  for  the  work  to  be  assigned  to  Mr. 
Dibdin  to  be  carried  out.  A  12-inch  by  10  inch  camera  was 
previously  purchased  by  the  Council  for  use  by  the  chemical 
department. 

Charges  of  False  Pretences. 

Harry  Clowes,  alias  Henry  Castleton,  chemist's  assistant, 
of  Leek,  Staffordshire,  and  Alice  Brittan,  alias  Alice  Brown, 
a  young  woman  respectably  connected,  from  Lynn,  have 
been  charged  at  the  North  Holland  Petty  Sessions  with 
having  obtained  food  and  lodgings  by  false  pretences  from 
two  landladies  at  Swinesheid  and  Gosberton.  According  to 
the  evidence  they  went  to  the  houses,  and,  representing 
themselves  to  be  husband  and  wife,  engaged  a  bedroom 
and  sitting-room.  The  man  represented  himself  to  be  a 
directory-agent.  After  staying  a  day  or  two  they  went  out 
and  did  not  return.  Prisoners  were  committed  for  trial  at 
the  Assizes. 

■  Drug-contracts. 

The  governors  of  the  Hereford  General  Infirmary  have 
accepted  the  tsnder  of  Messrs.  Herring  &  Co  for  the  supply 
of  drugs  (wholesale),  and  that  of  Mr.  T.  W.  Clarke  for  drugs 
(retail)  for  the  ensuing  three  months. 

Made  Good  Use  of  his  Time. 

William  Stevens,  originally  a  diver,  was  obliged  to  go  into 
Toxteth  Workhouse  through  ill-health.  Employed  in  the 
dispensing  department,  he  made  such  good  use  of  his  opportu- 
nities that  he  passed  the  Assistants'  examination  of  the  Dublin 
Apothecaries'  Hall,  and  has  now  obtained  an  appointment  as 
dispenser  to  Woolwich  Union  at  a  salary  of  901.  a  year,  with 
free  house. 

Shoplifting  at  Reading. 
The  woman  Mayers  was  charged  on  remand,  on  Novem- 
ber 8,  at  Beading,  with  stealing  a  toothbrush  from  the  shop 
of  Messrs.  John  Cross  &  Co.,  the  Pioneer  Drug  Stores, 
Reading.  Mr.  S.  Brain,  who  represented  the  prisoner, 
handed  in  proof  of  her  previous  irreproachable  character, 
stating  that  she  had  been  trusted  with  many  valuables,  and 
had  never  before  been  suspected  or  found  guilty  of  dis- 
honesty. Mr.  Brain  called  evidence  to  this  effect.  Mr. 
Knowles,  of  the  prosecuting  firm,  said  they  did  not  prose- 
cute for  the  sake  of  a  shilling  toothbrush ;  they  took  the 
matter  up  as  a  preventive  measure  to  others,  therefore  he 
did  not  wish  to  press  the  charge.  The  Bench  severely 
admonished  the  prisoner,  cautioned,  and  discharged  her. 

Another  case  came  before  the  Reading  Magistrates  on 
November  12,  Ellen  Vicars  being  charged  with  stealing  a 
smelling-bottle  and  some  soap,  value  3.s.  9d.,  the  property  of 
Mr  John  A.  Powell,  chemist.  The  prosecutor  said  that  at 
about  6.30  on  the  evening  of  the  previous  day  prisoner  came 
into  the  6hop  and  asked  for  a  pennyworth  of  pills.  Witness's 
assistant  served  her,  and  immediately  after waids — before  the 
prisoner  left  the  shop — the  articles  were  missing  from  the 
counter.  He  accused  the  woman  of  the  theft,  but  she 
denied  it.  He  threatened  to  search  her,  and  she  then  pro- 
duced the  bottle,  saying  "  I  did  take  it."  She  subsequently 
acknowledged  havir"  stolen  the  cake  of  soap  and  pills.  To  the 
policeman  who  arrested  her  she  offered  to  pay  the  next  day, 
and  then  said  she  took  the  articles  because  she  was  in  great 
want  and  very  hungry.  She  now  pleaded  guilty,  and,  the 
prosecutor  not  pressing  the  case,  she  was  bound  over  to  come 
up  for  judgment  if  called  upon. 

The  Charge  against  a  Jersey  Chemist. 

M.  Camille  Hazart,  on  bail  on  a  charge  under  the  Criminal 
Law  Amendment  Act,  appeared  before  the  Mayor  of  St. 
Helier  on  November  11.  Owing  to  the  absence  of  an 
important  witness,  the  Sub-Sheriff  of  the  Royal  Court  of 
Jersey,  the  case  was  again  adjourned.  It  is  now  said  it  may 
fall  tnrough. 

Carbolic-acid  Poisonings. 

Wm.  Taylor  Raynor  took  a  quantity  of  carbolic  acid  at 
Civersham,  near  Reading,  last  week,  and  died  from  the 
effects. 

Janet  Abling,  a  widow  in  Liverpool,  44  years  of  age,  and 
subject  to  epileptic  fits,  ended  them  on  Saturday  last  by 
taking  carbolic  acid. 


Annie  Griffin,  35,  wife  of  an  official  employed  at  Euston 
Station,  drank  some  carbolic  acid  on  November  9,  and  was 
taken  to  the  University  College  Hospital,  where  she  died 
from  the  effects  of  the  poison. 

Hearing  and  Speech. 

The  Christmas  course  of  lectures,  adapted  to  a  juvenile 
auditory,  at  the  Royal  Institution,  will  be  delivered  this  year 
by  Professor  J.  G.  McKendrick,  F.R.S.,  Glasgow.  The  sub- 
ject will  be  "  Sound,  Hearing  and  Speech,"  and  the  lectures 
will  be  experimentally  illustrated.  The  first  lecture  will  be 
delivered  on  Saturday,  December  28,  at  3  o'clock. 

The  Store -man  Thinks. 

In  the  Shoreditch  County  Court,  on  November  12,  before 
Judge  French,  QC,  Mr.  Woods,  a  cabinetmaker,  sued  the 
proprietor  of  Bishop's  Drug-stores  for  8?.  0?.  Id.,  for  show- 
cases supplied.  There  was  a  question  of  allowance  fcr 
returned  packing-cases  and  work  said  to  be  incomplete. 
Defendant  said  it  was  the  custom  in  the  trade  to  allow  the 
same  amount  for  returned  packing-cases  as  charged  on  the 
invoice.  Defendant  was  under  the  impression  that  he 
ordered  a  movable  glass  shelf  in  the  bottom  compartment 
in  one  of  the  showcases  supplied,  but  this  plaintiff  strenu- 
ously denied.  His  Honour  said  that  the  case  .was  very  clear 
from  the  evidence.  It  was  a  case  of  one  man  thinking  and 
another  knowing.  Verdict  for  plaintiffs  for  32.  Qs.  Id.,  over 
and  above  51.  paid  into  court. 


The  Belfast  Coroner  on  Chemists  Prescribing 
An  inquest  has  been  held  at  Belfast  concerning  the  death 
of  a  man  named  Mallon,  who  had  committed  suicide  by 
cutting  his  throat.    A  principal  question  raised  was  whether 
any  blame  attached  to  Mr.  Montgomery,  chemist,  Royal 
Avenue,  Belfast,  who  had  supplied  some  medicine  to  the 
deceased  a  day  or  two  before  his  death.    The  man,  it 
appeared,  was  in  the  habit  of  going  on  the  spree  occasion- 
ally, and  at  such  times  would  drink  very  heavily.    He  had 
had  some  medicine  prescribed  for  him  in  1891  containing 
spirit  of  ammonia  and  a  sedative,  and  this  had  been  dis- 
pensed frequently  by  Mr.  Montgomery.    Two  days  before 
his  death  he  called  on  Mr.  Montgomery,  and  asked  for  his 
bottle.    The  latter,  in  his  evidence,  said  he  saw  the  roan 
wasi  suffering  from  drink.    The  deceased  told  witness  be 
had  been  taking  from  fourteen  to  sixteen  glasses  a  day. 
Witness  told  him  he  should  see  a  doctor,  and  told  him  that 
he  could  not  give  him  the  bottle.    He  then  asked  witness 
to  give  him  a  sleeping-draught,  and  he  said  that  would  be 
worse  than  the  bottle.    He  then  asked  for  something  to- 
steady  the  nerves.    Witness  knew  that  there  was  sal  volatile 
in  the  bottle,  and  he  gave  him  the  small  bottle,  and  told 
him  to  show  it  to  the  doctor.    He  came  the  next  day,  and 
asked  for  the  bottle,  but  witness  again  refused  to  give  it  to 
him,  lest  he  should  drink  it  all.    The  medicine  in  the  bottle 
would  have  been  equivalent  to  a  tablespoonfnl  cf  whisky. 
Mr.  Montgomery  said  he  did  not  prescribe  for  the  deceased. 
His  reason  for  giving  him  thi3  bottle  instead  of  the  prescrip- 
tion was  to  avoid  the  risk  of  an  accident.    The  Coroner,  in 
summing  up,  said  it  appeared  from  the  evidence  of  the 
medical  men  that  the  deceased  was  temporarily  insane  when 
he  committed  suicide.    The  jury  had  to  consider  whether 
any  person  not  a  qualified  medical  man  had  the  right  to  give 
medicine  to  a  man  in  the  state  in  which  th'm  man  was  at; 
the  time.    If  such  practice  was  allowed  he  was  afraid  the 
death-rate  would  be  considerably  increased.    The  questioa 
was  whether  Mr.  Montgomery  prescribed.    They  had  the 
evidence  clearly  before  them  that  the  battle  which  he  gave 
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this  man  contained  medicine  which  two  medical  men  swore 
was  not  proper  medicine  to  give,  although  they  must  re- 
member that  they  said  the  medicine  did  not  produce 
insanity,  It  it  had  there  would  have  been  criminal  respon- 
sibility on  Mr.  Montgomery.  The  doctors  said  they  would 
never  ucder  the  circumstances  have  given  such  medicine. 
He  (the  Coroner)  considered  that  Mr.  Montgomery  had 
prescribed  medicine  for  the  deceased.  A  portion  of  the  pre- 
scription was  stimulants,  and  he  left  out  the  sedative.  To 
his  mind  this  was  clearly  prescribing.  It  was  perfectly 
clear  that  if  it  was  allowed  to  continue  the  medical  pro- 
fession would  be  of  no  use,  because  people  would  be  going 
into  the  shops,  and  without  any  examination  getting  medi- 
cine that  would  probably  kill  them.  Mr.  Montgomery 
occupied  a  high  position  in  the  city,  but  he  thought  in  cases 
of  that  kind  it  was  not  right  and  proper  for  him  to  take  out 
a  portion  of  the  prescription  and  give  it  to  the  man  without 
having  sent  him  to  the  medical  gentleman  who  wrote  out 
the  prescription  He  bad  no  doubt  he  was  actuated  by 
right  motives.  The  jury  found  that  the  deceased  committed 
suicide  while  temporarily  insane,  and  they  added  a  rider 
stating  that  there  wa?  no  blame  to  be  attached  to  anyone. 

Doctor  and  Patient. 
Dr.  Hadden,  against  whom  a  verdict  for  100Z  damages  was 
given  at  Dublin  some  time  ago  for  improperly  diagnosing 
as  smallpox  a  case  of  erythema  nodosum,  has  appealed  to 
the  Exchequer  Division  to  have  the  verdict  quashed  on  the 
ground  of  misdirection.  The  plaintiff,  a  Rathmines  draper, 
named  Mason,  alleges  negligence  and  unskilful  treatment  of 
the  patient,  a  shop-girl  in  his  employment.  The  defendant 
denies  the  allegations.    The  case  is  not  yet  concluded. 

Pyrotechnical  Accident. 

On  the  occasion  of  a  fete  at  Yougbal  recently,  Mr.  Carey, 
proprietor  of  a  large  drug,  oil,  and  general  concern,  gave  a 
display  of  fireworks.  Unfortunately,  a  lad  ramed  Collins 
lost  his  eyesight,  and  on  bis  behalf  an  action  is  now  pet  ding 
for  damages.  Plaintiff  alleges  that  through  the  negligence 
of  the  defendant  a  rocket  exploded  prematurely.  Defendant 
denies  this,  and  avers  that  the  accident  occurred  during  a 
scramble  by  a  number  of  boys  for  the  possession  of  a 
rocket. 

Medical  Charges  Denied. 

The  Cookhill  Board  of  Guardians  contradict  and  declare 
publicly  as  untrue  an  article  which  appeared  recently  in  the 

British  Medical  Journal  concerning  their  workhouse. 

Not  a  Polite  Way  of  Putting  it. 
In  the  Court  of  Appeal,  Dublin,  on  Monday  last,  in  the 
case  of  Pembroke  v  Warren,  the  right  to  establish  a  private 
hospital  in  Filzwilliam  Square  was  contested.  Plaintiff 
relied  on  a  clause  in  the  agreement  which  precludes  the 
carrying  on  of  a  chemist's  or  apothecary's  business,  or  any 
other  offensive  trade.    The  Court  reserved  judgment. 

Pharmaceutical  Chemists'  and  Apothecaries'  Assistants 
;   j,,  Association. 

The  smoking  concert,  organised  by  this  Association,  was 
held  at  tbe  Bijou  Theatre,  Dublin,  on  November  8.  The 
entertainment  was  highly  successful,  the  performances  of 
Messrs.  Lynch,  Leslie,  and  Corcoran  being  particularly  note- 
worthy. Mr  Cornoran  was  responsible  for  the  stage- 
management,  in  which  he  acquitted  himself  excellently.  Mr. 
O.  May  presided  at  the  piano. 


The  French  Inland  Eevenue  Laboeatoby — It  is 
stated  that  the  French  Minister  of  Finance  will  shortly  bring 
a'  Bill  before  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  with  a  view  to 
ob'aining  parliamentary  authorisation  to  sell  by  auction  an 
important  block  of  butldiDgs  in  Rue  Cambon,  Paris,  which 
are  valued  at  a  minimum  of  100, 000?  The  building  in 
question  con'ains  the  Chemical  Laboratory  of  th9  Inland 
Revenue,  which,  it  is  now  found,  is  in  too  close  proximity  to 
:>  portion  of  the  French  Archives.  If  the  sale  is  eff  acted  the 
Laboratory  will  b3  removed  to  the  Rue  St.-Honore  and  the 
Archives  in  question  to  the  Palace  of  Versailles.  A  portion 
it  the  money  resulting  from  the  sale  will  be  devoted  to 
injpr6v!rg  the  S'ate  match  manufactories. 


Pharmaceutical  Bailies. 

Mr.  William  Burns,  chemist  and  druggist,  Ayr,  has  been 
elected  junior  bailie  of  that  ancient  burgh.  Mr.  Burns  had 
filled  the  post  ad  interim,  and  was  unanimously  reappointed. 

Mr.  William  Doig  and  Mr.  Daniel  J.  McKinnon,  chemists 
and  druggists,  Dundee,  have  been  elected  bailies  of  the  city. 
Both  gentlemen  have  formerly  had  seats  on  the  Bench  on 
several  occasions,  and  the  only  other  Dundee  chemist — Mr. 
D.  H.  Ferrier — is  also  a  bailie. 

The  Kirkcaldy  Town  Council  have  elected  Mr.  John 
Peebles,  chemist  and  druggist,  as  a  bailie  of  the  burgh. 
In  proposing  Mr.  Peebles,  Councillor  Fergusson  said  he  was 
sure  that  he  would  see  that  the  sentences  at  the  police 
court  were  in  keeping  with  the  crime,  and  that  mercy  as 
well  as  justice  was  meted  out  to  those  who  came  before 
them.  Four  gentlemen  were  nominated  for  three  vacancies, 
and  Mr.  Peebles  was  placed  at  the  top  with  twenty-two 
votes. 

Personal. 

Mr.  Charles  Kerr,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Dundee,  is  the 
subject  of  a  cartoon- port  rait  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Piper  o' 
Dundee.  The  portrait  is  an  excellent  likeness.  Mr.  Kerr 
has  been  in  business  in  Dundee  since  1861.  Previous  to 
that  he  was  at  the  Glasgow  Apothecaries'  Hall  and  with 
Messrs.  Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co.,  Edinburgh.  He  has  one 
of  the  best  businesses  in  Dundee,  but  he  has  found  time  to 
give  pharmacy  generally  the  benefit  of  his  abilities,  having 
served  on  the  Committee  of  the  Chemists'  Trade  Association 
and  as  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Executive  of  the  North  British 
Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  He  still  retains  a 
seat  on  the  Executive.  Mr.  Kerr  is  President  of  the  local 
chemists'  association,  and  although  that  body  is  rarely  heard 
of,  any  time  Mr.  Kerr  has  been  called  upon  to  guide  its 
public  functions  he  has  shown  himself  to  be  an  efficient 
chairman. 

Castor  Oil  v.  Medicated  "Wines. 
At  the  Deer  District  Licensing  Court  last  week  Mr.  Alex. 
Gall,  chemist  and  druggist,  High  Street,  Fraserburgh,  applied 
for  a  grocer's  licence,  and  Mr.  Tarras,  solicitor,  stated  that 
this  was  needed  for  the  sale  of  wines.  He  pointed  out  the 
peculiar  position  of  the  law  as  laid  down  by  the  recent  Edin- 
burgh cases  in  which  chemists  and  grocers  were  placed  in 
relation  to  the  sale  of  medicated  wines.  A  grocer  could  not 
sell  these,  and  a  chemist  could  not  sell  them  without  a 
licence.  Mr.  Milne,  solicitor,  appeared  on  behalf  of  resi- 
dents in  the  district  to  oppose  the  licence.  He  said  it 
was  for  the  justices  to  say  whether  they  would  give  this  man 
libei  ty  to  sell  medicated  wines,  and  so  deprive  the  community 
of  purchasing  castor  oil  or  pills  on  Sunday.  If  he  got  this 
licence  he  must  close  his  place  on  Sunday.  He  had  ap- 
peared a  few  years  ago  asking  a  licence  for  this  same  place, 
but  at  that  time  their  Honours  had  refused.  The  circum- 
stances were  unchanged.  The  application  was  unanimously 
refused. 

Alloged.  Slander  against  Bovril  (Limited). 

B  ovril  (Limited)  have  raised  an  action  before  Lord  Kj  llachy, 
in  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  against  William  Russell, 
printer  and  publisher  of  The  East  of  Fife  Record  and  Adver- 
tiser. Anstruther,  in  which  they  claim  2,000i.  for  alleged 
slarider.  The  pursuers  say  that  on  September  13  the  defen- 
dant published  in  his  paper  a  paragraph  haviDg  reference  to 
a  bowling-club  bazaar  which  contained  a  statement  the 
effect  of  which  the  plaintiffs  say  was  to  represent  that  the 
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(flesh  of  old  worn-out  horses  was  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
Bovril.  That  was  the  meaning  they  further  allege  which 
was  conveyed  to  the  people  in  the  district  in  which  the 
paper  circulates,  and  the  result  had  been  that  the  sale 
of  Bovril  had  diminished  in  some  parts  of  Scotland.  The 
defendant  denies  that  the  paragraph  was  intended  to  repre- 
sent that  the  basis  of  the  plaintiff's  manufacture  was  horse- 
flesh. He  says  it  was  apparent  to  anyone  reading  it  that  it 
was  conceived  in  a  spirit  of  banter,  and  directed  at  certain 
individuals  in  the  district  who  had  distinguished  themselves 
by  drinking  large  quantities  of  Bovril  at  the  Bowling  Club 
bazaar,  and  it  was  not  understood  by  anyone  in  the  district 
in  the  sense  in  which  the  plaintiffs  represent  it.  He  says 
whenever  he  knew  the  plaintiffs  were  annoyed  he  stopped 
the  circulation  of  the  issue  and  offered  an  apology.  Lord 
Kyllachy  ordered  issues  for  the  trial  of  the  action  by  jury. 

Osmotic  Pressure. 

Professor  Crum  Brown  delivered  the  presidential  address 
a,t  the  openiDg  of  the  winter  session  of  the  Edinburgh  Uni- 
versity Chemical  Society  on  Monday.  He  took  for  the  sub- 
ject of  his  address  "  Osmotic  Pressure,"  and  said  the  first 
■idea  of  osmosis  conveyed  to  the  minds  of  scientific  men  was 
revealed  about  the  middle  of  last  century,  when  the  Abbe 
Nullett  observed  the  phenomenon,  but  nothing  like  a  law  of 
osmosis  was  obtained  until  1877,  when  Frauber  made  certain 
observations  which  had  an  important  bearing  upon  physical 
and  chemical  questions.  The  investigations  were  mostly 
made  at  first  in  the  interests  of  biology,  and  they  could 
•easily  see  how  if  the  bad  membranes  situated  in  the  glands  and 
substances  were  secreted  in  the  glands  through  these  mem- 
branes, it  was  of  great  interest  to  the  biologist,  the  zoologist, 
and  the  chemist  to  find  out  how  that  sort  of  thing  went  on. 
Professor  Crum  Brown  described  the  Frauber  cell,  made  by 
covering  the  ends  of  tubes  with  a  mixture  composed  of 
tannin  and  beta- gelatine.  Pfeifler,  the  botanist,  still  farther 
perfected  the  method.  Professor  Cram  Brown  explained 
the  principle,  and  said  that  it  is  the  same  as  the  law  that  the 
pressure  of  a  gas  and  its  volume  were  universally  propor- 
tional. He  further  demonstrated  that  there  was  now  no 
need  for  applying  this  system  to  obtain  the  osmotic  pressure 
of  any  particular  solution.  It  was  obtained  by  the  use  of 
barometric  tubes,  the  operation  of  which  he  explained. 

Glasgow  Wholesale  Chemist's  Personalty. 

The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Brodie,  wholesale  chemist 
and  druggist,  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Brown  Brothers  &  Co  , 
35  and  37  Washington  Street,  Glasgow,  and  who  resided  at 
10  Binnie  Place,  Glasgow,  has  been  lodged  with  the  SherifE- 
"Clerk  of  Lanarkshire  It  shows  Mr.  Brodie's  personalty  to 
have  amounted  to  1,8602. 


Jfrencb  IKlews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.') 


Treating  Opium  poisoning  with  Coffee. — It  is  reported 
that  a  Dr.  Simons,  a  country  physician,  has  met  with  success 
hv  treating  a  girl,  10  years  old,  with  hypodermic  injections 
(30  drops)  of  very  strong  coffee  in  a  case  of  accidental 
poisoning  with  a  paregoric  containing  opium.  Her  breathing 
and  pulse  quickened  after  the  fourth  injection,  and  in  a  few 
hours  she  was  out  of  dangar.  In  the  event  of  no  hypodermic 
syringe  being  available,  enemata  of  coffee  are  recommended. 

Nationalities  in  Bacilli.— M.  Duclaux  (M.  Pasteur's 
successor)  has  come  out  with  a  fantastic  discovery,  which 
he  reported  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  on  Monday  last. 
Comoaring  the  observations  of  M.  Grimbert  with  those  of 
Mr  Frankland,  he  finds  that  the  French  broncho-pneumonia 
bacillus  behaves  in  a  different  way  to  its  Eaglish  relative. 
Both  produce  the  same  disease,  but  they  secrete  different 
products.  Possibly  this  may  be  M  Daclaux's  delicate  way 
of  suggesting  a  criticism  on  some  of  the  observations 
reported. 

Testing  Milk  by  Freezing  it.— A  communication  was 
presented  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  last  Monday  from  M 
Winter,  the  chief  of  M  Hayem's  laboratory,  at  the  Faculty 
of  Medicine,  on  the  constancy  of  the  freez'ng  of  organic 


liquids.  M.  Winter,  who  has  specially  investigated  serum 
and  milk,  has  observed  that  the  freezing-point  of  organic 
liquids  is  invariably  0  57°  below  that  of  pure  water,  whatever 
the  origin  of  the  liquid  may  be.  He  suggests  from  this  a 
sure  and  convenient  means  of  recognising  the  adulteration 
of  milk  with  water.  This  discovery  demonstrates  that,  in 
conformity  with  the  law  formulated  by  Van  t'Hoff,  all  the 
fluids  of  the  body  contain  for  a  similar  measure  of  water  an 
equal  number  of  molecules. 

Strychnine  Injections  against  Alcoholism. — Certain 
medical  men  are,  it  appears,  endeavouring  to  introduce  here 
the  treatment  of  alcoholism  by  means  of  hypodermic  injec- 
tions of  sulphate  of  strychnine.  The  dose  is  recommended 
to  commence  with  one  milligramme  per  day,  which  can  be 
increased  gradually  to  six  in  the  course  of  a  week,  but  this 
latter  amount  should  never  be  exceeded.  The  strychnine  is 
given  in  a  4  per-mille  solution.  In  cases  of  delirium  tremens, 
&c,  the  drug  is  said  to  be  a  sovereign  remedy.  Dr. 
Dujardin  Beaumetz  and  other  French  doctors  experimented 
some  time  ago  with  this  remedy,  but  little  seems  to  have 
been  done  with  it  in  France  so  far.  [  Che  remedy  has  been 
tried  in  Russia  and  other  countries,  and  has  practically  fallen 
into  disuse. — Ed.  C.  %  D.~] 

Report  on  Vaccination.— A.t  the  Academy  of  Medicine 
recently  M  Hervieux  read  the  annual  report  on  vaccination. 
He  called  particular  attention  to  the  remarkable  efficacy  of 
revacoination.  These  have  been  undertaken  on  a  large  scale 
and  have  succeeded  in  quickly  arresting  the  progress  of  the 
small  pox  epidemic  that  prevailed  in  Paris  from  1893  to  1894. 
He  further  stated  that  the  mortality  in  this  city  from  the 
sams  malady  has  almost  entirely  disappeared  since  June  1894 
to  the  present  time.  A  small-pox  epidemic  at  Marseilles,  he 
asserted,  which  had  not  been  attacked  with  the  same  vigour 
as  in  Paris,  has  continued  to  increase  instead  of  decreasing. 
M.  Hervieux,  in  dealing  with  some  of  the  objections  to 
vaccination,  declared  that  soientific  experiments  have  suffi- 
ciently proved  the  innocuityani  effectiveness  of  lymph  taken 
from  the  calf  for  direct  vaccination.  He  adds  that  numerous 
researches  made  up  to  the  present  time  have  not  led  to  the 
certain  discovery  as  to  what  is  the  pathogenical  agent  of 
vaccine,  but  its  existence  can  be  affirmed  with  confidence. 


3n£uan  IRcws. 

{From  our  own  Correspondent.) 


Veterinary  Surgery  in  India. — The  members  of  the 
Bengal  Veterinary  Institution  held  a  meeting  recently  to 
protest  against  the  decision  of  the  Government  to  establish 
a  complete  Civil  Veterinary  Service  in  India  by  the  Rjvenue 
and  Agricultural  Department.  One  of  the  resolutions  was 
that  the  Subordinate  Veterinary  Service  might  be  made  a 
pensionable  one,  that  veterinary  assistants,  in  coarse  of  time, 
by  passing  some  special  examination,  might  be  allowed  to 
lise  to  the  grade  of  inspecting  officers,  and  the  pay  and  pony 
allowance  recommended  by  the  Veterinary  Conference  for 
the  former  might  be  grantel,  and  that  they  might  be  allowed 
to  carry  on  private  practice. 

A  Business  Change.  —The  pharmacy  of  Messrs.  Thomson 
&  Taylor,  dispensing  and  manufacturing  chemists,  of 
Bombay,  has  recently  passed  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  C.  B. 
Robinson,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  has  had  the  manage- 
ment of  the  firm's  extensive  business  during  the  last  two 
years.  Mr.  Robinson  brings  to  the  business  a  large  and 
varied  experience,  he  having  been  for  ten  years  with  Messrs. 
Treacher  &  Co.  (Limited).  Tne  many  friends  of  Mr.  Robin- 
son in  Bombay  are  offering  him  their  congratulations  at  his 
good  fortune  in  obtaining  the  proprietorship  of  one  of  the 
handsomest  and  most  charmingly-placed  pharmacies  in  the 
"  Gorgeous  East."  The  shop  is  situated  in  the  broad  aod 
elegant  boulevard  "  Rampart  R)w,"and  immediately  opposite 
the  University  Gardens  and  the  Esplanade  Hotel. 

The  Sale  of  Poisons — Two  or  three  papers  on  the 
Sila  ov  Poisons  in  India  were  read  before  the  meeting  of  the 
Indian  Medical  Congress  last  year,  and  as  an  outcome  of 
these  the  Government  and  judicial  authorities  have  made 
suggestions  to  local  Governments  with  a  view  of  introducing 
some  simple  regulations  for  con'rollicg  the  sale  of  poLonr. 
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Most  of  the  Indian  papers  have  recently  been  discussing  the 
question,  and  while  it  is  generally  admitted  that  any  regula- 
tions would  be  impracticable  in  the  many  small  towns  and 
outlying  villages,  it  is  thought  that  those  towns  which 
possess  a  municipality  might  make  a  start  in  the  desired 
direction  by  compelling  all  vendors  of  poisons  to  take  out  a 
licence,  and  that  no  licensees  should  sell  a  poison  (1)  without 
the  prescription  of  a  medical  man,  and  (2)  without  registering 
the  name  and  address  of  the  purchaser. 

"Chemists  and  Druggists." — Apparently  in  sympathy 
with  the  movement  I  observe  that  the  Medical  Record  calls 
attention  to  the  large  number  of  shops  in  and  around 
Calcutta  which  have  on  the  front  the  striking  title 
"  Chemists  and  Druggists,"  while  most  of  the  persons  who 
conduct  these  establishments  are  innocent  of  qualifications. 
The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  most  of  these  persons  are 
ex-civil  compounders,  who  may  be  good  enough  for  a 
certain  class  of  dispensing,  but  have  not  that  general 
knowledge  which  is  required  of  those  who  keep  open  shop 
for  the  sale  of  all  the  medicines,  &c,  required  by  the  public. 
The  Record  considers  "  that  the  Compounders  Act  is 
practically,  and  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  dead-letter, 
and  that  it  is  a  cruel  and  sinful  farce  to  place  power  over 
life  and  death  in  the  hands  of  illiterate  men  who  were 
totally  incapable  of  holding  the  solemn  trust  reposed  in 
them,  and  few  indeed  of  whom  know  what  incompatibles 
are,  while  very  many  have  a  happy  knack  of  substituting 
trashy  or  expended  drugs  in  place  of  the  medicines  pre- 
scribed." 


£raoe  motes. 


Solazzi.— Chemists  and  druggists  may  have  observed 
that  the  British  agents  for  the  well-kncwn  "  Solazzi  "  brand 
liquorice-juice  are  pushing  it  by  judicious  advertising  in  the 
newspapers,  and  it  will  be  good  business  to  keep  up  stock 
of  it.  Their  latest  advertisements  are  quite  catching  and 
refreshing  when  associated  with  such  an  old-fashioned 
remedy  for  colds. 

The  Blackfriars  Photographic  and  Sensitising 
Company,  Surrey  Row,  SB.,  are  to  publish  a  "Photo- 
grapher's Pocket- diary  and  Exposure  Note  book  for  1895" 
Mr.  E.  J.  Wall  is  to  edit  it,  and  it  will  contain  a  lot  of 
useful  information,  with  room  for  over  350  exposures.  It 
will  be  published  at  Is.  Chemists  who  do  the  photographic 
trade  should  see  it. 

Mr.  T.  H,  Harrison,  of  40  Hatton  Garden,  EC,  the 
maker  of  featherweight  xylonite  eye-caps,  has  introduced 
a  new  one,  the  surface  of  which  is  covered  with  flesh- 
colour  watered  silk.  This  style  looks  better  than  the  plain 
xylonite  surface,  and  we  are  not  surprised  to  hear  that  Mrs. 
W.  E.  Gladstone  has  written  in  glowing  terms  of  the 
advantage  which  this  eye-cap  has  been  to  her  husband. 

There  has  just  been  published  by  a  Brighton  firm  an 
illustrated  pamphlet  on  South  London  similar  to  those 
which  are  got- up  for  most  provincial  towns.  Orje  of  the 
firms  to  whom  a  large  space  is  given  is  Messrs.  Powell  & 
Barstow,  58  Blackfriars  Road,  E  C,  the  manufacturers  of 
elastic-gum  surgical  instruments,  &c.  Their  business  was 
founded  by  Messrs.  W  Hurlstorje  &  Co  in  1830,  and  since 
they  acquired  it  Messrs.  Powell  &  Birstow  have  much 
developed  it,  and  have  really  made  it  a  druggists'- sundries 
business,  while  keeping  the  surgical  department  in  pace  with 
modern  ideas. 

Liegig's  Company's  Peptone  of  Beef. — We  do  not 
recall  anything  in  tne  extract-of-beef  line  which  has 
iaterested  us  so  much  as  the  introduction  by  the  Liebig's 
Extract  of  Meat  Company  of  a  peptone  of  beef  prepared 
according  to  Kemmerich's  method.  The  chief  point  about 
the  novelty  is,  we  consider,  the  remarkably  low  price  at 
which  the  peptone  is  placed  upon  the  market,  and  the  st3ps 
which  the  company  are  taking  to  maintain  the  prices. 
(Seeadvt.  in  C  %  D  of  November  9,  p.  ii.)  The  peptone  is 
put  up  handsomely,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  prepare 
in  the  home  so  nutritious  a  food  at  such  a  low  rate  as  the 
retail  prices.  Other  notable  points  about  the  peptone  are — 
(1)  its  flavour,  which  is  excellent ;  (2)  its  high  percentage  of 


albumoses  ard  peptones,  never  less  than  45  per  cent. ;  and 
(3)  the  fact  that  the  quality  of  the  peptone  is  controlled  by 
Professors  von  Pettenkofer  and  von  "Voit.  The  peptone  can 
be  used  for  making  ordinary  beef- cup,  as  well  as  a  nutrient 
for  invalids,  and  as  a  nightcap  for  those  who  are  troubled 
with  insomnia  it  deserves  recommendation.  We  note  that 
the  agents,  Messrs.  Corneille  David  &  Co.,  9  &  11  Fenchurch 
Avenue,  E.C.,  make  a  point  of  supplying  the  peptone  through 
chemists  and  druggists,  who  may  obtain  from  ttem  full 
particulars  of  the  cutting- prevention  scheme. 

Menthol  Snuff. — Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co. 
have  recently  adopted  a  new  size  and  stjle  for  their  menthol 
snuff,  the  container  being  a  black  enamelled  box  just  large 
enough  for  carrying  in  the  vest  pocket,  and  retailing  at  6d. 
It  is  an  excellent  "  extra  "  for  winter  trade,  for  there  are  few 
things  so  efficacious  and  plea?ant  to  use  in  the  treatment  of 


cold  in  the  head,  or  incipient  catarrh.  The  principal  con  - 
stituents of  the  snuff  are  menthol,  ammonium  chloride, 
camphor,  cocaine,  and  lycopodium.  The  cocaine  is  present 
to  the  extent  of  £  per  cent.  While  the  snuff  will  be  a  good 
retail  "  extra,"  it  may  also  occur  in  prescriptions  as 
"Insufflatio  mentholatis  comp.  B.  W.  &  Co."  The  above 
illustration  shows  the  exact  size  of  the  box.       c  — — 

Caird'S  Steel-barrels  — In  reporting  upon  the  Brewers' 
Exhibition  we  called  attention  to  the  stamped  steel-barrels 
made  by  the  Iron  and  Steel  Plant  Company  (Limited), 
Barrow-in-Furness,  under  Caird's  patent.  We  now  illustrate 
the  barrels,  for  we  think  there  are  many  uses  to  which  retaii 
and  wholesale  druggists  may  put  them.  Fig.  1  we  give  as 
an  illustration  of  the  shape  of  the  barrels,  this  being  one  o£ 


Fig.  1.  Fig-  2. 


the  smallest  size  (5  and  10  gallons),  but  the  sizes  go  up  to 
40  gallons,  and  two  or  more  pieces  of  steel  are  used  in 
making  them,  according  to  the  size.  The  joints  are  perfect 
and  of  great  strerjgth,  and  although  the  barrels  are  com- 
paratively light  (ic-,  not  heavier  than  wood),  they  stand  a 
pressure  of  15  lb.  to  the  square  inch.  They  are  adapted  for 
oils,  varnishes,  syrups,  spirituous  liquids,  &c,  and  for  solids 
and  semi-solid  substances  are  made  with  removable  head, 
and  may  be  obtained  with  a  lining  of  pure  tin,  tin  and  lead . 
or  copper,  or  with  the  natural  black  steel  surface.  Fig.  2 
shows  the  adaption  of  the  barrel  for  the  storage  of  burning- 
oil,  a  small  pneumatic  pump  giving  a  steady  flow  when 
required.  Drums  are  also  made  for  the  same  purpose.  The 
great  strength,  neatness,  and  portability  of  the  barrels  com- 
mend them  to  druggists,  and  we  may  add  that  they  are  as 
cheap  as  the  cumbrous  wood-barrels,  and  never  need 
coopering.  The  manufacturers  have  an  offi.ce  at  2  Crown 
Court,  Old  Broad  Street,  E.C. 
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Ipbarmaceutlcal  ©octets  of  3relano* 


THE  monthly  meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  on  Novem- 
ber 6  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin.  Present :  Mr. 
William  Haves  (outgoing  President)  in  the  chair,  Mr.  Beggs 
(outgoing  Vice-President),  and  Messrs.  Grindley,  Conyng- 
ham,  Baxter  (Coleraine),  Lyons  (Belfast),  Bernard,  W.  F. 
Wells,  Turkington  (Cookstown),  Downes,  Montgomery 
(Belfast),  Kelly,  Simpson.Charles  Evans,  and  Tichborne. 

The  Marquis  op  Waterford. 

The  President,  referring  to  the  death  of  the  Marquis  of 
Waterford,  said  that  when  the  Pharmacy  Amendment  Act 
was  in  hand  six  years  ago  the  Marquis  rendered  great  assist- 
ance to  the  deputation  which  went  to  London  from  the 
Council.  He  received  them  on  successive  days  at  his  house, 
postponed  private  engagements  in  order  to  devote  his  time 
to  their  business,  and  by  his  able  assistance  rendered  the 
Amendment  Bill  very  much  what  they  wished.  He  (the 
President)  therefore  moved  the  following  resolution  : — 

The  President  and  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland 
desire  to  convey  to  the  Marchioness  of  Waterford  and  her  family 
their  sincere  and  heartfelt  sympathy  with  them  in  their  great 
affliction.  The  Council  feel  that  by  the  death  of  the  noble  Lord 
they  have  lost  a  good  friend  ;  and  they  can  never  forget  the  great 
assistance  he  rendered  to  the  Society  at  the  passing  of  the  Amend- 
ment Act  of  1890. 

Mr.  Wells  seconded  the  motion,  remarking  that  the  late 
Marquis  was  a  nobleman  in  every  sense  of  the  word  ;  and 
the  vote  of  condolence  was  passed  in  silence. 

Mr.  Wells  as  President. 

Mr.  Hayes  said  he  had  now  to  vacate  tli8  position  of 
President,  which  duriDg  the  last  five  years  he  had  enjoyed 
through  their  kindness.  They  had  passed  through  diffi- 
culties and  troubles  during  that  time,  and  he  had  to  thank 
one  and  all  for  their  courtesy  and  for  the  assistance  they 
had  given  him.  He  had  at  the  same  time  a  resolution  to 
propose.  Mr.  Wells  would  have  been  unanimously  elected 
President  last  year  but  for  his  recent  ill-health,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  at  the  time  he  did  not  feel  able  to  under- 
take the  onerous  duties  of  the  position.  The  unfortunate 
accident  to  his  eye  then  occurred  ;  but  they  all  rejoiced  at 
seeing  him  amoDgst  them  again.  He  (Mr.  Hayes)  had, 
therefore,  great  pleasure  in  proposing  Mr.  William  F.  Wells, 
jun.,  as  President  of  the  Society.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Beggs  seconded  the  motion.  In  Mr.  Wells,  he  said, 
they  would  have  a  President  who  would  devote  his  abilities 
to  the  welfare  of  the  Society,  and  would  work  conscientiously 
for  the  licentiates  of  the  Society  as  well  as  for  the  chemists 
and  druggists. 

The  motion  was  unanimously  passed,  and 

Mr.  Wells  took  the  chair  as  President,  and  thanked  the 
'members  of  the  Council  for  the  honour  they  had  conferred 
on  him,  and  also  Mr.  Hayes  and  Mr.  Beggs  for  their  kind 
words.  Had  he  con.  'ilted  his  own  feelings  he  would  not 
have  accepted  the  office ;  but  their  late  President  and  several 
other  members  of  the  Council  urged  him  to  do  so,  and  he 
did  not  like  to  shhk  any  duty  that  fell  upon  him.  As  far 
as  the  druggists  were  concerned,  he  opposed  very  strongly 
the  last  Bill,  but  once  passed  he  accepted  it  loyally,  as  he 
was  bound  to  do,  and  he  did  not  see  now  why  there  should 
not  be  union  between  the  two  sets  of  men.  Personally  he 
should  like  to  see  some  druggists  on  the  Council,  and  if  suit- 
able men  should  be  brought  forward  he  hoped  that  means 
would  be  found  of  putting  them  on.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Downes  as  Vice-President. 

Mr.  Beggs  then  moved,  and  Mr.  Hayes  seconded,  the 
election  of  Mr.  Downes  as  Vice-President. 

The  President  expressed  his  gratification  at  the  proposal, 
and  the  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and 

Mr.  Downes  returned  thanks  for  the  honour. 

Thanks. 

The  Presides t,  in  mo-uig  a  vole  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Hayes 
for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  he  had  conduoteJ  the 


business  of  the  Society  during  his  term  of  office,  said  they 
were  all  agreed  that  he  had  given  satisfaction  to  the  Society 
generally,  and  had  in  every  case  dons  what  he  thought  was 
for  the  best.  (Applause.) 

The  Vice-President  seconded  the  motion,  which  was 
unanimously  passed,  and 

Mr.  Hayes,  in  returning  thanks,  expressed  the  obligation 
he  felt  to  some  four  or  five  members  of  the  Council, 
who  had  constantly  given  up  their  evenicgs  to  committee 
business.  He  should  specially  mention  Mr.  Grindley,  who 
was  hardly  ever  absent  from  the  committees  to  which  he 
belonged. 

Mr.  Conyngham  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Beggs,  the 
late  Vice-President.  This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Bernard, 
and  passed  unanimously,  and 

Mr.  Beggs  thanked  the  Council  for  their  vote. 

The  Treasurership. 

Mr.  Hayes  read  a  letter  which  he  had  received  from  Mr. 
Hodgson,  the  late  honorary  treasurer,  who,  while  expressing 
thanks  for  the  vote  passed  to  him  at  the  annual  meeting, 
said  he  was  unable  to  alter  his  decision  to  resign  the  office 
of  Honorary  Treasurer.  In  the  letter  he  strongly  recom- 
mended the  Council  not  to  expend  their  fnnds  in  law  suits 
except  in  cases  of  flagrant  violations  of  the  law.  On 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Hayes,  seconded  by  Mr.  Grindley,  Mr. 
Beggs  was  elected  honorary  treasurer. 

Auditors. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Baxter,  seconded  by  Mr.  Conyng- 
ham, Messrs.  Grindley  and  Simpson  were  re-elected  auditors. 

Mr.  Hodgson's  Services. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Baxter,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hayes, 
the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  passed  : — 

That  we  learn  with  the  deepest  regret  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Hodgson 
as  Treasurer,  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Society,  and  whose 
services  have  been  so  freely  rendered  for  its  benefit.  We  now 
tender  him  our  sincerest  thanks  for  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
carried  out  the  duties  of  that  office. ,  We  recognise  the  deep 
interest  he  took  in  the  formation  of  the  Society,  the  practical 
intelligence  lie  brought  to  bear  on  all  questions  of  finance,  and  in 
the  settling  of  the  Society  in  what  is  now  a  suitable  and  per- 
manent house  ;  and  we  trust  he  will  allow  his  name  still  to  remain 
a  member  of  the  Council,  and  that  as  often  as  he  finds  it  con- 
venient he  will  give  us  the  benefit  of  his  counsel  at  the  Council 
meetings. 

TnE  Committees 
were  then  appointed  as  follows  : — 

Lam  Committee. — Messrs.  Beg;s,  Conyngham,  Grindley, 
Haves,  Lyons,  Montgomery,  and  Ryan. 

Certificates  Committee. — Messrs.  Beggs,  Conyngham,  Grind- 
ley, Hayes,  Lyons,  Montgomery,  and  Ryan. 

House  and  General  Purposes  Committee. — Messrs.  Bernard, 
Evans,  Grindley,  Simpson,  Professor  Tichborne,  and  Turking- 
ton. 

School    Committee  Messrs.   Bernard,   Evans,  Grindley, 

Simpson,  Turkington,  and  Professor  Tichborne. 

Declarations  Committee. — Messrs.  Beggs,  Grindley,  Hayes, 
Montgomery,  and  Turkington. 

The  Reduction  ov  Penalties. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Dougherty,  Clerk  of  the  Privy  Council, 
enclosed  a  copy  of  a  memorial  from  John  J.  Noone,  of  Clare- 
morris,  praying  for  the  reduction  of  a  fine  of  51.  which  had 
been  imposed  on  him  for  selling  arsenic,  contained  in 
"  Cooper's  Sheep-dipping  Powder,"  without  being  qualified  to 
do  so ;  and  requested  the  observations  of  the  Council 
thereon. 

The  President  :  If  they  reduce  any  more  fines  we  must 
send  a  deputation  to  the  Privy  Council  to  try  to  stop  it,  for 
if  it  goes  on  there  will  be  no  earthly  use  in  continuing 
prosecutions. 

The  Registrar  read  Mr.  Noone's  memorial.  It  stated 
that  on  July  12  last  he  was  prosecuted  by  Acting-Sergeant 
Curmac,  and  pleaded  guilty  through  his  solicitor.  He  had 
been  selling  sheep-dip,  he  said,  since  1871,  without  conceal- 
ment, and  he  was  unaware  that  he  had  been  contravening 
any  Act  of  Parliament  by  so  doing;  and  he  informed  the 
police  early  in  the  present  year  that  he  was  doing  so.  He 
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was  qualiiyiLg  tuinseu  tor  tbe  legal  sale  of  poisors,  and  he 
referred  to  recommendations  in  his  favour  of  two  magis- 
trates, Sir  H.  Lynch  Blosse  and  Mr.  McDermott,  E  M.  The 
Registrar  said  that  a  report  about  (be  case  bad  also  been 
sent  by  ActiDg-Sergeant  Cormac,  in  which  he  stated  that  Mrs. 
Noone  informed  him  that  her  husband  "knew  from  the 
papers"  that  he  should  be  registered  before  he  could  legally 
sell  the  article  in  question. 

The  Vice- Pbesident  :  Did  he  receive  any  cautionary 
notice  1 

Mr.  Hayes:  I  do  not  think  that  anyone  who  has  not 
received  a  cautionary  notice  has  been  proceeded  against, 
except  in  one  case,  and  in  that  case  we  only  asked  for  a 
nominal  fine. 

The  Pbesident  :  If  he  was  cautioned  it  would  be  sufficient. 
It  appears  that  his  wife  said  he  knew  that  he  was  doing 
wrong,  and  yet  he  did  it.  Can  the  Registrar  tell  us  whether 
he  was  cautioned  or  Dot  ? 

Mr.  Febball  said  Mr.  Noone  tad  not  been  cautioned. 

Tbe  case  was  referred  to  the  Law  Committee,  with  an  in- 
struction that  they  should  forward  a  copy  of  Sergeant 
Cormac's  report  to  tbe  Privy  Council,  and  state  that  the 
expense  which  had  been  incurred  in  the  prosecution  would 
Dot  be  covered  by  the  fine. 

The  Pbivy  Council  re  R.  C.  Maesh all. 

The  Registbab  next  read  the  letter  which  bad  been 
received  from  the  Privy  Council  office,  notifying  the  sitting 
of  tbe  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  on  Novem- 
ber 2,  at  which  tbe  application  of  the  Council  to  have  the 
name  of  Richard  C.  Marshall,  of  Dungannon,  removed  from 
the  register  of  chemists  and  druggists  was  beard. 

The  Pbesident  said  the  notice  requested  the  Council  to 
attend.  On  the  day  previous  to  the  sitting  they  asked  Mr. 
Clay  could  he  appear  for  them,  and  he  said  he  believed  he 
could.  When  the  case  came  od,  however,  a  banister  objected 
to  his  being  heard,  and  the  Privy  Council  ruled  that  he 
could  not  be  heard.  He  (the  President)  then  made  his 
statement.  Most  of  the  members  bad  seen  the  report 
of  what  occurred.  Several  of  the  Justices  made  strong 
statements  against  them,  and  one  in  particular  said 
that  they  brought  forward  the  case  and  then  ran  away. 
They  would  not  allow  him  (the  President)  to  say  anything 
touching  the  case  before  them,  and  the  mouths  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  who  attended  were  sealed.  That  appeared 
rather  extraordinary,  when  they  had  reported  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council  that  this  man  had  been  con- 
victed twice.  They  had  a  letter  of  his,  in  which,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  first  case,  he  promised  that  if  they  would  deal 
leniently  with  him  he  would  not  offend  again.  In  the  face 
of  that  undertaking  he  continued  to  dispense  prescrip- 
tions. An  opinion  appeared  to  be  abroad  that  they  sent 
persons  broadcast  through  the  country  who  called  on  all  the 
registered  druggists  and  tiied  to  get  them  to  break  the  law. 
They  did  not  do  anything  of  the  sort.  It  was  only  in  cases 
in  which  they  got  some  information  that  they  inquired  into 
the  matter,  and  got  evidence  through  their  inspector.  In 
the  case  in  question  the  defendant  said  to  the  inspector, 
"  You  know  I  am  not  allowed  to  do  it ;  bat  I  am  able  to  do 
it,  and  I  will  do  it  tor  you."  The  question  for  the  Council  to 
decide  now  was  whether  they  would  take  any  further  action 
in  this  case.  It  was  a  very  serious  matter  that  the  Privy 
Council  should  take  up  such  an  attitude  towards  them. 

The  Registbab  read  the  notice  of  the  sitting,  which  had 
been  received  from  the  Privy  Council  office,  dated  October  17, 
in  which  it  was  stated  that  "  all  persons  interested  and 
entitled  to  be  heard  may  appear  in  person  or  by  counsel." 

Mr.  Beggs  :  Will  they  hear  us  again,  if  we  are  represented 
by  Mr.  Clay? 

The  Pbesident  said  that,  as  it  was  the  first  time  the 
Council  had  made  such  an  application,  he  thought  their 
object  would  be  served  by  letting  the  matter  drop. 

Mr.  Tubkington  said  the  case  had  aroused  a  great  deal 
of  feeling  in  the  North  of  Ireland.  It  was  thought  that  the 
Council  had  pressed  the  case  to  tbe  bitter  end.  To  wipe  a 
man's  name  from  the  register,  and  take  away  his  means  of 
livelihood  was  considered  very  severe  indeed  ;  for  depriving 
him  of  the  power  of  selling  three  or  four  dozen  of  poisons 
really  meant  taking  away  his  business,  and  stamping  him 
out.  He  (Mr.  Turkington)  understood  that  he  was  very  well 
off ;  but  if  his  circumstances  had  been  different,  and  if  the 


order  had  been  made;  against  him,  the  shock  of  it  might 
have  shortened  his  days.  He  did  not  see  why  the  two  classes 
should  not  act  in  harmony,  although  the  druggists  might 
have  to  consider  themselves  as  an  alienated  body. 
The  Pbesident  :  No. 

Mr.  Tubkington  :  I  would  like  to  see  the  druggists  dealt 
with  in  a  friendly  spirit,  so  that  we  may  work  together  for 
the  keeping  of  the  law  and  for  the  good  of  each  other. 

The  Vice-Pbesident  said  it  ought  to  be  known  that  when 
they  asked  Mr.  Clay  on  Friday  last  to  appear  for  them  he 
said  he  was  not  clear  as  to  whether  he  could  or  not.  The 
opinion  of  the  members  present  was  tbat,  as  they  only  wanted 
the  Privy  Council  to  admonish  Mr.  Marshall,  and  to  make  it 
known  through  the  country  that  such  a  measure  could  be 
put  in  force,  they  should  not  go  to  the  expense  of  engaging 
counsel;  in  fact,  they  preferred  that  the  case  should  fall 
through — as  it  did — rather  than  that  they  should  seriously 
endeavour  to  have  Mr.  Marshall's  name  taken  off  the  roll. 
Their  object  in  bringing  the  case  forward  was  to  show  that 
such  a  punishment  was  in  reserve,  and  would  be  inflicted  in 
a  suitable  case.  At  the  same  time  they  were  in  the  dark  all' 
through  as  to  the  mode  of  procedure. 

■  The  Pbesident  :  We  discussed  the  question  as  to  getting 
counsel,  and  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  if  they  would 
not  hear  Mr.  Clay  or  me  we  would  let  the  matter  drop,  believ- 
ing that  it  would  have  the  desired  effect. 

Mr.  Hayes  said  the  members  of  the  Council  were  invited 
to  appear  before  the  Pi  ivy  Council  "  in  person,"  and  he 
understood  that  to  mean  that  any  member  of  the  Council 
could  appear  there  representing  the  body.  It  was  correct 
that  they  did  cot  wish  to  do  anything  harsh  to  Mr.  Marshall, 
but  only  to  make  it  known  through  the  country  that  those 
who  deliberately  continued  to  break  the  law  would  be 
punished  for  it ;  and  if  Mr.  Marshall  were  made  a  public 
example  of  it  might  be  hard  on  him,  but  it  would  have 
a  salutary  effect  on  law-breakers.  He  (Mr.  Hayes)  thought 
the  Council  should  not  allow  what  had  occurred  to  pass  in 
silence.  They  were  asked  to  appear  there,  and  when  they 
did  appear,  not  wishing  to  do  anything  harsh,  their  repre- 
sentative was  refused  a  hearing;  and  the  Society  was  severely 
rebuked  for  having  brought  the  matter  before  them. 

The  Pbesident  :  And  for  running  away. 

Mr.  Tubkington  :  The  Privy  Council  looked  on  it  as  a> 
very  severe  thing  indeed  to  seek  to  wipe  a  man  out  of- 
existence.  It  was  condemned  by  the  druggists  of  the  North. 
They  thought  there  would  be  no  pressing  of  the  case. 

The  Pbesident  :  I  can  only  say  that  the  druggists  of  the 
North  and  the  druggists  of  the  South  have  it  in  their  power? 
to  work  in  harmony  with  the  pharmaceutical  chemists  ;  but 
when  I  find  a  druggist  putting  his  hand  into  the  pocket  of 
the  pharmaceutical  chemist,  and  taking  the  bread,  and  the 
butter  too,  from  the  family  of  the  latter,  I  think  it  very  fine- 
indeed  for  the  druggist  to  tell  the  Privy  Council  that  we 
want  to  take  his  bread.  I  have  proof  positive  that  some  very 
eminent  druggists  in  the  North  of  Ireland  are  compounding 
prescriptions.  Do  you  use  your  influence  to  stop  that : 
but  as  love  as  we  know  that  such  a  thing  is  done  in  the 
North  of  I.  eland  you  cannot  expect  us  to  submit  to  it. 

Mr.  Tubkington:  I  would  say,  fine  them,  every  one. 

The  Vice- Pbesident  said  that  as  regarded  Mr.  Marshall 
he  thought  the  case  must  be  dropped ;  but  he  would  move, 

That  the  Council  regretted  the  circumstances  under  which  their 
request  to  have  the  name  of  Mr.  R.  C.  Marshall  erased  from  the 
register  of  druggists  had  not  been  regularly  brought  before  the- 
Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council ;  and  that  the  Law 
Committee  draft  and  forward  a  letter  to  the  Privy  Council 
expressing  their  regret,  and  asking  to  be  guided  as  to  any  regula- 
tions that  it  was  in  their  power  to  make  under  Section  35  of  ths- 
Pharmacy  Act  of  1875. 

Mr.  Hayes,  in  seconding  the  motion,  said  the  Council 
should  show  that  they  had  done  nothing  wrong,  but  had 
received  a  wroDg  in  being  found  fault  with  for  doing  their 
duty. 

The  motion  passed  unanimously. 

Examinees  and  Examinations. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  : — 

Preliminary  Examination.— Sparkhall  Brown,  B  A.  Lon., 
11  Martello  avenue,  Kingstown,  and  H.  C.  Tweedy,  M.D  , 
F  R.C.P.,  7  Clare  Street,  Dublin. 
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Botany  and  Materia  Medici  in  Licence  Exzmination. — 
John  Smith,  M.P.S  1 ,  3  Terenue  Road,  Rathgar. 

Registered,  Druggists'  Elimination  at  Dublin. — Thomas 
W.  Robinson,  M.P.S.I.,  12  Clarinda  Park  North,  Kingstown. 

Registered  Druggists'  Examination  at  Belfast. — D.  I. 
McKinney,  M.D.,  L.P.S.I.,  72  Wellington  Park,  Lisburn  Road, 
Belfast. 

Mr.  Evans  :  What  are  you  going  to  do  about  a  registered 
druggists'  examination  at  Cork  1 

The  President  :  We  have  had  no  application  from  Cork, 
and  we  are  not  bound  to  hold  an  examination  unless  they 
tiave  twelve  candidates. 

Reports  from  the  examiners  were  laid  on  the  table,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  at  the  Preliminary  examination 
■eighteen  candidates  out  of  twenty-four  passed  ;  that  in  the 
•examination  for  the  Licence  five  out  of  thirteen  candidates 
passed ;  that  at  the  Dublin  examination  for  registered 
druggists  one  candidate  presented  himself  and  passed  ;  and 
"that  at  the  same  examination  in  Belfast  eleven  candidates  out 
of  thirteen  passed,  these  being,  the  examiner  stated,  the  best 
batch  of  men  he  had  ever  had  before  him. 

Mr.  Tubkington  said  he  thought  the  Council  might  en- 
large the  scope  of  the  registered  druggists'  examination. 
The  English  part  of  it  might  be  extended ;  a  greater 
number  of  specimens  might  be  made  the  subject  of  exami- 
nation, and  the  students  should  be  required  to  give  the 
terminations  of  the  names  of  medicines,  and  to  be  able  to 
apply  the  Pharmacopoeia  tests. 

The  President  :  Mr.  Tarkington  and  I  had  a  conversation 
about  this  matter,  and  I  asked  him  to  bring  it  before  the 
"Council  informally  to-day.  If  the  Council  of  their  own 
motion  were  to  make  this  examination  stiff  sr  it  might  be 
said  that  we  were  too  hard  on  the  druggists  ;  but  now  that 
Mr.  Turkiogton  has  initiated  the  subject  we  shall  put  it  in 
shape  for  the  next  Council  day.  I  think  the  examination 
is  not  at  all  what  it  should  be,  or  whit  the  rules  allow  it 
io  be. 

The  following  resolution,  which  had  been  passed  at  the 
recent  general  meeting,  was,  on  the  motion  of  the  Vies-  Pre- 
sident, referred  to  the  House  and  General  I'arposes  Com- 
mittee and  the  Law  Committee  : — 

That  it  be  a  recommendation  to  the  Council  that  all  persons  who  hive 
passed  the  Preliminary  Eximinition  be  elected  students  of  the 
Soeiety  at  a  fee  to  be  decided,  and  with  such  privileges  as  miy  be 
considered  desirable,  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Duggan,  of  Britain  Street,  Dublin,  was  nomi- 
nated for  membership. 

Other  business  having  been  disposed  of  the  Council  ad- 
journed. 


IRew  Books. 


A.ikman,  0.  M.  Milk :  its  Nature  and  Composition.  A  Handbook  on  the 
■■Chemistry  and  Bacteriology  of  Milk,  Butter,  and  Cheese.  Crown  8vo.  Pp. 
194.   3s.  Sd.  (Black.) 

Andom,  R.  Industrial  Explorings  in  and  around  London.  With  illus- 
trations by  T.  M.  R.  Whitwell.  8vo.  Cloth.  Pp.  295.  3i.  6d.  (James 
Clarke  &  Co.) 

Davis,  J.  R.  A.  Elemmtary  Physiology.'^yZmo.  Pp.  224.  2s.  (Blac'.de's 
Science  Text-books.)  (BlaeKie.) 

Gambaro,  R.  Lessons  in  Commerce :  a  Text-book  for  Students.  Revised 
and  edited  by  James  Gault.  2nd  edit,  revised.  Crown  8vo.  rPp.  250.  3s.  6<2. 
<Lockwood.) 

Hall,  F.  Amateur  Photography:  hnw'Jo'become  an  unsuccessful  Amateir 
Tlie  experience  of  Dxllm-yer  Ross  Jones,  Esq.  Illustrated.  Oblong  4to.  Pp° 
32.   Sewed.   Is.   (Bell  &  S.) 

Kaposi,  Moriz.  Pathology  and  Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  for 
Practitioners  and  Students.  With  84  illustrations.  Translation  of  the 
last  German  edition,  under  the  supervisionjof  James  C.  Johnston,  M.D. 
Oloyal  8vo.   Pp.  702.   25s.  (Bailliere.) 

Lewes,  V.  B.  Sereice  Chemistry:  Being  a  short  manual  of  chemistry  and 
its  applications  in  the  naval  and  military  \serckes.  2nd  and  revised  edit. 
Illustrated.   8vo.   Pp.574.   15».  (Whittingham.) 

MSller's  Operative  Veterinary  Surgery.  ^Translated  and  edited  from  the 
second  enlarged  and  improved  edition  of  1894,  by  Jno.  A.  W.  Dollar, 
M.R.C.V.S.   Royal  8?o.   Pp.  758.   21s.    (Douglas,  Edinburgh.) 

Pearman,  T.  H.,  and  Moor,  0.  G.  Aids  to  the  Analysis  of  Food  and  Drugs. 
Post8vo.   Pp.160.  Cloth.  3i.  6d.  (Baiffiere.) 

Roberts,  M.  The  Adoenlares  of  a  Ship's  Doctor.  Crown  8vo.  6i. 
(Downey.) 


£be  Winter  Session, 


PHARMACEUTICAL   SOCIETY  OF  GREiT  BRITAIN, 

An  evening  meeting  was  held  at  17  B'oomsbury  Square 
W.C  ,  on  Wednesday,  at  8  o'clock.  The  Ptesident,  Mr.  M' 
Carteighe,  was  in  the  chair,  and  the  first  paper  read  was  by 
Professor  H.  E.  Greenish  on  the 

Histological  Structure  of  Andrographis 
Paniculata. 

This  plant  is  a  chiretta  substitute,  which  was  the  subject  of 
a  recent  description  by  Mr.  J.  S  Ward.  It  does  not  resemble 
chiretta  very  closely,  for  it  is  thinner  and  greener — indeed, 
as  Professor  Greenish  said,  it  is  more  like  broom  tops.  He 
threw  upon  the  screen  a  photograph  of  a  herbarium 
specimen,  showing  opposite,  lanceolate  leaves,  and  (still 
adhering  to  the  branches)  the  calyx  of  the  flower.  Then 
followed  a  longitudinal  section  of  the  stem,  towards  the 
surface  of  which  characteristic  cystoliths  appear;  these  are 
green  (owing  to  deposition  of  chlorophyll),  and  on  treatment 
with  acids  the  cystoliths  dissolve  and  effervesce.  They 
are  really  situated  in  the  epidermis,  and  in  shape  are  oblong, 
although  some  are  rounded.  Little  rings,  which  are  the 
remains  of  stomata,  are  also  characteristic  of  the  stem- 
epidermis.  Cystoliths  are  observable  also  in  leaf-epidermis, 
with  few  stomita  in  the  upper,  but  many  in  the  under 
surface,  and  occasionally  glands  and  their  ringed  remains, 
such  as  are  seen  in  the  stem- epidermis.  A.  transverse 
section  of  the  leaf  shows  that  the  cystoliths  are  all  situated 
in  the  epidermis.  We  may  say  here  that  the  glands  are 
composed  of  four  secreting-cells.  Another  peculiarity  is 
that  the  cells  within  the  endodermis  are  filled  with  long 
fibres,  which  are  really  an  example  of  cell-division,  the 
mother-cell  dividing  into  a  number  of  daughter-cells, 
which  do  not  separate,  and  thus  give  the  appear- 
ance of  a  bundle  of  minute  fibres.  If  the  lower  portion 
of  the  stem  is  macerated  in  potash  the  fibres  may 
be  separated  as  a  tuft,  or  entirely  from  one  another. 
This  is  a  striking  peculiarity  of  some  members  of  this 
natural  order.  Professor  Greenish  also  spoke  of  the  glands 
found  upon  the  calyx,  which  are  larger  and  have  a  more 
cup-shaped  mass  of  secretirg  cells.  Finally,  the  Professor 
pointed  out  that  the  cystoliths  are  found  only  in  one 
natural  order,  and  the  fibre-bundles  only  in  the  Acanthaceae. 

The  discussion  upon  the  paper  was  opened  by  Mr.  J.  S. 
Ward,  who  said  he  noticed  at  that  day's  sale  the  same  plant 
exhibited  by  the  same  broker,  so  that  it  had  not  been 
detected.  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  followed,  stating  that  the 
plant  is  largely  used  in  India  as  a  bitter,  and  it  is  highly 
esteemed,  for  it  is  more  p'easant  to  taste  than  chiretta,  being 
aromatic.  It  is  official  in  the  Indian  Pharmacopoeia.  "But 
it  is  not  chiretta,"  chimed  in  the  President.  "  Not  our 
chiretta,  but  a  chiretta."  Then  Professor  Attfield  said 
that  in  communications  from  India  he  was  told  that  it  is  a 
cheap  substitute  for  chiretta,  but  there  is  a  desire  to  recog- 
nise it  for  local  purposes  and  as  a  distinct  drug.  The 
President  closed  the  discussion  by  commenting  upon  the 
importance  of  pharmacognostic  histology,  and  his  brief 
reference  to  Professor  Greenish's  ability  in  that  department 
was  received  with  a  hearty  clapping  of  hands. 

Mr.  Wm.  Martindale  then  read  a  paper  on 

Decoctions  and  Infusions. 

The  object  of  the  paper  was  to  put  forward  suggestions  for 
improving  the  B.P.  processes  for  making  these,  especially  in 
the  direction  of  shortening  the  processes  and  making  them 
uniform.  Mr.  Martindale  had  not  much  to  fay  about  con- 
centrated preparations  used  as  substitutes  for  the  fresh 
aqueous  decoctions  and  infusions,  simply  stating  that  the 
latter  are  finer  in  flavour  than  the  former,  and  exemplifying 
that  by  refeience  to  tea  and  coffee.  The  author  then  called 
attention  to  two  long  tables,  in  which  he  recorded  the  results 
of  preparing  by  the  B  P.  methods  and  those  which  he  sug- 
gested. So  far  as  decoctions  are  concerned  his  idea  is  to 
make  them  all  1  in  20,  boiling  all  ten  minutes,  and  u&ing  to 
begin  with  20  per  cent,  more  water.  In  most  cases  un- 
covered vessels  should  he  used  to  avoid  frothing  over.  In 
regard  to  dec.  ciich.,  he  had  observed  that  1  in- 16  and  1  in  32 
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preparations  are  practically  the  same  in  alkaloidal  valua. 
Ssveral  minor,  suggestions  were  put  forward,  such  as  using 
unfermented  logwood,  and  teat  crude  Curasao  aloes  should  be 
used  for  dec.  aloes  co.  Socotrine  aloes  is  not  so  soluble  in 
potash,  and  it  seems  bad  pharmacy  to  use  ext.  aloes. 
Samples  of  these  were  handed  round,  and  the  comments  he 
made  upon  them  went  to  show  that  Mr.  Martindale  rather 
disparaged  the  use  of  Socotrine  aloes,  and  if  his  suggestion 
to  use  crude  aloes  is  adopted  by  the  B  P.,  and  Socotrine  used, 
double  the  quantity  would  be  needed,  as  it  only  yields  half  as 
much  extract  as  Barbadoes  Speaking  of  infusions  he  said 
he  would  make  them  1  in  20,  using  boiling  water  for  all  drugs 
except  calumba,  and  infusing  for  fifteen  minutes.  Excep- 
tions to  the  l-in-20  sttengfch  are  gent.  co.  as  BP.,  rosfe 
acid,  as  B  P.,  quassias  1  in  100  (if  with  boiling  water),  sennas 
as  B  P.  Suggestions  as  to  the  conditions  of  the  drugs  were 
also  made,  and  the  table  contained  figures  showing  how 
much  solids  the  official  and  suggested  preparations  contain. 

Discussion. 

The  PfiE3(DBNT  asked  speakers  to  be  as  concise  as  possible, 
and  pointed  out.  that  it  is  quite  ob pious  that  it  is  desirable 
to  adopt  shortening  of  time  in  making  infusions. 

Mr.  Inc'b  congratulated  Mr.  Martindale  on  the  tendency 
of  his  remarks — simplification,  a  matter  of  extreme  impor- 
tance. ,  It  is  an  advance  in  pharmacy.  He  then  referred  to 
the  Codex  of  1868  (upon  which  he  had  been  engaged  along 
with  Mr.  Carteighe  in  writing  a  series  of  critical  articles),  and 
in  it  was  a  preface  which  set  out  that  there  had  been  such  an 
advance  in  chemistry  that  pharmacy  must  follow,  but  that 
in  regard  to  decoctions  and  infusions  the  advance  had 
had  no  effect  upon  them ;  they  were  the  same  old  things. 
He  thought  that  Britisn  Pharmacy  might  congratulate 
itself  that  it  was  advancing  in  the  direction  of  simplification 
and  uniformity.  He  objected  to  the  alteration  of  dec.  aloes 
co  ,  and  referred  his  hearers  to  Paris's  "  Pharmacologic  "  to 
find  proof  that  it  is  an  utterly  scientific  preparation.  He 
also  defended  the  retention  of  saffron  for  its  actual  therapeu- 
tic value.  He  recalled  the  fact  that  Mr.  Barnes,  of  Kensing- 
ton, had  advocated  shortening  the  time,  but  the  B.P.  had 
not  gone  far  enough  in  the  matter.  He  did  not  agree  with 
Mr.  Martindale  that  buchu  should  not  be  bruised  but  only 
slightly  comminuted,  for  it  was  within  his  experience  that 
the  infusion  from  the  bruised  leaves  is  much  superior 
medical  lv. 

Mr.  Charles  Umney  said  no  doubt  fresh  infusions  are 
better  in  some  respects  than  the  concentrated.  They  are  not 
exact  preparations,  but  mainly  vehicles.  In  respect  to  decoc- 
tion of  aloes,  he  thought  we  should  move  with  great  caution. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  Curacao  aloes  is  much  superior  to  the 
Socotrine  aloes  impoited  from  Bombay,  but  the  fact  that 
there  has  been  no  change  in  the  formula  for  forty  or  fifty 
years  should  make  us  cautious  in  moving.  He  thought  that 
the  superiority  of  the  buchu  infusion  was  due  to  the  use  of 
Barosma  serratifoUa.  He  also  re'ened  to  digitalis  infusion, 
quoting  some  opinions  from  the  Continent  as  to  exclusion  of 
the  midrib,  &c.  Finally,  speaking  of  concentrated  infusions, 
he  said  they  are  not  put  forward  as  representatives  of  the 
fresh  article,  tut  as  a  convenience,  and  it  was  for  that  reason 
—  viz.,  to  assist  those  who  required  things  quickly — that  he 
welcomed  Mr.  Maroin  dale's  suggestion.  In  making  the 
concentrated  preparations  he  would  start  with  a  menstruum 
containing  20  per  cent,  of  alcohol,  and  that  would  exhaust 
the  drug  well  and  keep  the  product.  Percolation  and  re- 
percolation  would  be  the  process.  He  hoped  that  the  B.P. 
authorities  would  be  so  far  consistent  with  commerce  as  to 
recognise  this  important  class  of  preparations. 

Mr.  John  Hvslop  expressed  the  hope  that  if  concen- 
trated preparations  are  to  be  used  they  should  be  recognised 
by  the  Pfcarmacopoeia.  Concentrated  infusions  had  been 
a  perfect  nuisance  to  him  for  thirty  years,  because  they 
had  not  been  uniform,  and  would  not  keep.  One  part  to 
3  gave  better  preparations  than  1  to  7.  He  asked  Mr.  Mar- 
tindale to  use  his  iuflaence  to  get  lemon-peel  used  in  thin 
i-lice?,  and  as  lemons  are  immensely  dirty  on  the  outside, 
they  should  be  scrubbed  with  soap  and  water,  then  washed 
with  cold  water. 

Mr.  Cripps  also  spoke,  suggesting  that  gentian  infusion 
should  not  be  altered,  and  if  cascarilla  is.  that  the  dose 
should  bs  doubled.  If  hot  water  is  used  for  chiretta.  the 
prjpiration  will  be  more  bitter;  but  possibly,  if  infused 


only  for  five  minutes,  it  may  be  like  the  old.  He  also  pointed 
out  that  with  the  quarter- hour  infusion  the  preparation  would 
be  hotter  when  dispensed,  and  it  might  be  necessary  to  put 
a  "  Shake  the  bottle  "  label  on,  because  a  deposit  would  form 
as  the  preparation  cools. 

Mr.  Wretts,  of  John  Bell  &  Co.,  said  that  it  was  the 
custom  of  his  house  to  make  fresh  infusions  every  morning, 
and  in  regard  to  infusion  of  digitalis,  medical  men  inva- 
riably wish  that  to  be  fresh.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  spoke  of  aloes,  pointing  out  that  it 
varies  considerably  in  quality,  and  it  would  be  better  if  the 
Pharmacopoeia  should  only  use  the  extract.  The  idea  has 
been  exploded  that  saffron  has  any  medicinal  value.  It  is 
stated  that  digitalis,  when  dried,  loses  its  medicinal  proper- 
ties, and  a  tincture  of  the  fresh  leaves  should  be  used. 

Mr.  Lloyd  Williams  asked  Mr.  Martindale's  authority 
for  saying  that  Alexandrian  senna  is  preferable  to  Tinne- 
velly. 

Professor  Attfield  called  attention  to  the  question  of 
concentrated  infusions  and  decoctions.  It  is  necessary  to 
distinguish  clearly  between  what  they  are  said  to  be  and 
what  they  are.  They  may  be  made  by  concentrating  the 
actual  preparation,  but  he  protested  against  such  things 
being  called  "  concentrated  infusions,"  because  in  making' 
them  you  have  got  a  distinct  preparation,  from  which  some 
of  the  volatile  matter  (present  in  the  fresh  infusion> 
has  been  dissipated  and  the  constituents  altered.  At 
the  same  time  he  did  not  see  why  such  strong  prepara- 
tions ready  for  dilution  should  not  be  recogaised.  The 
difficulty  is  in  the  name.  They  should  be  called  either* 
"  liquores,"  "  misturas,"  or  "  essentiss."  He  discussed  the- 
pros  and  cons  for  each  of  these.  He  thought  the  word1 
•'  essence  "  as  at  present  used  should  be  stopped,  and  reserved 
for  these  concentrated  preparations.  Altogether,  Professor 
Attfield  spoke  in  favour  of  the  introduction  of  such  prepara- 
tions for  what  they  are,  and  with  all  the  advantages  and 
disadvantages  adherent  to  them.  He  also  spoke  about 
making  or  not  making  up  a  decoction  or  infusion  to  a  given 
volume,  asking  what  pharmacists  consider  the  better  way. 
The  concentrated  infusions  or  essences  should  be  made  as 
strong  as  possible,  and  certainly  uniform,  by  one  recognised 
standard. 

Mr.  Martindale  said,  in  regard  to  decoct,  aloes  co , 
the  preparation  referred  to  by  Dr.  Paris  was  that  of  1836,. 
in  which  crude  Socotrine  aloes  was  boiled  with  solution  of 
carbonate  of  potash.  He  himself  preferred  Curacao  aloes  to 
Socotrine,  and  backed  that  by  some  facts.  He  explained 
that  the  German  infusion  of  digitalis  is  stronger  than  ours, 
and  that  is  chiefly  the  reason  why  it  becomes  mucilaginous. 
He  did  not  agree  with  Mr.  Holmes's  remarks  about  the  fresh 
leaves,  for  he  had  it  from  therapeutists  that  the  infusion  of 
the  dried  leaves  is  the  most  active  preparation  of  the  drug. 
He  was  opposed  to  concentrated  preparations,  and  showed 
that  in  some  cases  they  ara  impossible.  He  did  not  find  it- 
difficult  to  get  clean  lemons.  He  then  replied  to  some  of 
the  points  in  the  discussion,  generally  maintaining  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  suggestions  made  in  his  paper,  except  that 
he  could  not  speak  of  senna  from  personal  experience,  as  it 
is  a  drug  he  is  not  fond  of.  Professor  Redwood  used  to  say 
that  when  infusion  of  gentian  is  well  prepared  there  is  no- 
other  bitter  that  patients  get  so  fond  of  as  this. 

The  President  then  formally  closed  the  discussion,  re- 
ferring to  the  observations  of  Dr.  Attfield  that  if  it  is 
desirable  to  have  a  preparation  between  an  aqueous  and 
spirituous  one  it  is  not  right  to  call  it  decoction  or  infusion. 
If  the  public  are  crying  out  for  these  things,  that  is  fair 
evidence  that  we  are  not  true  to  ourselves,  for  it  is 
we  who  have  taught  them  to  like  them.  Speaking  of 
decoction  of  aloes,  he  said  that  it  is  more  used  than  any 
other  such  preparation  as  a  domestic  medicine ;  people  like 
it,  they  know  its  taste,  appreciate  its  effect,  and  any  change 
upon  it  would  be  quickly  detected.  He  had  tasted  Mr. 
Martindale's  preparation,  and  thought  there  was  a  difference, 
but  that  might  be  a  matter  of  time.  He  also  defended  the 
retention  of  saffron.  It  has,  when  combined  with  certain 
other  drags,  an  effect  which  no  other  flavouring  ingredient 
gives.  It  would  be  a  great  mistake  to  change  those  pre- 
parations, which  do  their  work  well  and  which  the  public 
like.  -They  should  not  spoil  a  preparation  which  people  say 
does  a  great  deal  of  good.  (Applause.) 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  that  the  meeting  was 
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an  interesting  one.  It  was  also  fairly  well  attended,  the 
proportion  of  qualified  pharmacists  baiog  excsptionally 
large,  and  the  proceedings  were  listened  to  attentively 
•throughout.  A  few  more  programmes  of  the  same  character 
would  soon  bring  back  the  meetings  to  their  old  level  of 
popularity,  and  we  hope  that  those  who  have  the  arrange- 
ment of  tnem  may  succeed  in  making  them  so. 


THE  CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

Mr.  J.  Harbison  on  "Pharmaceutical  Politics." 
At  the  meeting  of  this  Association  on  November  7,  Mr.  J. 
Harrison,  J  P.,  Vice-President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
gave  an  address  on  "Pharmaceutical  Politics."  The  chair 
was  occupied  by  Mr.  E.  W.  Hill,  the  President  of  the 
Association,  and  there  was  a  good  attendance. 

Mr.  Harrison,  who  was  cheered  on  risiDg.  said  when  he 
accepted  the  invitation  of  the  secretary  to  address  this 
Association  he  had  some  difficulty  in  finding  a  subject  on 
■which  to  address  them.  But  he  soon  discovered  that  per- 
haps the  best  subject  on  which  he  could  speak  was  the 
question  of  Pharmaceutical  Policy,  by  which  he  meant  the 
circumstances  which  concerned  the  relationship  of  pharmacy 
with  the  State  and  of  the  State  with  pharmacy.  He  took  it 
that  the  present  was  a  suitable  time  for  considering  this 
•question,  because,  as  they  were  aware,  it  was  intended  at  no 
distant  date  to  proceed  to  Parliament  for  further  powers 
'than  they  at  present  possessed,  and  those  who  now  were 
assistants  would  be  the  men  who  would  benefit  by  any 
extension  of  powers  more  than  anybody  else,  because  in  a 
few  years  they  would  become  masters  and  employers,  and 
would  thus  receive  the  benefit  of  any  further  legislation  that 
might  be  obtained.  The  present  seemed  to  be  a  suitable 
time  for  taking  action  in  this  matter,  because  there  was  a 
stroDg  Government  in  power,  and  probably  there  would  be 
no  attempt  at  great  constitutional  changes  for  the  next  few 
years,  and,  therefore,  of  all  times  this  was  the  best  in  which 
to  approach  the  subject  of  legislation  in  the  direction  they 
■desired.  The  Pharmaceutical  Council  had  consequently 
-considered  the  question  of  the  amendment  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act  of  1868,  and  they  deemed  this  a  suitable  time  in  which 
to  take  up  the  question.  That  being  so,  it  occurred  to  him 
that  they,  being  directly  interested  in  the  question,  might 
think  it  of  importance  to  hear  a  few  words  on  pharma- 
ceutical politics.  After  expressing  approval  of  their  Society, 
he  said  that  for  twenty-seven  years  they  had  worked  under 
the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868.  His  experience  of  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment was  that  they  generally  found  that  in  a  great  deal  less 
than  twenty- seven  years  those  Acts  of  Parliament  could  be 
very  largely,  and  were  largely,  evaded.  They  would  find 
that,  so  far  as  sanitary  and  social  legislation  was  concerned, 
twenty-five  years  could  not  pass  away  without  great  changes 
being  required.  Take  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1875  ;  if 
that  Act  had  been  amended  once  it  had  been  amended  a 
dozen  times  since  1875 ;  so  that  it  was  no  great  wonder  if 
the  Pharmacy  Act,  which  had  to  deal  with  a  particular  set 
of  circumstances  at  the  time,  had  been  weighed  in  the 
balances  and  found,  to  a  large  extent,  to  be  wanting. 
Conditions  had  arisen  which  were  never  dreamed  of 
•when  that  Act  was  passed.  It  was  never  supposed  that 
they  would  have  L~?n  contracting  themselves  oat  of  the 
whole  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  by  simply  taking  in 
other  people  to  act  with  them  as  a  company.  The  Com- 
panies' Acts  were  just  then  coming  into  force  and  were 
intended  to  protect  people's  capital  in  business,  and  it  was 
never  contemplated  that  by  forming  themselves  into  a  com- 
pany they  should  be  able  to  avoid  and  evade  the  provisions 
of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  which  was  passed,  not  in  the  interest 
of  any  particular  class,  but  in  the  interests  and  for  the 
safety  of  the  public.  Although  Parliament  entered  into  a 
distinct  contract  with  the  chemists  that  if  they  would 
edncate  their  men  and  prove  by  examination  their  capacity 
they  would  grant  them  certain  privileges — the  exclusive 
right  to  a  title  and  to  the  sale  of  poisons — jet  to-day  they 
had  this  startling  state  of  things,  that  men  by  combining  and 
forming  themselves  into  a  limited  company  largely  evaded 
the  provisions  of  that  charter.  The  chemists  had  strictly 
carried  out  their  part  of  the  bargain,  and  they  were  justified 
in  going  to  Parliament  and  demanding  that  the  State  should 
carry  out  its  part  of  the  contract.  Company  trading  was  one 
of  the  greatest  eviis  they  had  to  deal  with.    Men  attempted 


to  deal  with  poisons  who  were  not  entitled  to  do  so,  and 
when  brought  before  the  Council  paid  the  penalty  and  so 
evaded  publicity.  Sometimes  cases  were  fought,  and  when 
that  was  done  they  did  not  find  it  pay  to  carry  on  further 
contest  with  the  Society,  and  then  they  formed  themselves 
into  a  limited  company  and  thus  defied  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. This  was  done  in  the  most  shameful  manner.  He 
cited  instances,  and  said  these  were  not  limited  companies 
in  the  sense  intended  by  the  Act  of  Parliament.  They  had 
a  right  to  say  to  Parliament  that  this  was  a  state  of  things 
which  Parliament  did  not  contemplate,  which  endangered 
seriously  the  public  safety,  and  they  had  a  right  to  demand 
some  alteration.  They  had  done  something  in  that  direction 
already.  During  the  last  session  of  Parliament  a  Committee 
was  appointed  to  consider  the  operation  of  the  Companies 
Acts — not  in  the  particular  direction  in  which  pharmaceutists 
desired,  but  in  other  directions.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society 
approached  that  Committee,  and  although  the  members  of  the 
Committee  determined  that  the  matters  the  Society  wished 
to  bring  before  them  were  outside  the  terms  of  reference  of 
that  Committee,  still,  having  regard  to  the  serious  allegations 
that  were  made,  they  allowed  the  President  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  to  present  a  statement  of  the  Society's  case ; 
and  he  (Mr.  Harrison)  ventured  to  hope  that  when  the  Bill 
was  presented  to  Parliament  some  remedy  would  be  found. 
(Hear,  hear.)  They  had  been  advised  by  the  Committee 
that  they  might  deal  with  this  matter  by  an  amendment  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act ;  but  it  so  happened  that  they  were  nqt 
the  only  persons  who  suffered  in  this  particular  direction. 
Dentists  and  veterinary  surgeons  were  hit  in  precisely  the 
same  way,  and  if  they  could  go  to  Parliament  in  conjunction 
with  the  dentists  and  veterinary  surgeons  they  could  make 
out  a  very  strong  case.  The  Committee  had  suggested  that  a 
company  might  be  wound  up  if  it  had  been  formed  under  cer- 
tain condi'ions.  One  of  these  was  where  the  certificate  of 
incorporation  had  been  obtained  for  any  fraudulent  or  illegal 
purpose.  He  would  add  to  that,  "  or  for  the  purpose  of 
evading  any  othfr  Act  of  Parliament."  (Cheers.)  It  seemed 
to  him  that  a  Committee  who  had  seriocsly  recommended 
to  Parliament  that  a  clause  like  that  should  be  passed  could 
not  decline  to  add  to  the  clause,  "  and  if  a  company  has  been 
formed,  and  can  be  shown  to  have  been  formed,  for  the 
purpose  of  violating  any  other  Act  of  Parliament."  If 
they  could  get  a  phrase  like  that  added  to  the  clause 
they  would  have  a  very  powerful  weapon  in  their  hands  in 
fighting  the  companies  in  this  matter.  (Cheers.)  The 
colonies  were  learning  by  what  was  taking  place  at  home. 
He  noticed  that  an  attempt  was  being  made  in  New 
Zealand  to  promote  a  Pharmacy  Bill  providing  that  the 
word  "person"  should  be  held  to  mean  "any  individual 
Society,  company,  or  corporation."  (Hear,  hear.)  He  was 
afraid  that  if  they  attempted  anything  so  big  as  that  in 
this  country  they  would  have  down  upon  them  such  a 
large  amount  of  vested  intere-t  that  they  could  hardly 
succeed.  As  a  matter  of  principle  if  they  were  to  declare 
themselves  in  that  direction  they  would  command  the 
respect  of  Parliament,  and  they  would  not  be  very  far 
wrong  in  what  they  were  demanding,  but  they  must  have 
regard  to  what  it  was  expedient  to  ask  for,  and  he  should 
not  like  to  wreck  the  chance  of  bringing  about  an  amend- 
ment of  the  law  by  asking  for  more  than  they  were  likely  to  get. 
These  bogus  companies  were  carried  on  very  largely  by  men 
who  had  been  carrying  on  business  and  had  been  fined 
through  the  action  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Another 
class  of  men  who  ran  bogus  companies  were  men  who  came 
up  for  examination  and  failed  time  after  time.  They  then 
took  to  themselves  six  other  men  as  ignorant  as  themselves, 
and  formed  a  limited  liability  company,  and  snapped  their 
fingers  at  the  Pharmacy  Act.  This  was  a  question  that  must 
receive  the  serious  attention  of  Parliament.  They  ought  to 
seek  to  have  a  clause  added  such  as  he  had  indicated.  They 
ought  to  do  that  immediately  the  Companies  Act  came  under 
the  purview  of  Parliament,  and  if  the  clause  was  inserted,  it 
would  do  a  great  deal  to  remove  from  pharmacists  this  great 
hardship. 

The  next  point  they  ought  to  seek  was  the  consolidation 
of  the  Society.  (Hear,  hear.)  To  him  it  was  very  rainful 
and  humiliating  that  they  had  something  like  15,000  men 
on  the  register,  and  that  only  3.800,  or  about  a  fonrth 
of  them,  were  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  That 
state  of  things  was  a  serious  weakre-s  to  the  Society.  Even 
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these  3,800  members  did  not  take  the  interest  in  the  Society  that 
they  had  a  right  to  expect  from  a  body  of  educated  men. 
At  the  last  election,  of  the  3,800  voting-papers  issned,  only 
2,049  were  returned  filled  up.  This  was  a  great  mistake, 
because  the  members,  if  they  took  a  larger  view  of  the 
matter  and  expressed  themselves  strongly  at  the  polls,  could 
influence  the  policy  at  Bloomsbury  SquaTe  to  a  larger 
extent  than  they  imagined.  He  believed  that  the  reason  why 
they  had  so  few  members  in  the  Society  was  because  all 
those  who  joined  the  Society  were  not  on  an  equal  footing. 
Many  people  resented  the  fact  that,  although  they  might  join 
the  Society,  pay  the  same  fees,  carry  on  the  same  work, 
and  do  in  all  respects  the  same  as  their  brethren,  there 
was  still  a  disability  attached  to  their  position  if  they  had 
only  passed  the  Minor  examination.  He  believed  if  all  the 
members  of  the  Society  had  fall  rights  as  members,  the  right 
to  sit  on  the  Council,  and  so  on,  there  would  be  a  large 
accession  of  men  to  their  ranks.  This  was  not  palatable  to 
those  who  had  taken  the  Major  qualification  ;  but  nothing 
could  be  lost  by  it,  because  those  who  had  only  passed  the 
Minor  examination  had  just  as  great  interest  as  their 
brethren  in  maintaining  the  difficulty  of  getting  into  their 
lanks.  If  tbe  Society  was  to  have  that  strength  politically 
that  it  ought  to  possess,  then  they  mast  admit  all  its 
members  on  terms  of  perfect  equality.    (Hear,  hear.) 

The  next  point  they  would  take  up  would  be  the  question 
of  the  curriculum.  Something  more  was  wanted  than  the 
examination.  The  examination  system  was  acknowledged  to 
be  not  a  perfect  sjstem.  The  perfect  system  would  be  a 
scheme  of  education  which  they  could  control. 

The  Council,  Mr.  Harrison  continued,  were  charged  in 
various  quarters  with  neglecting  trade  interests.  The 
Council  did  not  neglect  those  interests.  Much  of  their  work 
in  this  direction  was  necessarily  done  under  the  cloak  of 
committees,  but  he  could  assure  them  that  no  well- 
authenticated  case  was  brought  before  the  Council  of 
illegal  trading,  or  using  the  title  without  a  right  to  it,  with- 
out the  Council  thoroughly  investigating  the  ma'.ter.  They 
were  sometimes  condemned  for  not  adding  to  the  schedule 
of  poisons ;  but  they  were  not  masters  of  the  Department 
that  controlled  the  matter.  They  could  simply  aavise  the 
Department.  It  was  an  anomaly  that  carbolic  acid  should 
not  be  included  ;  but  the  Department  had  again  and  again 
met  them  with  a  refusal  when  they  suggested  that  it  should 
be  included  in  the  schedule,  on  the  ground  that  in  the 
interests  of  the  public  it  was  not  desirable  tbat  there 
should  be  restrictions  placed  on  the  sale  of  so  valuable  a 
disinfectant.  In  this  country  we  were  largely  governed  in 
matters  of  detail  by  the  permanent  officials  of  the  Ministry, 
and  Ministers  were  guided  by  the  advice  of  permanent 
officials.  When,  therefore,  the  Government  would  not  take 
up  the  matter  the  Council  could  not  be  blamed  for  neglect ; 
the  blame  rested  with  the  Government  Department.  He 
next  referred  to  cases  taken  up  by  the  Society,  and  especi- 
ally to  the  recently  decided  Scotch  cases,  in  which  he  said 
the  Judges  had,  by  the  overwhelming  weight  of  the  statute, 
been  forced  to  convict,  and  the  result  had  been  that  it  had 
been  laid  down  by  a  Court  of  great  authority  that  the  title 
"Chemist"  belonged  to  them,  and  to  them  alone,  and  that 
no  qualifying  term  prefixed  to  the  word  "  chemist "  could 
make  it  legal  for  any  man  who  had  not  passed  the  examina- 
tions for  the  purpose  to  use  the  title.  This  right  had 
previously  been  established  in  the  House  of  Lords  in 
England,  where,  he  believed,  the  title  " shipping  druggist" 
was  in  question,  and  it  was  now  confirmed  by  the  highest 
Court  in  Scotland.  Taming  again  to  the  question  of  the 
consolidation  of  the  Society,  he  asked  why  should  they  keep 
outside  of  it  ?  The  Society  existed  for  the  promotion  of 
education,  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  its  members, 
and  the  provision  of  a  fund  for  the  relief  of  distressed 
chemists  and  their  families,  and  those  objects  ought  to  com- 
mend themselves  strongly  to  all  thoughtful  men.  (Hear, 
hear.)  He  had  touched  upon  what  the  law  could  do  for 
them,  but  there  was,  after  all,  a  personal  aspect  of  this  ques- 
tion. They  could  only  ask  for  the  law's  protection  so  far  as 
it  was  necessary  for  providing  for  the  public  safety,  but 
there  was  something  over  and  above  that  which  could  only 
be  brought  about  by  the  personal  qualification  of  those  who 
were  carrying  on  the  business.  The  law  might  secure  to 
them  privileges  and  give  them  protection,  but  the  law  could 
-not  give  them  that  position  of  confidence  in  the  judgment  of 


their  fellow  men  which  a  high  standard  of  professional  quali- 
fication and  good  personal  character  would  sooner  or  later 
bring  to  their  possessor.  He  implored  them,  while  jealously 
guarding  the  former,  to  zealously  and  carefully  cultivate  the 
latter.  (Cheers) 

The  Chairman,  in  opening  a  discussion,  thanked  Mr. 
Harrison  for  his  excellent  address,  which  contained  many 
debateable  points.  Having  referred  to  attempts  at  legisla- 
tion in  the  direction  they  desired  in  recent  years,  he  alluded 
to  the  Bill  promoted  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and 
hoped  they  would  soon  have  the  full  benefit  of  that  measure. 
(Hear,  hear.)  There  was  certainly  room  for  legislation,  but 
he  could  not  help  thinking  that  there  were  a  great  many 
shoals  ahead,  and  it  would  be  a  great  stroke  of  luck  if  this 
Bill  came  into  operation. 

Mr.  C.  Morlby  protested  against  the  lax  way  in  which 
some  chemists  fulfilled  the  requirements  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  poisons.  He  especially  instanced 
Baston's  Syrup,  which  was  often  sold  without  being  regis- 
t  red. 

Mr.  Melhuish  objected  to  the  question  of  company 
trading  being  the  first  plank  in  the  pharmaceutical  plat- 
form, and  the  question  of  the  consolidation  of  the  Society 
being  placed  second.  He  thought  that  consolidation  should! 
be  placed  first. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Jones,  while  personally  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
posals as  to  the  curriculum,  thought  the  matter  might  wait. 
The  Preliminary  should,  he  thought,  be  passed  before  appren- 
ticeship. He  attributed  some  part  of  the  animus  against 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  the  bitterness  engendered  by 
repeated  failures  at  the  examinations. 

Mr.  Crouch,  Mr.  Robert,  and  Mr.  Dyson  continued  the 
discussion,  the  latter  gentleman  suggesting  that  the  proposed! 
measure  might  be  more  comprehensive.  He  was  in  favour 
of  a  provision  that  prescriptions  should  be  dispensed  by 
medical  men  and  chemists  alone,  so  as  to  prevent  grocers 
employing  assistants  to  dispense  medicines. 

Mr.  Harrison,  in  reply,  said  what  he  wished  to  make 
clear  in  regard  to  the  consolidation  of  the  Society  was  that  if 
they  widened  the  franchise  and  made  every  man  eligible 
for  certain  positions,  the  more  likely  they  would  be  to  take 
an  interest  in  that  body.  He  did  not  profess  to  have 
exhausted  the  whole  field  of  pharmaceutical  politics,  and 
there  were  many  things  which  he  had  not  touched  upon 
which  he  hoped  might  find  their  way  into  the  Bill.  They 
could  not  expect,  however,  that  the  Bill  would  remove 
every  evil  from  which  the  pharmaceutical  body  might  be 
suffering.  He  thought  the  Preliminary  examination  was 
not  stiff  enough,  and  if  they  raised  the  standard  of  the 
Preliminary  there  would  be  fewer  failures  in  the  Minor 
examination.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  was  also  strongly  of 
opinion  that  the  Preliminary  ought  to  be  passed  before  the 
appienticeship  was  commenced.  (Hear,  hear.)  If  they 
were  to  successfully  run  a  Bill  in  Parliament  they  must 
convince  their  brethren  that  something  could  be  done,  and 
that  they  had  a  Council  who  could  do  it,  or  they  would  neve? 
rouse  them  from  the  apathetic  state  into  which  many  of 
them  had  descended.    (Hear,  hear.) 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Harrison  terminated  the  pro- 
ceedings. 


ULSTER  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 
A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  Belfast  on 
November  5,    Mr.  W.  Prott,  MP.SL,  President,  in  the? 
chair.    A  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  R.  W.  McKnight,  M.P.S.I.,. 
on 

"  Pharmaceutical  Organisation." 

The  author  briefly  alluded  to  the  advantage  of  being  organised!1 
in  political  affairs,  instancing  the  success  of  the  later 
Mr.  Parnell  in  organising  the  Irish  party.  Pharmaceutical 
chemists,  he  considered,  might  claim  to  occupy  a  profes- 
sional position.  Many  of  them,  such  as  Peter  Squire,  Royle, 
Martindale,  Wills,  and  their  own  fellow-citizen,  Dr.  Whitla, 
had  established  for  themselves  reputations  which  would  lasts 
as  long  as  the  literature  of  pharmacy  exists.  It  was  within 
the  memory  of  some  of  them  how  the  profession  was  con- 
ducted fifteen  or  eighteen  years  ago  in  Belfast.  At  thafc 
time  it  was  a  code  of  honour  that  no  one  was  to  charge  less 
|  than  his  brother-pharmacists.    The  late  Mr.  Pring  was 
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selected  to  regulate  prices  from  time  to  t\m%  and  these  were 
submitted  to  the  others  for  approval.  Kail  prices  were 
obtained  for  patents.  The  price,  in  a  private  mark,  was 
affixed  to  every  prescription  by  the  first  compounder,  and 
each  one  following  charged  the  same.  The  gentleman  with 
whom  he  was  apprenticed  was  very  particular  that  his 
assistants  should  maintain  a  professional  tone.  He  dis- 
approved of  their  carrying  scissors  in  the  vest-pocket,  which 
he  thought  too  much  like  th«  draper  and  the  grocer. 
Similar  strictures  were  imposed  on  the  assistants  in  other 
establishments.  The  result  of  these  conditions  was  that  if 
a  reasonable  amount  of  business  was  done,  a  living  profit 
was  the  result  even  for  these  in  a  small  way.  Since  those 
happy  days  keen  competition  has  brought  down  the  price  of 
all  kinds  of  produce  ;  the  effect  has  been  that  the  price  of 
labour  is  reduced,  and  disaffection  and  dissatisfaction  has 
been  produced  amongst  employes.  Of  all  businesses,  none 
have  suffered  more  than  that  of  the  pharmaceutical  chemist. 
By  means  of  trade  jealousy  that  business  has  been  reduced 
to  the  let  el  of  an  ordinary  trade.  One  man  grumbles  about 
long  hours,  and  will  not  close  an  hour  earlier  because  his 
neighbour  round  the  corner  will  not  do  likewise ;  another 
grumbles  that  his  neighbour  sells  patents  at  cost  price ; 
another  that  his  opponent  charges  4(2.  for  half-a-dczen 
powders  when  he  charges  6d.,  and  so  on.  The  effect  of  this 
trade  jealousy  is  to  stamp  out  the  kindly  feeling  that  should 
exist,  and  trade  discontent  is  the  natural  result.  Some 
people  tell  us  that  the  public  demand  is  for  cheapness.  No 
such  thing.  Business  men  bring  it  on  themselves,  and 
naturally  the  public  encourage  it.  A  chemist  may  sell 
cheap  for  a  few  days,  or  a  few  weeks ;  but  his  neighbours 
will  soon  find  it  out,  and  do  likewise.  'Ihe  formation  of  this 
Associatior,  Mr.  McKnight  considered,  was  the  first  step  in 
promoting  a  better  state  of  things,  and,  in  order  that  the 
objects  desired  might  be  better  carried  out,  he  submitte  d  a 
series  of  recommendations  to  the  Association  for  better 
results  in  the  direction  suggested.  They  should  first  try  to 
induce  other  chemists  in  the  North  of  Ireland  to  join  them  ; 
one  chemist  in  each  town  should  be  appointed  to  act  as 
correspondent  to  the  Association ;  two  meetings  should  be 
held  monthly,  one  for  the  members  and  associates  generally, 
the  second  solely  for  licentiate  assistants  and  associates. 
The  associates  should  be  invited  to  give  papers  on  subjects 
of  pharmaceutical  interest,  and  the  committee  might  offer 
prizes  annually  for  the  best  essays.  He  also  suggested  tbat 
they  should  encourage  social  gatherings,  create  a  museum 
and  library,  and  obtain  a  prescription  portfolio  for  badly 
written  prescriptions  for  the  instruction  of  the  younger 
members.  An  employers'  union,  to  agree  upon  a  uniform 
scale  of  charge=,  and  a  school  of  pharmacy  were  also  objects 
which  they  shonld  aim  at. 


LIVERPOOL  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION'. 

At  the  meeting  held  on  November  7  at  the  Royal  Institu- 
tion, Mr.  J.  Smith  (President)  in  the  chair,  Mr.  M.  Conroy 
thanked  the  Association  for  appointing  him  president  for 
the  ensuing  session.  Mr.  T.  H.  Waedlewokth  then  de- 
livered a  lecture,  illustrated  by  lantern-views,  of  his 

Botanising  Experiences  in  Spain  in  1892, 

in  company  with  the  late  Mr.  A.  E.  Lomax.  A  chatty 
description  was  given  of  the  various  places  visited,  and  of 
the  incidents  which  were  crowded  into  a  three  weeks'  ramble 
amoDg  the  Asturias  and  Guadarrama  range  of  mountains  in 
search  of  the  rarer  forms  of  Spanish  flora.  The  lecturer 
found  that  the  peasants  in  the  remoter  districts  were  very 
kindly  in  disposition,  and  totally  belied  our  usual  concep- 
tion of  the  Spaniard.  They  had  a  good  knowledge  of  herbal 
remedies,  and  were  full  of  good  nature  and  humour.  In  one 
town,  near  the  centre  of  Spain,  and  close  to  the  Sierra  de 
Gredos,  he  cime  across  a  true  pharmacy  of  the  pa9t. 
Having  occasion  to  need  a  simple  remedy,  he  paid  a  visit 
to  a  pharmacy  situated  in  one  of  the  main  thoroughfares, 
and  found  himself  in  an  apothecary's  sanctum  which  would 
have  done  well  for  the  ,!lean  and  lank"  one  of  Padua. 
After  some  delay  the  proprietor  presented  himself.  On 
hearing  what  was  the  matter,  he  demanded  to  see  a  doctor's 
prescription,  and  it  was  only  with  difficulty  that  he  was 
persuaded  to  make  up  a  mixture  to  meet  Mr.  Wardleworth's 
wishes.     Having  consented  to  make  the  mixture,  he  de- 


manded that  a  bottle  should  be  provided,  and  insisted  that 
the  purchaser  of  the  medicine  should  go  out  and  buy  one 
to  put  the  physic  in  !  His  scruples  on  this  point  were  also 
overcome  at  last,  and  the  botanists  went  away  with  their 
mixture,  wondering  what  their  English  colleagues  would 
think  of  such  business  methods.  In  the  same  old  city  night 
watchmen  were  still  going  round  at  night  singing  out  the 
hours  and  the  state  of  the  weather,  and  the  travellers  con- 
cluded that,  perhaps,  after  all,  the  o'd  man  was  In  perfect 
harmony  with  his  environment.  A  strong  tribute  was  paid 
to  the  work  of  the  Guardias  Civilias  in  ridding  Spain  of  its 
greatest  curse — brigandage,  and  amusing  instances  were 
given  of  the  simple  life  of  the  mountaineers,  whose  butter 
was  churned  in  a  skin,  whose  threshing  was  done  by  oxen, 
whose  ploughs  were  wooden,  and  whose  busy  time  was 
always  to  be  man%na  (to-morrow).  The  lecturer  found 
many  of  the  pharmacies  in  Spain  quite  up  to  date,  especially 
those  in  Madrid  and  in  the  seaports.  French  proprietary 
goods  seemed  to  be  most  in  favour,  and  then  followed 
English  and  American  specialities.  A.  description  of  the 
Escorial  and  its  wonders  brought  the  lecture  to  a  close, 
and  the  usual  vote  of  thanks  terminated  the  meetiog. 


BRADFORD  AND  DISTRICT  CHEMI3T3'  ASSOCIATION. 
Mr.  Edward  Mackay  has  been  unanimously  elected  pre- 
sident of  this  association  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Bell,  who  had 
previously  declined. 


personalities. 


Mr.  Handford,  chemist,  has  been  re  elected  an  alderman 
for  the  borough  of  Torrington,  Devon. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Cardell,  of  C'ardell  &  Cardeil,  chemists, 
Bodmin,  Cornwall,  has  been  re-elected  an  alderman  for  that 
borough. 

Me.  Andrew  Thompson,  chemist  and  druggist,  §2  Lowther 
Street,  Carlisle,  has  baen  re-ele;ted  a  member  of  the  Cor- 
poration. 

At  Oxford  Town  Council  election  Mr.  Geo  Claridge  Druce, 
chemist  and  druggi-t,  118  High  Street,  was  returned  for  the 
East  Ward  with  747  votes. 

Mr  John  Elstob,  chemist  and  druggist,  Fiothwel!.  headed 
the  poll  at  the  local  School  Board  election,  receiving  841 
votes. 

Me  Percy  Collingwood,  of  the  firm  of  Hertz  &  Colling- 
wood,  was  on  Tuesday  night  installed  master  of  the  Clarendon 
Lodge,  No.  1,769.  A  banquet  followed  at  the  Guildhall 
Tavern,  at  which  a  large  number  of  Mr.  Collingwood's  private 
and  trade  masonic  friends  were  present. 

Mr.  Thomas  Tykeb.  has  returned  to  London  from  his 
visit  to  the  United  States  and  Canada.  Before  leaving  New 
York  he  and  Mr.  Lndwig  Mond  were  entertained  to  dinner 
at  Delmonico's,  Mr.  A.  H.  Mason  presiding.  Pressure  on  our 
space  this  week  compels  us  to  hold  over  our  special  report  of 
the  bmquet. 

Mr  Robert  Byass,  who  has  resigned  his  position  with 
Messrs.  Lofthouse  &  Saltmer,  wholesale  druggists,  of  Hull, 
with  whom  he  has  been  for  twenty  years,  to  take  a  business 
in  Hull,  has  been  piesented  by  the  employes  of  the  firm  with 
a  gold  guard  and  pendent  as  a  memento  of  the  friend  y 
association  between  them. 

One  of  the  passengers  in  the  Scotch  express  which  was 
wrecked  at  St.  Neots  station  early  on  Sunday  morning  was 
Professor  Dewar,  of  the  Royal  Veterinary  College,  Edinburgh, 
who  was  in  the  first  compartment  of  the  wrecked  sleeping 
car.  Although  the  professor  had  a  remarkab'y  close  escape 
from  death,  he  only  received  some  nasty  cuts  and  biuises, 
and  was  able  to  continue  his  journey  by  the  next  train. 


"  I  don't  think  much  of  this  poit,  old  boy,"  said  Blatherby, 
sipping  his  wine  critically  after  the  Christmas  dioner ;  "it 
has  such  a  ghostly  flavour  about  it.'  "Too  much  spirit— eh  J 
"  No,  dear  boy.    No  body." 
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THE  IRISH  PHARMACY  ACT. 

A  CoMPANs'a  Certificate  op  Pharmaceutical 
Service' 

Ik  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Ireland 
on  November  8,  before  Mr.  Justice  Johnson,  Mr.  Jastice 
Holmes,  and  Mr.  Justice  Gibson,  Mr.  James  H.  Campbell, 
Q.C ,  applied  for  a  conditional  mindarhus  directsd  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  directing  the  Council  to 
admit  Mr.  Robert  Henry  Cleeland,  of  33  Kings  Court  Street, 
Belfast,  to  the  final  examination  for  the  licence  of  phar- 
maceutical chemist,  and  calling  on  them  to  show  cause  why 
the  mandamus  should  not  be  made  absolute.  Counsel  stated 
that  Mr.  Cleeland  served  his  full  terms  as  apprentice  and 
assistant  in  the  employment  of  Messrs.  Grattan  &  Co. 
(Limited),  the  well-known  firm  of  chemists  in  Belfast. 
Affidavits  were  filed  by  the  applicant  and  Mr.  Thomas  Green, 
managing  director  of  Grattan  &  Co.,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  applicant  had  attended  all  the  necessary  courses  of 
lectures,  and  had  duly  passed  the  Society's  preliminary 
examination.  With  the  object  of  presenting  himself  for 
examination  in  October,  1895,  in  order  to  obtain  his  licence 
as  pharmaceutical  chemist  he  sent  to  the  registrar  of  the 
Society  the  usual  certificates,  and  also  declarations  signed 
by  himself  and  Mr.  Green  respectively  as  required  by  the 
Society's  regulations,  as  evidence  that  the  necessary  terms 
of  service  as  apprentice  and  assistant  had  been  served. 
Correspondence  ensued,  and  ultimately  Mr.  Cleeland  and 
Mr.  Green  were  informed  by  Mr.  Ferrall,  the  Registrar  of  the 
(Society,  that  the  Council  had  refused  to  accept  the  declara- 
tions as  to  service  as  sufficient,  as  they  were  of  opinion  that 
the  firm  in  whose  employment  the  terms  had  been  served, 
being  a  limited  company,  was  not  competent  to  grant 
certificates  which  would  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  Society. 
The  regulations  as  set  out  in  the  calendar  of  the  Society 
require  the  declaration  by  the  emplojes  to  set  out  that  the 
term  had  been  served  "  in  the  sole  employment  of  a  firm  of 
legally-qualified  pharmaceutical  chemists,  of  which  the 
person  making  the  declaration  is  a  member,"  and  Mr.  Green's 
declaration  has  been  made  in  these  terms.  It  also  appeared 
that  in  1893  and  in  1894  the  Society  had  accepted,  without 
objection,  declarations  made  in  similar  terms  in  the  cases  of 
two  other  apprentices  of  Messrs.  Grattan  &  Co.,  and  had 
registered  them  under  the  Pharmacy  Act. 

Mr.  Justice  Gibson  said  the  question  seemed  to  be  whether 
the  word  "  firm  "  in  the  regulations  included  limited  com- 
panies, and  was  a  most  important  one. 

Mr.  Campbell  said  that  a  question  was  also  involved  as  to 
how  far  the  Interpretation  Act  of  1889  rendered  companies 
disqualified  from  carrying  on  the  business  of  pharmaceutical 
chemist  lawfully. 

The  Court  granted  the  conditional  order. 


INLAND  REVENUE  PROSECUTIONS. 

A  Glasgow  Chemist  Fined  42/. 

In  the  Glasgow  Justice  of  Peace  Court  on  November  8 
Mark  Foggatt  Thompson,  homoeopathic  chemist,  17  Gordon 
Street,  was  charged,  at  the  instance  of  the  Inland  Revenue 
authorities,  with  having  (1)  on  July  4  last,  in  his  shop  in 
Gordon  Street,  sold  unstamped  to  an  Inland  Revenue  officer 
a  packet  or  enclosure  containing  "M.  F.Thompson's  New 
French  Corn-plaster,"  such  being  a  preparation  within  the 
meaning  liable  to  medicine-stamp  duty  ;  (2)  on  July  11  sold 
under  similar  circumstances  a  packet  of  "  M.  F.  Thompson's 
American  Corn- plaster" ;  (3)  on  same  date  a  packet  of 
"M.  F.  Thompson's  New  French  Corn-plaster" ;  (4)  on 
July  29  a  packet  of  "  M  F.  Thompson's  New  French  Corn- 
plaster  " ;  (5)  on  September  6  a  packet  of  "  M  F.  Thompson's 
New  French  Corn-plaster";  and  (6)  on  same  date  a  packet 
<jf  "  M.  F.  Thompson's  American  Corn-solvent." 

Respondent  pleaded  guilty  to  all  the  counts,  and  on  his 
behalf 

Mr.  T.  H.  Lillie,  writer,  stated  that  during  the  month  of 
July,  in  which  those  sales  were  priacipally  made,  his  client 
was  absent  from  town.  He  was  in  Yorkshire,  and  conse- 
quently the  business  was  in  the  hands  of  his  assistants.  He 


left  sufficient  stamps,  and  his  account  showed  that  in  the 
month  of  July  he  paid  for  more  stamps  than  in  any  other 
month  of  the  year.  His  account  for  Inland  Revenue  stamps 
in  the  course  of  the  year  came  to  nearly  100/.,  so  their 
Honours  would  see  that  there  was  no  intention  to  defraud 
the  Excise.  He  had  a  proper  stock  of  stamps  on  his 
premises  at  the  time  these  sales  were  made,  and  it  was 
owing  to  the  carelessness  of  his  assistants  that  the  stamps 
were  not  affixed  to  the  packets.  Mr.  Thompson  had  given 
instructions  to  his  assistants  to  affix  the  stamps,  and 
although  he  was  responsible  for  their  actions  he  had  every' 
confidence  in  asking  for  a  modified  penalty. 

Mr.  Poole,  supervisor  of  Inland  Revenue,  said :  I  beg  to 
state  that  Mr.  Thompson  has  been  nine  times  already  con- 
victed of  similar  offences,  and  the  last  occasion,  in  this 
Court,  he  was  fined  70Z.  I  therefore  press  for  the  full 
penalty. 

Mr.  Lillie  :  There  is  a  misapprehension  here.  Mr.  Thomp- 
son was  up  before,  but  he  was  not  convicted  nine  times.  He 
was  here  once  before,  and  there  were  nine  counts  in  the 
charge.    That  is  how  the  misapprehension  has  arisen. 

Mr.  Poole  :  The  other  eight  complaints  were  compromised 
by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue. 

Mr.  J ustice  Dunlop  remarked  that  the  explanation  regard- 
ing Mr.  Thompson's  absence  in  July  did  not  cover  the  trans- 
actions in  September. 

Mr.  Thompson  :  During  September  I  was  at  the  coast. 

Mr.  Poole :  I  have  a  witness  here  to  testify  that  Mr. 
Thompson  was  in  the  shop,  at  least  when  the  last  sale  was 
made.  '  * 

Mr.  Thompson :  I  might  be  in  the  shop,  and  yet  not  see 
the  packet  sold. 

Mr.  Poole,  in  reply  to  a  question  from  the  Bench,  said  it 
was  several  years  since  Mr.  Thompson  was  previously  before, 
the  Court. 

Mr.  Justice  Main,  in  giving  judgment,  said  the  Court  con- 
sidered that  the  case  was  a  very  bad  one.  They  considered 
that  as  respondent  had  been  already  before  the  Court  he  was 
perfectly  aware  of  his  duties  and  responsibilities,  and  they 
could  not  modify  the  fine  to  less  than  71.  for  each  offence 
or  42Z.  in  all.  They  hoped  that  would  put  an  end  to 
these  transactions. 

Mr.  Thompson,  when  leaving  the  bar,  said  he  would  do 
his  best  to  look  after  the  matter  in  future. 


The  Medicine-stamp  Act — A  Troublesome 
Dependant. 

John  Br  AUNd, shopkeeper,  of  Gunnislake,  was  charged  at  the 
Callington  (Devon)  Petty  Sessions,  on  November  7,  with  sell- 
ing a  patent  medicine  without  the  stamp.  Mr.  Brown,  super- 
visor of  Inland  Revenue,  Launceston,  prosecuted,  and  Mr. 
J.  P.  Blight,  of  Callington,  appeared  for  the  defence.  Mr. 
Brown  stated  that  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities  had  mani- 
fested a  great  deal  of  patience,  and  had  been  willing  to  give 
the  defendant  every  consideration.  But  the  defendant 
persisted  in  stating  that  he  had  not  broken  the  law,  as  he 
did  not  think  the  article  he  was  selling  was  a  patent  medicine. 
Defendant:  It  is  simply  a  lotion.  Mr.  Brown:  Guaranteed 
to  cure  a  disorder  applicable  to  the  human  body,  and  as 
such  clearly  liable  to  stamp  duty.  It  is  manifestly  unfair  to 
chemists  who  conform  with  the  law  that  the  defendant  do  es 
not.  Mr.  Blight  thought  his  client's  opinion  was  that  nothing 
was  a  patent  medicine  until  it  had  been  patented.  Mr. 
Brown :  The  word  "  patent "  is  unnecessary.  A  medicine 
that  is  set  forth  to  perform  the  cure  of  certain  diseases  is 
liable  to  stamp-duty.  An  Inland  Revenue  officer  proved  the 
purchase  of  a  bottle  of  the  lotion,  and  said  defendant  had  no 
licence  for  the  sale  of  patent  medicines,  and  refused  to 
take  any  steps  to  obtain  one.  Mr.  Blight  said  he  really 
had  no  defence.  He  was  obliged  to  say  that,  although  he 
supposed  Mr.  Braund  would  scarcely  agree  with  him.  His 
client's  contention  throughout  had  been  that  this  lotion  was 
not  a  patent  medicine  within  the  Act,  but  a  little  preparation 
of  his  own,  and  as  such  was  not  liable  to  the  duty  which 
the  supervisor  claimed.  The  defendant  considered  that  this 
lotion  was  an  excellent  remedy  for  rheumatism,  and  that  he 
was  conferring  a  benefit  upon  the  public  by  the  sale  of  it, 
although  it  had  brought  him  no  remuneration.  He  only 
wished  to  go  on  doing  the  good  to  the  public.  The  defen- 
dant attempted  to  relate  some  of  the  marvellous  cures  effected' 
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by  his  lotion,  but  was  interrupted  by  the  Bench.  Defendant: 
I  shall  pay  no  duty ;  my  body  is  at  your  service,  and  you  can 
do  what  you  like  with  it.  Mr.  Brown  again  referred  to  the 
Act  in  the  hope  that  defendant  would  give  way.  Defendant : 
I  shall  not  give  way  ;  nothing  shall  induce*  me  to  do  so.  As 
to  paying  any  penalty  or  fine,  I  never  will  as  long  as  God  gives 
me  breath.  Mr.  Blight  having  admitted  the  charge  of  selling 
patent  medicines  without  a  licence,  Mr.  Brown  explained 
that  in  this  case  the  penalty  was  202.,  and  that  in  both  cases 
the  Bench  had  no  option  but  to  impose  one- fourth  of  the 
penalties.  Defendant  was  then  fined  21.  10s.  in  the  first  case 
and  51.  in  the  second,  the  Chairman  expressing  the  hope  that 
the  Inland  Revenue  would  reduce  the  fine.  Defendant :  I 
shall  not  pay  any  expense.  My  body  is  at  your  service ;  that 
is  the  only  thing  I  have  to  offer  you.  Mr.  Brown  said  he 
should  convey  the  expression  of  the  Bench  to  the  Somerset 
House  authorities.  Addressing  the  defendant,  the  Chairman 
said  he  had  been  guilty  of  a  serious  impropriety  in  address- 
ing a  letter  to  him  with  reference  to  the  case.  Of  course, 
he  had  put  the  letter  in  the  fire. 


Temperance  Cider. 

Braund  was  also  charged  with  selling  bottled  cider  without 
a  licence  under  4  and  5  William  IV,,  c.  85,  s.  17,  the  penalty 
being  101.  Defendant  said  it  was  simply  a  temperance 
beverage.  Mr.  Browne  said  the  liquor  was  sold  as  cider, 
and  under  no  cover  whatever.  On  the  sign  swinging  in 
front  of  defendant's  house  were  the  words  "  Braund's  Cham- 
pagne Cider  Store,"  whilst  on  the  shop-window  were  the 
words  "  Braund's  Temperance  Champagne  Cider  Stores  ; 
open  daily,  Sundays  excepted."  He  submitted  that  if  cider, 
which  was  the  product  of  fermented  apple  juice,  was  sold, 
no  matter  how  weak,  the  person  so  selling  was  liable.  For 
anything  that  contained  more  than  2  per  cent,  of  proof 
spirit  a  licenie  was  necessary.  Samples  of  this  cider  had 
been  sent  to  Somerset  House  for  analysis,  and  were  found  to 
contain  over  3  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit.  Mr.  Blight  stated 
that  the  cider  was  made  by  defendant  from  a  preparation  he 
received  from  Messrs.  Newball  &  Mason,  of  Nottingham, 
according  to  the  directions  supplied.  On  the  same  day  that 
the  bottle  was  purchased  by  the  officer,  two  other  bottles 
were  sent  to  Mr.  Bean,  the  borough  analyst  of  Plymouth, 
who  said  that  it  only  contained  '19  per  cent,  of  pure  alcohol 
by  weight.  A  fine  of  Is  and  11.  costs  was  imposed.  De- 
fendant (excitedly)  :  I'll  never  pay  ;  take  my  body.  Mr. 
Blight  applied  for  a  month  to  pay  the  money,  but  defendant 
shouted  out,  "  I  don't  want  a  month ;  John  Braund  will  never 
alter  his  determination.  Here's  my  body;  take  it  and  do 
your  will."  The  Magistrates  allowed  the  month,  and  in  the 
event  of  the  money  not  being  paid,  distress-warrants  will 
issue  in  the  usual  way. 


The  Pine-tar  Soap  Case. 

In  connection  with  the  prosecution  of  Adolph  Ludovic  Declercq, 
of  Margate,  for  an  alleged  infringement  of  the  Stamp 
Act  under  circumstances  lately  reported,  the  Margate 
Justices  have  agreed  to  state  a  case  for  an  appeal  on  the 
application  of  the  prosecution.  Mr.  Burrows,  for  the 
defendant,  intimated  that  he  would  be  glad  to  facilitate  the 
appeal,  and  the  Justices  directed  that  Mr.  Burrows  should  be 
supplied  with  particulars  of  the  points  of  law  which  the 
Inland  Revenue  authorities  propose  to  raise. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 
Ungtjenttjm  Hydrargyri. 
At  the  North  London  Police  Court  on  November  8,  the  three 
Islington  chemists  who  had  been  summoned  by  the  Islington 
Vestry  for  selling  ung.  hyd.  deficient  in  mercurial  strength 
again  appeared  before  Mr.  Bros.  The  defendants  were  Mr. 
R.  B.  Cocker,  of  97  Newington  Green  Road ;  Mr.  Charles  E. 
Johnson,  30  Highbury  Park  ;  and  Mr.  John  Thomas  De  Peare, 
of  14  Highbury  Park. 

Mr.  Freeman,  solicitor,  appeared  for  Mr.  Johnson  ;  Messrs. 
Cocker  and  De  Peare  conducted  their  own  cases. 

Mr.  Hoare,  who  prosecuted  for  the  Vestry,  said  the 
Magistrate  would  remember  that  these  cases  had  been 
adjourned  for  the  attendance  of  Dr.  Harris,  medical  officer 


of  health,  who  had  sent  the  inspector  to  the  shops  of  the 
defendants  with  the  prescription  for  3  oz,  of  ung.  hyd. 

Dr.  Alfred  Harris  now  went  into  the  boz  and  deposed 
to  writing  the  three  prescriptions  produced.  He  had  read 
(he  said)  the  evidence  given  at  the  previous  hearing,  and 
knew  the  answers  the  defendants  made  to  the  allegations 
that  what  they  delivered  to  the  sanitary  inspector  wa3  not 
up  to  the  standard  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 

In  reply  to  the  Magistrate, 

Dr.  Harris  said  it  was  the  duty  of  the  chemist  to  follow 
the  instructions  of  the  medical  man  who  sent  the  prescription. 

Mr.  Bros  (to  Mr.  Freeman) :  You  don't  dispute  that,  I 
suppose  1 

Mr.  Freeman  :  No,  I  don't. 

Mr.  Cocker  and  Mr.  De  Peare  also  assented. 

Mr.  Cocker  said  he  would  like  to  ask  Dr.  Harris  if  he  had 
seen  "  ung.  hyd.  fort."  written  on  prescriptions. 

Dr.  Harris  :  Not  for  a  long  time. 

Mr.  Cocker :  If  you  write  to  your  wholesale  druggist,  would 
you  ask  for  ung.  hyd.  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  Crocker :  And  would  you  add  "  B  P."  ? — No. 

Mr.  Cocker  said  he  now  held  in  his  hand  a  letter  written 
by  Mr.  Martindale,  one  of  the  examiners  to  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society,  in  which  he  replied  to  the  question  "  How  many 
times  has  urjg  hyd.  been  prescribed  recently  ?  "  The  answer 
was,  "  In  25,500  recent  prescriptions  in  the  United  Kingdom 
it  has  been  prescribed  thirteen  times,  and  in  the  colonies 
thirty  times." 

Dr.  Harris,  in  reply  to  a  further  question,  said  the  drug 
was  sometimes  diluted  with  lard  and  applied  externally  where 
mercury  could  not  be  taken  internally.  It  was  often  applied 
to  syphilitic  infants  and  adults  who  could  not  tolerate 
mercury  taken  internally.  In  fact  this  was  in  nearly  all  the 
medical  text- books. 

Mr.  Cocker :  What  we  supplied  was  diluted  with  lard. 

Dr.  Harris  :  Yes  ;  but  there  was  not  the  standard  quantity 
of  mercury  in  it. 

Mr.  Bros :  What  the  Vestry  says  is  that  you  should  have 
supplied  what  the  Vestry  doctor  asked  for. 

Mr.  Freeman  (to  Dr.  Harris)  :  Do  you  think  the  ung.  hyd. 
would  keep  good  for  six  years  ? 

Dr.  Harris :  No,  I  think  not.  The  •  mercury  would  not 
disappear,  but  the  lard  would  become  rancid. 

Neither  Mr.  Johnson  nor  Mr.  De  Peare  asked  any 
questions  of  the  doctor,  and  Mr.  Hoare  said  this  was  his 
case. 

Mr.  Freeman  said  there  was  one  point  which  arose  on  the 
last  occasion  they  were  before  the  Court  which  he  would  like 
to  have  cleared  up.  It  was  part  of  Mr.  De  Peare 's  case  that 
he  obtained  his  ointment  from  Mr.  Johnson ;  and  he  (the 
speaker)  proposed  to  call  Mr.  Johnson  to  say  where  he  got 
his  lot  from. 

Mr.  Johnson  went  into  the  box  and  said  that  Mr.  De 
Peare  applied  to  him  for  2  oz.  of  ung.  hyd.,  and  he  supplied 
it  according  to  his  order.  He  (witness)  did  not  make  it  up 
himself.  He  had  it  in  stock.  It  was  in  stock  when  he  took 
the  business  in  January,  1891,  and  to  the  best  of  his  know- 
ledge it  had  not  been  touched  between  then  and  Mr.  De 
Peare's  application.  It  was  simply  labelled  "  Ucg.  Hvd. 
Fort.,"  and  no  "B.P."  upon  it.  He  supplied  it  actually  as  it 
was  in  the  pot. 

Mr.  Hoare  :  What  time  did  you  serve  it  ? 

Mr.  Johnson  :  I  did  not  serve  it :  my  assistant  did. 

Mr.  Freeman :  There  has  been  the  suggestion  that  you 
supplied  the  whole  of  the  3  oz.  which  were  supplied  by  Mr. 
De  Peare  to  the  inspector. 

Mr.  Johnson  :  I  only  had  2  oz.  and  a  drachm. 

Mr.  Hoare :  How  is  it  that  Mr.  De  Peare  says  he  had  3  oz. 
from  you  1 

Mr.  Freeman:  He  said  nothing  of  the  kind.  And  I 
thought  you  said  your  case  was  closed  ? 

Mr.  Hoare  (to  Mr.  Johnson)  :  Have  you  any  of  this  stuff 
upon  the  premises  now? 

Mr.  Johnson :  No.  The  drachm  which  was  left  I  sub- 
mitted to  analysis  to  test  the  inspector's  statement. 

Mr.  Hoare  :  With  what  result  ? 

Mr.  Johnson:  Evaporation  had,  no  doubt,  reduced  it  below 
the  B.P.  standard. 

Mr.  Freeman  :  I  should  like  your  Worship  to  ask  Mr.  De 
Peare  if  he  received,  as  suggested,  the  whole  of  the  3  oz 
J  rjm  Mr.  Johnson  1  , 
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Mr.  De  Pears  went  into  the  witness-box,  and,  in  reply  to  a 
question,  said,  "  I  got  2  cz  from  Mr.  Johnson.  My  assistant 
mixed  it  with  some  I  had  by  me,  and  supplied  the  officer 
with  the  lot.  It  was  not,  after  all,  exactly  3  oz.,  but  the 
officer  had  all  I  had,  and  was  charged  accordingly." 

Mr.  Bros  :  I  think  that  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Johnson,  if  the 
officer  did  not  get  what  he  asked  for  it  was  not  Mr. 
Johnson's  fault.  He  sent  out  for  it,  and  supplied  the  officer 
with  exactly  what  he  got.  Nobody  could  do  more  than  that. 
And  the  officer  having  told  him  he  was  bound  to  supply  what 
he  was  asked  for,  there  was  no  alternative  but  to  send  out 
to  get  it.  The  officer,  we  have  in  evidence,  told  the 
assistant  he  would  be  proceeded  against  if  he  did  not  supply 
what  he  was  asked  for.  To  insist  upon  being  supplied,  and 
then  to  summon  the  chemist  because  he  did  not  get  it  exactly 
correct,  was  rather  hard,  therefore  the  case  against  Mr. 
Johnson  will  be  dismissed.  Mr.  Cocker  certainly  did  not 
supply  what  he  was  asked  for  ;  that  being  so,  he  must  pay. 
It  would  be  much  wiser  if  chemists,  when  they  get  prescrip- 
tions from  medical  men,  made  them  up  as  ordered,  instead 
of  usiDg  that  discretionery  power  of  which  Mr.  Cocker  spoke 
at  the  last  hearing.  If  they  did  this  it  would  save  a  great 
deal  of  trouble.  However,  I  think  if  Mr.  Cocker  pajs 
12s.  6d.  costs  that  will  meet  his  case. 

Mr.  Cocker  :  Thank  you,  your  Worship. 

Mr.  Bros :  And  Mr.  De  Peare  is  in  very  much  the  same 
position.  The  sample  he  had  was,  no  doubt,  deficient  in  its 
active  property.  He  sent  out  to  somebody  else  for  some  of 
the  stuff  and  mixed  it  with  what  he  had.  And  the  two 
analyses  showed  that  what  he  had  for  sale  was  not  up  to 
the  strength  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  :  12s.  6d.  costs,  as 
in  the  other  case. 


Seidlitz-powdebs. 

John  Thomas  Bayliff,  chemist,  Iogleton,  was  summoned 
at  the  Ingleton  (Yorkshire)  Petty  Sessions,  on  Oitober  30, 
by  Arthur  Randerson,  inspector,  for  selling  seidlitz-powders 
(through  his  assistant)  not  of  the  nature,  substance  and 
quality  demandei.  The  inspector  said  he  purchased 
four  powders.  The  county  analyst  certified  that  their 
composition  was  not  according  to  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia. The  defendant  said  he  did  not  make  them  up,  and 
hid  never  seen  them.  His  manager  told  him  that  the 
inspector  did  not  ask  for  B.P.  powders.  Seidlitz-powders 
were  made  in  four  strengths,  and  he  did  not  see  that  they 
were  far  wrong.  Until  lately  seidlitz-powders  might  be  any- 
thing that  the  one  who  mixed  them  liked,  and  he  maintained 
that  the  powders  in  question  were  equal  to  or  superior  to 
thousands  that  were  put  upon  the  market.  Arnold  Wilkin- 
son, assistant,  said  that  in  any  shop  that  he  had  Leen  in  he 
had  been  accustomed  to  make  four  strengths.  It  was  only 
lately  that  they  were  required  to  be  made  officially.  He 
told  the  inspector  that  he  had  none  made  when  they  were 
demanded,  and  that  he  had  not  weighed  them  as  he  (the 
inspector)  was  in  a  hurry.  When  making  them  up  he 
always  weighed  them,  but  on  this  occasion,  as  the  inspector 
was  in  a  hurry,  he  measured  them  (measure  produced  in 
court).  Measuring  them  was  not  so  exact  as  weighing  them. 
To  prosecutor :  You  did  not  ask  for  B  P.  powders,  or  you 
would  have  got  them.  The  Bench  fined  the  defendant  Is. 
aud  costs  13s. 'Id.),  the  Chairman  remarking  that  they 
dii  not  wish  half  Ingleton  to  run  the  risk  of  being  poisoned. 
A  second  charge  in  respect  of  bismuth  lozenges  was 
adjourned. 


DISTRICT  COUNCILS  NOT  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
DAMAGES. 

Mr.  Chaenock,  a  chemical  manufacturer,  Springfield,  Os- 
waldtwistle,  in  the  Blackburn  County  Court  lately  claimed 
25J.  9s.  lid.  from  the  Oswaldtwistle  District  Council  for  damage 
occasioned,  he  alleged,  by  the  negligence  of  the  defendants,  or 
their  servants,  from  sewage.  He  stated  that  on  Sunday, 
March  23  last,  his  stoke-hole  was  flooded  to  the  extent  of  a 
yard  and  a  quarter,  by  water  from  a  sewer  into  which  a 
manhole  was  in  course  of  erection,  and  held  that  if,  instead 
of  stopping  the  work,  at  Friday  mid-day,  the  workmen 
continued  the  work  on  Saturday  the  sewer  would  not  have 
bem  blocked.  Mr.  D'Arcy,  who  appeared  for  the  Council, 
quoted  a  number  of  legal  authorities  to  show  that  a  contractor 


to  a  local  body  was  not  liable  for  a  nnisance  which  occurred 
during  the  performance  of  the  work.  He  held  besides  that 
the  flooding  of  the  stoke-hole,  which  was  in  the  hollow,  was 
caused  by  the  exceptionally  heavy  storm,  which  no  one  could 
have  foreseen.  On  the  first  point  His  Honour  non-suited 
the  plaintiff. 


THE  SALE  OF  POISONOUS  SHEEP-DIP. 

At  the  Sligo  Quarter  Sessions,  before  Judge  O'Connor 
Morris,  on  November  9,  Mr.  McGoldrick,  a  farmer,  claimed 
501  damages  from  Messrs.  Dennicg  &  Sons,  chemists,  Sligo 
and  Boyle,  alleging  that  they  were  guilty  of  gross  negligence 
in  supplying  him  with  Bigg's  sheep-dip,  which  is  a  poisonous 
compound,  for  application  to  cattle,  without  giving  proper 
directions  as  to  its  nse,  whereby  five  of  plaintiff's  cattle  died. 
It  appeared  from  the  evidence  that  on  the  mixture,  of  the 
nature  of  which  plaintiff  was  ignorant,  being  applied  to  the 
cattle  they  licked  one  another,  with  the  above  disastrous 
result.  Defendant's  contention  was  that  as  he  had  given  a 
pamphlet  of  instructions  with  the  jar  of  dip  he  was  not 
liable.  His  Honour  held  that  vendors  selling  such  dangerous 
compounds  should  exercise  the  utmost  care  and  give  full 
instructions  as  to  their  use,  and  gave  a  decree  for  the  full 
amount  claimed,  with  costs.  Notice  of  appeal  has  been 
lodged. 


THE  HOMOCEA  TRADE  MARKS. 

In  the  matter  of  the  Liverpool  Mortgage  Insurance* 
Company's  trade-marks,  which  raised  the  question  of  the 
validity  of  the  Homocea  marks,  intimation  was  made  to  Mr. 
Justice  Stirling  in  the  Chancery  Division  on  November  8  that 
the  parties  had  come  to  terms.  Mr.  Jenkins  reminded  the 
Court  that  it  was  an  application  to  expunge  the  marks  from 
the  register ;  but  it  had  now  been  agreed  to  take  an  order 
dismissing  the  motion  without  costs,  and  the  order  would 
contain  an  admission  by  the  applicants  that  the  trade- 
marks were  valid  so  far  as  they  were  concerned.  His 
Lordship  made  an  order  in  terms  of  the  agreed  minutes. 


A  PAREGORIC  TRADE-MARK. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court,  on  November  14, 
Mr.  Vernon  Smith,  Q  C,  applied  on  behalf  of  Mr.  J. 
Rowlands  for  an  injunction  restraining  the  defendant,  Mr. 
Mitchell,  from  infringing  a  certain  trade- mark,  and  also 
from  passing  off  his  goods  as  the  goods  of  the  plaintiff. 
Counsel  said  the  trade- mark,  which  was  registered,  was  in 
respect  of  "Army  and  Navy  Paregoric-tablets"  The  defend- 
ant had  only  since  last  May  attempted  what  plaintiff  alleged 
was  an  infringement  of  his  trade-mark,  and  plaintiff  only 
discovered  what  he  was  doing  in  October.  The  tablets  in 
question  were  contained  in  circular  packages  with  a  pink 
wrapper.  The  trade-mark  was  a  likeness  of  Mr.  Rowlands 
with  the  words  "  Army  and  Navy  Paregoric-tablets  "  under- 
neath. The  defendant's  package  was  very  similar  in  make-up. 
There  was  a  pink  wrapper  with  a  likeness,  but  the  likeness 
in  this  case  was  that  of  Mr.  Hoskins,  who  formerly,  he 
understood,  manufactured  the  paregoric  tablets  for  Mr. 
Rowlands.  Mr.  Swinfen  Eady,  Q.C.,  who  appeared  for  the 
defendant,  asked  that  the  case  might  stand  over  for  a  week 
to  allow  him  to  answer  affidavits.  Mr.  Vernon  Smith  said 
the  case  had  stood  over  from  time  to  time.  Mr.  Justice 
Chitty  said  this  was  a  game  very  prettily  but  sometimes 
foolishly  played  by  counsel  on  motions.  He  would  permit 
the  motion  to  stand  over  for  a  week,  the  defendant  under- 
taking to  keep  an  account.  No  such  application,  however, 
need  be  made  next  week. 


3S8ankruptq?  TReporta. 


Re  B.  H.  Conyers,  Wakefield,  Druggist. 
THis.debtor  was  examined  at  the  Wakefield  Bankruptcy 
Court  on  November  7.    In  answer  to  Mr.  Ottley,  bankrupt 
said  he  was  late  manager  for  Mrs.  Ibbotson,  druggist.  Com- 
petition, bad  trade,  and  excess  of  expenditure  over  profits 
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were  the  causes  of  his  failure.  He  commenced  business  with 
150Z.,  but  a  year  ago  had  lost  his  capital.  His  deficiency 
was  1101.  The  estate  would  probably  pay  about  10*.  in  the 
pound 

The  examination  was  closed,  subject  to  the  signing  of  the 
notes  in  a  week's  time. 


Be  George  Smith  Palmer,  4  Corrance  Road,  Brixton, 
Chemist's  Manager. 

This  bankrupt  attended  before  Mr.  Registrar  Brougham 
Elthe  London  Binkraptcy  Court  on  November  8  for  public 
examination,  upon  accounts  showing  debts  3391.  3s.  4<Z.,  and 
assets  nil.  In  the  course  of  his  evidence  the  bankrupt 
stated  that  whilst  in  business  on  his  own  account  he  failed, 
and  paid  a  composition  of  Is.  Gd.  ih  the  pound  on  debts  of 
1,1167.  He  subsequently  traded  for  about  twelve  months, 
when  the  mortgagees  of  the  lease  and  fixtures  foreclosed, 
and  he  abandoned  the  business.  Daring  the  next  twelve 
months  he  was  out  of  employment,  but  had  since  acted  as 
manager  of  other  firms.  After  paying  the  composition  he 
was  practically  clear  of  all  trade-debts,  but  was  indebted  for 
cash  advances.  At  the  present  time  he  was  in  receipt  of  a 
weekly  salary  of  31 ,  upon  which  he  had  to  support  a  wife 
and  five  children.  His  liabilities  included  137?.  in  respect  of 
guarantees  given  by  him  for  the  accommodation  of  two 
assistants  in  the  same  line  of  business.  When  giving  those 
guarantees  he  did  not  expect  to  be  called  upon  to  meet  the 
debts,  but  in  both  cases  his  friends  had  gone  away  and  left 
the  liability  to  him.  Witness  had  had  a  deficiency  for  some 
years,  and  was  obliged  to  borrow  money  whilst  out  of 
employment  in  1836  He  had  paid  high  rates  of  interest,  in 
one  instance  being  charged  31.  10s.  for  a  loan  of  101.  for 
three  months.  The  only  security  he  gave  for  that  loan  was 
his  note  of  hand.  He  aimitted  that  when  he  became  surety 
for  others  he  had  debis  on  his  own  account,  and  could  only 
hope  to  pay  them  off  by  instalments  from  future  salary. 

There  was  no  opposition  on  the  part  of  creditors,  and  the 
examination  was  ordered  to  be  concluded. 


Be  George  Dobson,  Cardiff,  Chemical-manufacturer. 

At  the  Cardiff  County  Court  on  Thursday,  Mr.  George 
Dobson,  formerly  a  chemical-manufacturer,  of  Cardiff,  who 
filed  his  petition  on  December ,4,  1893,  and  was  adjudicated  a 
bankrupt,  applied  for  his  discharge.  The  bankrupt's  liabili- 
ties were  estimated  at  2,873Z.  14s.  3d  ,  with  assets  estimated 
at  411Z.  The  bankrupt  had  previously  (in  1887)  paid  a 
composition  of  2s.  Gd.  in  the  pound.  In  January,  1893,  he 
agreed  to  sell  the  whole  of  hi3  plant  and  machinery  to  a 
limited  company,  but  was  unable  to  complete  his  contract 
through  want  of  funds  necessary  to  redeem  the  lease  of  the 
works.  The  company,  having  paid  cash,  took  possession  of 
"  the  plant "  and  machinery,  and  engaged  bankrupt  as  their 
manager.  The  contract  with  the  company  was  subsequently 
completed  by  the  Official  Receiver.  The  Official  Receiver,  on 
behalf  of  creditors,  now  objected  to  the  discharge  of  the 
bankrupt,  the  creditors  feeling  that  they  had  not  been 
properly  consulted  by  the  bankrupt  with  reference  to  the 
assignment  of  his  assets  to  the  limited  company.  On  the 
promise  of  bankrupt's  counsel  to  raise  100Z.  to  pay  to  the 
Official  Receiver  for  the  creditors,  his  Honour  Judge  Owen 
granted  the  discharge,  after  two  years'  suspension. 


Be  James  Burt  Gibbons,  72  Mark  Lane,  E.C.  Chemical 
Merchant  and  Commission  Agent. 

This  bankrupt  applied  to  Mr.  Registrar  Hope,  on  Novem- 
ber 14,  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  for  an  order  of 
discharge.  His  failure  occurred  in  May  1893,  the  accounts 
showing  ranking  liabilities  4,297Z.  2*.  Id.,  and  assets 
estimated  to  produce  1,7582.  5s.  9d.  The  Official  Receiver 
reported  that  the  value  of  the  assets  as  estimated  by  the 
bankrupt  was  unfounded  and  unjustifiable ;  that  only  11.  2s. 
could  be  realised,  and  that  no  dividend  could  be  paid  to  the 
creditors.  The  offences  charged  by  the  Official  Receiver 
were  (1)  insufficient  assets  to  show  10s.  in  the  pound  on  the 
unsecured  debts  ;  (2)  imperfect  book-keeping  ;  and  (3)  rash 
and  hazardous  speculation.  The  registrar  ordered  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  order  for  discharge  for  two  years. 


<5a3ette. 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Haynes,  D.  S.,  and  Barnard,  W.  J.,  under  the  style  of  Haynes 
Barnard,  Blackheath  Hill,  S.E.,  wholesale  druggists,  manufacturing, 
chemists,  and  commission  agents. 

Ogden,  J.,  and  Ogden,  T.,  under  the  style  of  John  Ogden,  Oldham 
herb-beer  manufacturers. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 

Receiving  Orders. 

Cassell,  Frederick  Arthur  (trading  as  Fred  A.  Oassell  &  Co.,  and 
now  or  formerly  also  trading  as  the  Arabian  Oil  Company  ),  Arabian 
Wharf,  Blackhorse  Road,  Deptford,  S.E.,  tar-distiller  and  chemical- 
manufacturer. 

Jenkins,  George,  Oasrphilly,  mineral-water  manufacturer. 


2)eeos  of  arrangement 

Ardin,  John  William,  641  London  R:ad,  Hesley,  Sheffield,  druggist. 
Trustee,  James  Morrison,  10  Figtree  Lane,  Sheffield,  accountant. 


Dated.  Novemb  'r  6 ;  filed,  November  7.  Liabilities  unsecured, 
219Z.  6s.  8i/. ;  estimated  net  assets,  103/. 

£    s.  d. 

Ardin,  Anne,  Heeley       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..    60   0  0 

Eden,  Thomas,  Heeley   20   0  0 

Raimes  &  Co ,  York    :       . .    43   0  0 


Leather,  Arthur,  2  Tariff  Street,  Liverpool,  and  Forge  Street,  Bootle, 
and  residing  at  Higher  Parade,  New  Brighton,  veterinary  surgeon. 
Trustee,  George  Mahon,  23  North  John  Street,  Liverpool,  accountant. 
Dated,  November  7 :  filed,  November  9.  Secured  creditors,  1,400/. ; 
liabilities  unsecured,  624/.  9s.  Id. ;  estimated  net  assets,  581/.  2s.  5d. 


£  i.  d. 

Bankers'  Claims   179  0  0 

Clay,  Dod  &  Co.,  Liverpool    38  0  0 

Corporation  of  Liverpool,  Liverpool  ..       ..        ..    17  0  0 

Eskrigge  &  Roby,  Liverpool   35  0  0 

L) on,  James  &  Co.,  Liverpool  ..       ..       . .       ..    66  0  0 

McMurchie,  R.,  Liverpool   19  0  0 

Miller  &  Taylor,  Glasgow        ..       ..       ..       ..    25  0  0 

Northern  Investment  Company,  Liverpool  ..       ..    50  0  0 

Park,  Wuliam  &  Co.,  Wigan   120  0  0 

Reid,  A.,  &  Co.,  Glasgow  19  0  0 


SSuaineea  Cbangea, 


Mr.  Boyce  has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  A.  J.  White, 
of  450  New  Cross  Road,  S.E. 

Day's  Southern  Drug  Company  are  opening  a  new 
branch  at  George  Street,  Croydon. 

Messrs.  Hobbes  &  Co.  have  purchased  the  business  of 
Mr.  Tuck  at  358  High  Street,  Chatham. 

Mr  W.  E.  Clarke  has  purchassed  the  business  of  Mr. 
Charles  l'icnot,  High  Street,  Strood,  Kent. 

Mr.  Davis  has  purchased  the  chemist's  business  of  Messrs. 
Smith  &  Ingram,  at  Lewisham  High  Road,  S.E. 

Mr.  Hubert  Rigden  has  j  ust  opened  the  "  Greenhill 
Pharmacy  "  near  the  Metropolitan  Station,  at  Harrow. 

Mr.  F.  P.  Pembleton  (late  with  Boots,  Limited)  has 
opened  an  elegant  pharmacy  at  67  London  Road,  Derby. 

Mr.  Geo.  P.  Gibson  has  bought  the  business  lately 
carried  on  by  Mr.  George  Wright  at  12  West  Church  Street, 
Buckie. 

Mr.  Neeson, late  of  Nells  Road,  Sydenham,  has  purchased 
the  business  of  Mr.  John  Chapman,  1  Southbridge  Road, 
Croydon. 

Mr.  Bevan,  High  Road,  Kilburn,  has  disposed  of  his 
fittings  and  stock,  and  the  shop  is  now  opened  as  a  pianoforte 
establishment. 

Mr.  W.  B.  ChAtterton  has  purchased  the  business  of 
Mr.  J.  H.  Chantry,  at  92  London  Road,  Southborough,  near 
Tunbridge  Wells. 
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TRADE 
MARK. 


GOLD  MEDALS  1884-1885-1886- I886t 

8V__-    <* 

Iff 

HOW     TO  DISINFECT. 

A  New  and  Valuable  Book.  Prepared  at  great  expense,  and  giving  simple 
directions  "  HOW  TO  DISINFECT "  in  cases  of  the  various  Infectious 
Diseases,  and  also  in  everyday  life,  will  be  sent  Post  Free  on  application  to 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,  Ltd.,  Bethnal  Green,  London, 

or  to  THE  AMERICAN  SANITAS  CO..  636  West  55*  «t.,  New  York, 
Sole  Manufacturers  of  tne  famous 

.   SANITAS"    DISINFECTANTS  ANJ  APPLIANCES. 

jU- ..  rooms :  29  Queen  Victoria  Street,  EC. 


ii 


9  9 


CONDY'S  FLUID 

Contains  no  PERMANGANATE  of  POTASH. 


ELEVEN  INJUNCTIONS 


— _  __ — ___ — _________ — ,  

With  damages  and  costs  have  been  obtained  against  Chemists 
selling  a  solution  of  Permanganate  of  Potash  in  execution 

of  orders  for  "  Condy's  Fluid." 
CONDY  &  MITCHELL,  Ltd.,  67  Turnmill  St.,  London,  England. 

PUREST  IN  ENGLAND. 


BOURNE 
TABLE 


SODA,  SELTZER, 
LITHIA,  POTASH,  LEMONADE, 
GINGER  ALE,  &e. 


Supplied  in  Six  Dozen 
Cases, 
Carriage  Paid,  by 


Analysis,  &c,  on 
Application. 


R.  M.  MILLS  &  CO., 

BOURNE, 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 


WATERS 


West  End  Agent,  D.  WHEATLET,  16a  North  Audley  Street,  W. 
Oity  Agents,  RAE  &  Co.,  23  Fenchurch  Street,  E.C.  And  of  all  Chemists, 
Wine  Merchants,  Hotels,  &c. 

PATENTS,  DESIGNS,  &  TRADE  MARKS. 

Searches  effected  through  the  Classified  Volumes  of  the  Society 
ree  of  charge.    Registrations  throughout  the  world.  Advice 
as  to  infringements  preliminary  to  litigation. 

APPLY— 

TRADE    MARK    PROTECTION  SOCIETY, 

1  PUKNIVAL   STREET,  E.C. 

/HOLLER'S  HYDROXYL=FREE  OIL. 

A  New  Method  of  Manufacturing  Cod-Iiver  Oil. 


The  Primitive  Process  dates  back  to  the  Palaeolithic  age  of  Northern 
Europe,  ai.d  its  modus  oJ>era?idi  was  to  keep  the  livers  till  they  became 
putrid  and  the  oil,  &c,  exuded  from  them. 

The  Steam  Process,  which  we  introduced  in  1853,  revolutionised  the 
manufacture,  and  its  product— the  colourless  oil— has  since  occupied  the 
place  of  the  old  brown  oils. 

The  New  Process  now  being  introduced  is  the  second  important  ad- 
vance in  the  system  of  manufacture,  and  its  product— the  hydroxyl-free 
oil — is  as  essentially  different  from  steam-prepared  oil  as  that  was  from 
the  brown  oil. 

Full  particulars,  prices,  &c,  on  application  to— 

PETER  MOLLER, 

LONDON   OFFICES-  43  SNOW   HILL,  E.C; 


MALT  EXTRACT. 


In  Bulk. 


In  Bottles. 


MALT  EXTRACT  |  EXTRACT  of  MALT, 

LIQUID. 


WITH  COD  LIVER  OIL. 


CONCENTRATED  DRY  EXTRACT  OF  MALT 

IN  POWDER. 

These  are  made  in  vacuo  from  thoroughly  sound  malt  of  the  best  Pale 
Barley  only,  have  the  maximum  proportion  of  diastase,  and  are  suitable 
for  export  to  all  climates. 


JOHN  MOSS  &c  CO., 

Galen  Works,  Wilson  St.,  New  Cross  Road,  London,  S.E. 


TRADE  MARK  REGISTRATIONS. 

(HOME,   FOREIGN,  AND  COLONIAL.) 

Mo d era 1e  Inclusive  Foes. 

SEARCHES,    REPORTS,  DESIGNS. 
T.B.  BROWNE.  Ld.t  163,  Queen  Victoria  St.,  E.C. 


"A  PERFECT  BEVERAGE," 

combining 

"STRENGTH,  PURITY,  AND 

SOLUBILITY."—  Medical  Annual. 


Van 

Hot-ten's 

Cocoa 


PURE 
SOLUBLE. 


E  A  SILT 
DIGESTED. 


"I  find  VIBRONA 
excellent,  and  deserving  oi 
all  the  praise  said  in  its- 
favour."— 


'An  Excellent  Wine."— TV  Lancet. 
SotE  Proprietors'* 

Fletcher.  Fletcher  &  (£°  Hoiioway.  London 


 M.D. 


THE    NEW    IRISH  PRESIDENT. 

Me.  W.  F.  Wells,  junior,  the  newly  appointe  d  President 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  in  succession  to 
Mr.  William  Hayes,  who  has  occupied  the  Chair  for  the  past 
five  years,  has  held  a  leading  position  in  the  Council  ever 
since  May,  1889,  when  he  led  the  attack  which  overthrew 
Mr.  Brunker,  who  seemed  to  have  acquired  an  almost  dic- 
tatorial authority  over  the  pharmaceutical  affairs  of  Ireland. 
There  had  been  Ja  long  and  acrimonious  parliamentary 
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contest  between  the  chemists  and  druggists  and  the  phar- 
maceutical chemists  of  Ireland,  and  in  the  latter  part  of 
1888  Mr.  Brunker,  who  had  been  most  vigorous  in  his 
advocacy  of  the  pharmaceutical  chemists'  side  of  the  con- 
troversy, discovered  that  it  was  quite  impossible  to  carry 
through  Parliament  the  amending  Bill  which  the  Society 
had  drafted  against  the  determined  opposition  of  the 
chemists.  Negotiations  followed  and  a  compromise  seemed 
to  be  effected ;  but  at  this  moment  Mr.  Wells  raised  an 
opposition  which  soon  gathered  strength  and  manifested 
itself  so  distinctly  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Council  held 
on  May  27,  1889,  that  Mr.  Brunker  and  Mr.  Drapar,  President 
and  Vice-President,  resigned  their  offices  and  their  seats  on 
the  Council.    Since  then  Mr.  Wells  has  shown  on  every 


occasion  such  an  exact  knowledge  of  the  legal  position  of 
pharmacy  in  Ireland,  such  a  quick  appreciation  of  new  cir- 
cumstances and  arguments,  and  such  ready  resource,  that 
the  Council  have  in  all  difficulties  relied  very  considerably 
•on  his  guidance.  DuriDg  a  long  absence  of  Mr.  Hayes, 
Mr.  Wells,  then  Vice-President,  was  practically  at  the  head  of 
the  Council,  so  that  he  has  had  the  opportunity  of  showing 
administrative  j  udgment  as  well  as  combative  skill.  He  is 
still  young,  has  built  up  a  large  and  high-class  business 
in^Dublin,  and  notwithstanding  his  reputation  as  a  fighter, 
is  popular  among  his  colleagues,  and  is  certainly  not  dis- 
liked by  those  whom  he  has  most  energetically  opposed. 
He  is  a  teetotaller  and  is  pretty  well  known  in  England, 
having  been  a  frequent  visitor  to  the  meetings  of  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  POLITICS. 
The  Vice-President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  in  a 
speech  to  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  last  week, 
seems  to  have  announced  authoritatively  that  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  were  drafting  another  amending  pharmacy 
Bill  to  lay  before  Parliament  next  session.  We  are  a  little 
surprised  to  hear  this.  His  chief  stated  at  Sheffield  a 
month  ago  that  the  Council  were  proposing  to  use  all  the 
influence  they  could  command  to  get  the  law  affecting  com- 
panies amended  so  as  to  prevent  the  evasion  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act  by  means  of  registration  under  the  Companies'  Acts. 
But  this  action  is  quite  properly  to  be  taken  if  and  when 
the  Government  introduce  a  Bill  based  on  the  recomrrun  la- 
ition  of  the  Board  of  Trade  Committee.  He  also  intimated 
that  the  Council  were  prepared  to  move  in  regard  to  the 
addition  of  carbolic  acid  and  other  poisons  to  the  schedule. 
But  it  is  hardly  likely  that  a  Bill  would  be  introduced  for 


this  purpose,  at  least  until  other  means  had  been  tried  to 
induce  the  Privy  Council  to  carry  out  the  duty  imposed  upon 
them  by  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868  to  protect  the  public 
from  the  reckless  sale  of  poisons.  It  seems  a  pity  that  at  a 
time  when  these  most  important  objects  are  contemplated 
the  energy  of  the  Council  and  the  enthusiasm  of  the  trade 
should  be  squandered  on  such  secondary  objects  as  the  cur- 
riculum and  the  constitution  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  ? 
which,  according  to  Mr.  Harrison,  are  the  other  subjects  of  the 
Council's  deliberations.  Even  though  a  clause  could  be  carried 
securing  for  pharmaceutical  chemists  and  chemists  and 
druggists  (with  a  reservation  of  the  rights  of  medical  men) 
the  exclusive  authority  to  compound  medical  prescriptions, 
the  gain  would  be  as  nearly  as  possible  nil.  Nobody  dis- 
penses prescriptions  now  except  chemists,  medical  men,  and 
companies.  The  last-named  are  to  be  struck  at  in  another 
direction,  so  that  there  is  no  great  purpose  to  be  served  by 
the  enactment  of  a  provision  of  the  character  referred  to. 

Mr.  Harrison  does  not  appear  to  be  a  very  safe  teacher  of 
pharmaceutical  politics.  He  possesses  so  largely  the 
dangerous  gift  of  fluency  that  he  is  tempted  perhaps  to 
neglect  the  more  valuable  quality  of  accuracy.  Referring  to 
the  Act  of  1868,  Mr.  Harrison  said  it  was  "  a  distinct  con- 
tract "  which  Parliament  entered  into  with  chemists  that  if 
they  would  educate  their  men  they  would  grant  them  the 
exclusive  right  to  a  title  and  to  the  sale  of  poisons.  The 
chemists,  he  says,  have  strictly  carried  out  their  part  of  the 
bargain,  and  Parliament  should  be  called  upon  to  carry  out 
theirs.  It  is  misleading  rhetoric  such  as  this  which  creates, 
and  to  an  estent  justifies,  the  prejudices  of  certain  judges 
against  the  Act.  Mr.  Harrison  told  his  audience  later  on  that 
the  House  of  Lords  had  decided  in  a  certain  case  which  came 
before  it  that  the  use  of  the  description ' '  shipping  druggist "  by 
an  unregistered  person  was  an  infringement  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act.  In  this  statement  too  he  was  inaccurate.  No  case  in- 
volving the  use  of  the  title  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  has 
come  before  the  House  of  Lords,  nor  so  far  as  we  can  recol- 
lect before  any  High  Court.  Mr.  Harrison's  allegations  that 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council  have  been  condemned  for  not 
getting  carbolic  acid  added  to  the  schedule  are  similarly 
inexact.  He  would  find  it  difficult  to  quote  from  any 
person  with  the  most  superficial  knowledge  of  the  circum- 
stances any  such  condemnation.  He  also  states  that  the 
Council  are  charged  in  various  quarters  with  neglecting 
trade  interests.  That  this  charge  was  at  one  time  made,  and 
rightly  made,  against  the  Council  is  true  enough.  But  it 
seems  to  us  that  the  trade  have  almost  too  generously  re- 
cognised the  signs  of  a  changed  condition  in  the  Council's 
proceedings.  It  was  not  until  the  Pharmacy  Act  had  been 
in  existence  for  nearly  twenty-five  years  that  they  ventured  to 
test  its  quality  although  they  were  urged  to  do  this  by  many 
influential  authorities.  Lately  they  have  been  enforcing  the 
Act  with  fairness  and  vigour,  and  their  action  has  been  recog- 
nised with  gratitude.  It  is  a  poor  method  of  advocating  the 
Society's  claims,  and  one  quite  unworthy  of  Mr.  Harrison's 
abilities,  to  knock  down  a  series  of  perfectly  fictitious 
arguments. 


PRIMULA.  OBCONICA. 

Some  facts  concerning  poisoning  by  Primula  obconica,  referred 
to  in  the  Summer  number  of  The  Chemist  axd  Druggist, 
appear  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Garden.  The  cause  of  the  evil 
effects  of  the  plant  has  never  been  satisfactorily  proved,  nor 
has  it  been  determined  whether  the  poison  proceeded  from 
the  flower  or  from  the  leaves — namely,  from  the  pollen  or 
from  the  hairs  which  cover  the  under  side  of  the  leaves. 
That  the  latter  are  the  real  cause  of  the  mischieE  would  seem 
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to  be  the  case  from  the  experience  of  three  correspondents 
in  the  Garden.    One  of  these  states  that 

some  unflowered  seedlings  had  grown  close  together  on  a  soil- 
heap,  and  had  very  luxuriant  leaves  a  foot  long.  I  was  half  an 
hour  pulling  them  apart  and  packing  them  to  send  away. 
That  night  so  violent  an  irritation  came  on  the  palms 
of  my  hands  and  my  wrists  as  to  keep  me  awake  nearly  all 
night.  The  appearance  produced  was  something  like  the 
rash  of  scarlatina.  The  irritation  lasted  for  three  or  four 
days,  and  in  nine  or  ten  days  my  hands  and  the  sides  of  my 
fingers  peeled.  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  handling 
the  large  green  leaves  of  the  primroses  was  the  cause. 

Another  correspondent  says  :— 

Daring  the  transferring  of  some  seedlings  of  the  plant  into 
pots,  I  had  my  first  attack  of  a  very  irritable  form  of  skin- 
disease  on  my  hands  and  face,  which  continued  very  fre- 
quently for  over  a  year.  During  that  time  I  spent  some 
201  in  doctors'  bills,  &c,  and  all  to  no  purpose,  as  every 
attack  became  more  severe,  until  I  read  of  others  suffering 
in  the  same  way.  I  at  once  discontinued  to  touch  the  plant, 
and  from  that  time  I  have  been  quite  free  from  what  the 
doctors  called  a  very  severe  form  of  e;zema. 

From  the  fact  that  the  plants  handled  were  not  in  flower, 
nor  had  even  approached  the  flowering  period,  the  writer 
concludes  that  it  is  the  hairy  growth  beneath  the  leaves 
that  caused  the  mischief.  Another  writer  says  that,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  plant  has  become  so  generally 
cultivated — one  can  scarcely  name  a  country  market,  large  or 
small,  where  one  will  not  find  pot  plants  of  it — it  is  well  to 
put  people  on  their  guard  as  to  the  danger  they  risk  in 
handling  it.  He  says,  from  its  appearance  in  so  many 
cottage-windows,  it  is  highly  probable  that  scores  may  be 
suffering  from  its  effects  who  never  dream  of  the  source 
from  which  the  danger  springs.  The  strange  part  of  the 
business  is  that  some  people  can  handle  it  with  impunity, 
while  others  can  scarcely  venture  within  touch  of  it. 
A  six  or  seven  years'  experience  of  the  plant,  accom- 
panied with  much  suffering,  has  caused  the  writer  to 
determine  that,  if  he  had  to  choose  between  two  plants,  he 
would  prefer  handling  a  bunch  of  stinging-nettles  rather 
than  the  Primula  ohconica.  The  writer  afterwards  made 
experiments  which  proved  conclusively  that  it  is  the 
numerous  glands  on  the  leaves  and  stems  that  contain  the 
poisonous  element.  This,  then,  seems  to  be  the  opinion  of 
the  writers  of  the  three  letters  quoted,  inasmuch  as  no 
flowering- plants  were  at  hand  at  the  times  when  the  writers 
themselves  were  suffering  from  the  poison,  so  that,  while  the 
cause  of  the  poisoning  is  still  unexplained,  the  seat  of  the 
mischief  is  clearly  shown  to  reside  in  the  leaves. 


CHEMISTS  IN  OUR  VILLAGE. 
London  chemists  have  so  few  functions  strictly  local  in 
character  that  we  may  be  excused  calling  their  attention  to 
the  West  of  London  chemists'  dinner,of  which  foil  particulars 
are  given  under  "  Next  Week." 

ISLINGTON  OPINION. 
Our  Islington  reporter  states  that  ratepayerial  opinion  in 
that  locality  on  the  recent  mercurial  ointment  prosecutions 
is  not  in  favour  of  the  medical  officer.  It  is  thought  that 
he  might  have  gratified  himself  by  catching  the  chemists 
with  old-time  prescriptions  without  taxing  the  rates.  Our 
commentator  says  the  medical  officer  is  quite  right  to  see 
that  pure  drags  are  supplied  to  the  people,  but  that  tie 
officials  might  surely  hit  upon  some  article  in  more  general 
use  than  mercurial  ointment.  The  three  defendants  were 
ordered  to  pay  "costs,"  but  that  12*.  6d.  only  covers  the 
analyst's  10s.  6d.  and  the  2s.  for  the  summons.  The  rate- 
payers paid  for  the  solicitor  who  attended,  and  the  drains  of 


the  parish  were  none  the  better  for  the  sanitary  inspector 
spending  two  afternoons  in  the  Court. 

WHAT  SOME  JOURNALS  COST. 
In  his  presidential  address  to  the  Nottiagbam  Section  of 
the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  Mr.  F.  J.  K.  Carulla,  of 
Derby,  suggested  the  institution  of  a  clearing-house  for  the 
purchase  and  sale  of  the  published  transactions  of  Chemical 
Societies  at  fair  prices.  He  illustrated  the  importance  of  the 
matter  by  mentioning  the  sums  annually  spent  by  the  various 
Societies  on  their  transactions  and  journals.  For  example, 
the  Iestitution  of  Civil  Engineers  spends  8,200Z.  on  its 
journal ;  the  Koyal  Society,  3.450Z. ;  the  Chemical  Society, 
3.086Z. ;  the  Koyal  Agricultural  Society,  3.051Z  ;  the  Society 
of  Chemical  Industry,  3.G48Z. ;  the  Society  of  Arts,  2.300Z.  ; 
the  Geological  Society,  2,000Z.  ;  the  Institution  of  Mechanical 
Engineers,  1.300Z. ;  the  Iron  and  Steel  Institute,  1,150 1. ;  and 
the  Institution  oE  Electrical  Engineers  about  1,000Z.  Mr. 
Carulla  has  omitted  one  of  the  most  interesting  examples — 
viz ,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  whose 
journal  cost  last  year  5,83U,  but  deducting  revenue  and 
adding  postage  the  net  cost  to  the  Society  was  2,2342 ,  or 
exactly  7s.  10\d.  for  each  student,  associate,  and  member  of 
the  Society.  What  is  known  as  society  journalism  is 
reputed  to  be  spicy,  but  when  we  spell  "  Society  "  with  a. 
capital  S,  it  becomes  expensive  i£  not  unprofitable. 

PHARMACEUTICAL  COMPANY  APPRENTICES  IN  IRELAND. 

The  action  commenced  against  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Ireland  by  a  young  gentleman,  calling  upon  the  latter 
body  to  show  cause  why  they  should  not  admit  him  to  their 
qualifying  examination,  is  likely  to  raise  points  of  great 
importance.  Mr.  Cleeland,  the  applicant,  was  apprenticed 
to  Messrs.  Grattan  &  Co.  (Limited),  of  Belfast,  one  of  the 
historic  houses  of  pharmacy  in  Ireland.  The  certificate  of 
previous  dispensing  service  required  by  the  Irish  regulations 
is  much  more  searching  than  that  called  for  in  Great 
Britain.  It  is  three  years  in  Great  Britain  and  four  years  in 
Ireland,  and  the  service  in  Ireland  must  have  been  done  with 
a  qualified  pharmaceutical  chemist  of  Ireland,  pharmaceuti- 
cal chemist  or  chemist  and  druggist  of  Great  Britain,  or 
apothecary,  or  with  a  firm  of  such.  The  question  to  be 
fought  is  whether  a  company  is  a  firm  in  this  sense.  The 
question  of  the  validity  of  the  regulation  may  also  come  up, 
for  though  the  regulation  has  been  approved  by  the  Privy 
Council,  it  may  be  possible  to  contend  that  it  goes  beyond, 
the  powers  allowed  by  the  Act  of  Parliament.  The  Irish 
Society  have  another  case  pending  in  the  High  Court  in 
which  the  company  question  is  involved,  so  that  it  is  likely 
a  definite  statement  of  the  position  of  comparies  as  regards- 
pharmacy  in  Ireland  will  be  arrived  at  before  long. 

WOMEN  AND  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 

Eighteen  years  ago  the  Comitia  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians  decided,  by  sixty  eight  to  eighteen,  not  to  admit 
women  to  the  licentiateship  of  the  College.  The  subject 
again  came  before  the  Comitia  the  other  day,  on  the  petition 
of  the  London  School  of  Medicine  for  Women,  and  once 
more  met  with  the  same  fate ;  but  on  this  occasion  fifty 
members  voted  for  granting  the  petition  and  only  fifty- eight 
against  it.  Those  who  spoke  in  favour  of  the  petition  were 
Sir  B.  W.  Richardson,  Sir  W.  Broadbent,  Dr.  Douglas  Powell, 
and  Dr.  Payne.  Against  it  were  Dr.  Charles  West,  Sir  Joseph 
Fayrer,  Dr.  Hare,  Dr.  Barnes,  Sir  Richard  Quain,  and  the 
President  (Sir  J.  Russell  Reynolds).  The  amusing  parts  of 
the  discussion  were  that  the  arguments  pro  and  con  were? 
exactly  those  which  one  hears  in  a  church  debating  society 
when  the  rights  of  women  are  under  discussion,  and  those 
who  were  opposed  to  the  admission  of  women  spoke  as  if 
they  were  oblivious  to  the  fact  that  women  are  already  in 
the  medical  profession. 
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%  |||pnnarist  as  Cabinet  jlttnister. 


"  fTVHE  Republic  has  no  use  for  chemists  "  is  said  to  have 
J.  been  the  answer  given  by  the  tribunal  that  bad 
condemned  Lavoisier  to  the  guillotine,  to  a  suggestion  that 
his  life  should  be  spared  for  a  few  days  in  order  that  he  might 
finish  some  experiments.  The  words  are  probably  apocry- 
phal, and  at  any  rate  during  the  century  that  has  passed 
since  Lavoisier's  execution  France  has  learned  to  appreciate 
chemists  and  their  work  at  least  as  well  as  Britain. 

The  most  eminent  living  chemist  among  her  sons,  Pierre 
Eugene  Marcellin  Berthelot,  whose  appointment  as  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs  in  the  Bourgeois  Cabinet  was  the  event 
of  last  week,  is  also  a  distinguished  member  of  the  pharma- 
ceutical body,  and,  unlike  so  many  other  eminent  men 
who  started  life  as  pharmacists,  he  did  not  forsake 
pharmacy  proper  for  technical  chemistry  at  an  early  age. 
M.  Berthelot  was  burn  at  Paris  in  1827,  and  graduated 
"  pharmacist  of  the  first  class "  in  1858  with  a  thesis  on 
"New  researches  on  bodies  analogous  to  cane-sugar."  In 
the  following  year  he  was  appointed  Professor  of  Organic 
Chemistry  at  the  Paris  College  of  Pharmacy,  and  held 
that  position  until  1876.  In  the  meantime  he  was  also 
elected  a  member  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine  and  the 
Academy  of  Sciences.  Since  then  he  has  been  "  Perpetual 
Secretary "  of  the  Physical  Science  Section  of  the  French 
Academy  of  Sciences.  Having  gone  into  political  life,  he 
was  given  the  Portfolio  oE  Public  Education  in  the  short- 
lived French  Ministry  which  came  into  office  in  December, 
1886  (under  the  leadership  of  M.  Goblet),  and  expired,  we 
believe,  in  the  beginning  of  1887.  M.  Berthelot  is  a 
Eepublican  of  a  more  or  less  opportunist  shade,  and  candid 
friends  aver  that  he  is  something  of  a  place-hunter,  in 
support  of  which  contention  they  quote  a  mot  of  Renan's 
(Renan  and  Berthelot  were  old  friends'),  suggesting  as  a 
fitting  epitaph  for  the  new  Minister  the  legend — 

Here  lies  Berthelot. 
This  is  the  only  Place  which  he  has  uever  solicited. 

Whatever  may  be  Berthelot's  devotion  to  the  Gospel  of 
Getting-on,  there  is  no  doubt  about  the  services  he  has 
rendered  to  Science.  In  the  chemistry  of  explosives  he  is 
a  kind  of  French  counterpart  to  Sir  Fred.  Abel,  and  is  popu- 


larly supposed  to  be  the  discoverer  of  an  explosive  so  powerful 
that  he  dare  not  reveal  the  process  of  manufacture  for  fear 
of  the  consequences.  It  is  thought  that  he  may  unlock  his 
lips  for  the  sake  of  his  country  should  she  ever  be  in  danger, 
but  we  are  pretty  confident  that  no  enemy  will  ever  be  ex- 


ploded with  the  substance.  M.  Berthelot's  greatest  scientific 
triumphs  have  been  won  in  the  domain  of  synthetical 
chemistry,  and  in  this  department  he  is  the  equal  of  the 
greatest  of  living  chemists.  In  1854  he  synthetised  stearin, 
margariD,  oleiD,  valerin,  and  butyrin  by  combining  glycerine 
with  various  fatty  acids,  thus  reversing  the  analytical  work 
of  Chevreuil.  From  this  promising  beginning  he  passed  on  to 
the  preparation  of  allylic  ether  and  artificial  oil  of  mustard 
(1855).  Next  came  the  synthesis  of  ethylic  alcohol  from 
defiant  gas,  of  metbylic  alcohol  from  marsh  gas,  and  of 
propylic  alcohol  from  propylene,  and  bis  discovery  that  the 
three  radicles  could  be  obtained  by  distilling  formiate  of 
barium,  and  that  formiate  of  potash  could  be  made  with  a 
solution  of  caustic  potash  and  carbonic  oxide.  Berthelot 
also  synthetised  formic  acid,  oxalic  acid,  acetylene,  benzol, 
styrolene,  naphthalene,  anthracene,  and  a  host  of  other  com- 
pounds. M.  Berthelot  has  on  more  than  one  occasion 
proved  himself  a  thoroughly  good  man  of  business,  a 
reputation  of  which  his  brisk,  sharp  manner  seems  to  bear 
out  the  truth.  It  must  be  said,  to  M.  Berthelot's  credit,  that 
he  is  free  from  the  narrow  Chauvinism  that  unfortunately 
obsesses  so  many  of  his  compatriots.  An  instance  in  which 
he  expressed  his  feelings  on  the  subject  of  international  intel  - 
lectual relationships  is  now  made  much  of  by  his  opponents  in 
politics.  The  occasion  was  a  circular,  sent  out  by  two  well- 
known  literary  and  scientific  reviews,  the  Deutsche 
Rundschau,  of  Berlin,  and  the  Mi  retire  de  France,  to  a 
number  of  prominent  men  in  France  and  Germany,  pro- 
pounding the  following  question  : — 

Are  you  in  favour,  apart  from  all  political  questions,  of  closer  intel" 
lectual  converse  between  France  and  Germany,  and  what  would  you  con. 
sider  the  best  means  to  bring  about  such  improved  relationship  ? 

Few  men  of  note  replied  to  the  circular,  but  among  those 
who  did  was  Berthelot,  and  he  said  : — 

I  am  in  favour  of  the  closest  possible  intellectual  relationship  between 
civilised  peoples,  and  especially  between  France  and  Germany.  Each 
nation  should  conserve  in  its  relations  its  peculiar  traits  and  character- 
istics, endeavouring  the  while  to  improve  itself  by  making  itself 
acquainted  with  and  assimilating  the  good  qualities  of  its  neighbours. 
This  is  the  spirit  in  which  I  have  always  kept  myself  informed  of  German 
discoveries  and  German  thought,  and  in  which  I  have  tried  to  keep  up  the 
best  relationship  with  German  men  of  science,  who,  moreover,  generally 
sympathise  with  their  French  colleagues. 

But  the  relations  can  only  become  thoroughly  intimate  upon  one  two- 
fold condition — viz.,  that  each  nation  renounce  all  idea  of  intellectual 
or  other  superiority  over  its  neighbours,  and  that  Germany  cease  to  proclaim 
before  the  world  the  antiquated  right  of  force  and  conquest,  and  restore 
to  the  people  annexed  to  her  by  force  the  modern  right  to  choose  their 
own  destiny.  It  is  the  abuse,  by  Germany,  of  her  victories  which  keeps 
alive  the  antagonism  between  nations,  and  which  threatens  fresh  catas- 
trophes in  the  future. 

It  was  a  courageous  thing  for  a  French  public  man  and 
aspirant  to  political  honours  to  write  those  words,  and  all 
neutral  observers  will  cordially  agree  with  the  first  half  of 
M.  Berthelot's  letter,  and  wish  that  he  may  be  given  the 
opportunity  in  his  present  position  to  apply  his  views,  so 
that  they  may  bear  practical  fruit.  M.  Berthelot  is  the 
reverse  of  a  "  dry "  scientist.  His  remarkable  discourse 
at  the  banquet  of  the  Paris  Syndical  Chamber  of  Chemical 
Manufacturers  in  1894,  when  he  outlined  social  life  as  it 
may  be  after  another  century  of  chemical  triumphs,  was  a 
revelation  to  those  who  did  not  know  the  brilliant  imagina- 
tive powers  of  the  orator.  Edmond  de  Goncourt,  one  of  the 
foremost  French  men  of  letters,  and  the  co-author  of  the 
famous  Journal  des  Goncourt,  thus  describes  the  new  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs  : — 

Berthelot  used  to  come  to  the  JIagny  (literary)  dinners  regularly,  but  he- 
was  a  late  comer  among  us,  and  I  do  not  remember  whether  he  followed  us 
to  Vachette's,  where  we  continued  our  meetings  after  the  War  and  up  to 
1872.  He  talked  a  great  deal,  and  we  listened  to  him  with  genuine  interest, 
because  he  said  new  and  curious  things,  which  seemed  to  us  to  be  full  of 
audacity  aud  ingenuity.  For  us  he  was  the  type  of  the  imaginative 
savant.  He  improvised  strange  theories,  destroyed  worlds,  aud  built  up 
others,  and  it  pleased  us  infinitely.  He  looked  like  a  young  working  man, 
with  refined,  but  not  very  distinguished,  features,  intelligent  eyes,  and  a 
rather  pale  complexion. 

I  have  not  seen  him  since  the  days  of  the  Magny  dinners.  We  were 
never  friends  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word.  We  happened  to  meet  on 
certain  evenings,  and  we  talked  ;  that  is  all.  Yet  I  really  esteemed 
Berthelot,  and  considered  him  a  man  of  great  intelligence,  a  savant  of 
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high  merit.  I  think,  though  my  sincerity  may  hurt  some  people,  that 
M.  Berthelot  is  refractory  to  all  literary  sentiment,  and  hostile  to  every 
kind  of  art.  He  would  have  made  a  shocking  Minister  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion. He  seems  to  have  quarrelled  completely  with  art,  for  which  he 
cares  nothing.  He  writes  correctly,  in  a  very  cold  style,  and  scrupulously 
observes  the  rules  of  grammar  ;  everything  beyond  is  a  superfluity  which 
he  neither  knows  nor  appreciates — vain  literary  ornament. 

This  artistic  and  literary  unrpgenerate,  however,  is  a  Vice- 
President  of  the  Council  of  Education  and  a  Member  of 
the  Council  for  Fine  Arts  and  has  been,  as  already  noted, 
Minister  of  Education.  He  is  a  member  of  the  French 
Senate,  to  which  he  was  elected  for  life  in  1880,  and  where 
he  acts  with  the  party  of  the  "  Republican  Left." 

The  French  Press,  with  its  usual  eye  for  the  lighter  side  of 
Nature,  has  lost  no  time  in  making  fun  of  the  new  Minister. 
The  cartoon  which  we  reproduce  below  is  by  Forain,  one  of  the 


leading  French  caricaturists.  It  starts  on  the  assumption 
that  with  a  "  pharmacien"  at  the  head  of  the  fleshpots  of  a 
.great  Department  there  is  a  good  time  earning  for  all  his 
brother  potichet. 

"What,"  says  the  customer  to  the  portly  pharmacist's 
wife,  "  my  draught  is  not  ready  ?  Hot?  is  that  1 "  "  Surely," 
answers  the  lady  with  the  condescension  born  of 
the  perusal  of  the  list  of  new  appointments  in  the  daily 
paper,  "  surely  you  can't  expect  it !  My  husband  has  been 
appointed  ambassador ! "  Another  joke  is  a  telegram  sup- 
posed to  have  been  sent  by  Rainilaiarivony,  the  dispossessed 
Prime  Minister  of  Madagascar,  to  the  President  of  the  Re- 
public, applying  for  the  post  of  Perpetual  Secretary  of  the 
Academy  of  Sciences,  "  vacated  by  the  appointment  to  the 
Foreign  Office  of  the  incumbent,  the  honourable  Berthelot, 
third  degree  of  honour."  British  chemists  remember  with 
.gratitude  that  Berthelot  was  one  of  the  first  to  recognise  the 
•importance  of  the  discovery  of  argon  and  helium,  and  the 
arrangements  which  he  made  for  Professor  Ramsay's  pre- 
sence in  Paris  at  a  critical  moment  of  the  controversy.  The 
hearty  acceptance  by  French  savants  of  Professor  Ramsay's 
-experimental  data,  was  of  the  greatest  assistance  in  estab- 
lishing the  correctness  of  his  discoveries.  M.  Berthelot  was 
elected  an  F.R.S.  in  1873. 


Harburn — Coates. — At  Bishop  Auckland  on  November  7, 
by  the  Ven.  Archdeacon  Danks,  Thomas  Harburn,  fifth 
aon  of  the  late  Mr.  R.  H.  Harburn,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Bishop  Auckland,  to  Miss  Rachel  Coates,  of  Richmond 
<Yorks). 

Mallinson — Fisher.— On  October  23,  at  Westgate  Con- 
gregational Church,  by  the  Rev.  W.  G.^ilym  Rees,  Mr.  Fred 
Mallinson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Heckmondwike,  to  Miss 
Sarah  E  Fisher. 

Moorman—  Deeks  — On  November  7,  at  St.  John's  Church, 
Shanklin,  Isle  of  Wight,  by  the  Rev.  W.  Barry  Cole,  Rector, 
Charles  Edgar  Moorman,  chemist,  High  Street,  to  Louisa 
Frances,  youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deek?,  Clifton 
House,  Shanklin. 
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HARROP.— Mr.  Arthur  W.  B  Harrop,  who  was  for  fourteen 
years  assistant  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Harris,  chemist,  Brookley,  S.E., 
and  who  about  a  year  ago  left  to  manage  a  business  at 
Laurence,  New  Zealand,  died  there  recently  at  the  age  of 
35  years.  Last  summer  the  proprietor  of  the  South  Eastern 
Herald  (Greenwich)  offered  a  prize  of  half  a  guinea  to  the 
reader  living  at  the  farthest  distance  from  Greenwich  who 
should  send  his  name  and  address  on  a  postcard  to  the  office. 
A  large  number  of  cards  were  received,  and  the  prize  was 
awarded  to  Mr.  Harrop,  who,  however,  died  before  it  could 
reach  him. 

Taylor. — The  death  occurred  in  Florida  on  November  7 
of  Mr.  J.  Traill  Taylor,  the  Editor  of  the  British  Journal  of 
Photograph)/,  and  one  of  the  leading  English  exponents  of 
photography.  Mr.  Taylor  was  in  his  66th  year,  and  was  an 
Orcadian.  He  finished  his  education  in  Edinburgh,  where 
also  he  learnt  the  watchmaking  trade.  In  the  early  fifties 
he  began  to  take  an  interest  in  photography,  and  through  his 
efforts  the  Edinburgh  Photographic  Society  was  founded. 
Here  he  came  into  association  with  Brewster,  Fox- Talbot, 
James  Valentine  and  others  whose  names  afterwards  became 
famous  in  photographic  circles,  and  he  himself  became  one 
of  the  foremost  photographic  lights.  In  1864  he  came  to 
London  to  take  charge  of  the  British  Journal  of  Photograph//, 
and  with  the  exception  of  a  period  in  the  eighties  when  he 
went  to  the  United  States  he  retained  thaS  position  until  his 
death,  but  it  was  his  intention  to  retire  in  March  next.  Mr. 
Taylor  was  a  prolific  writer,  and  somewhat  of  a  mvstic,  one 
of  his  best  books  beiog  on  the  photography  of  spectral 
figures. 

y&tdxfxtvdlon  of  %  Jjjyannattufical 
asters- 

WE  are  requested  by  the  Registrar  to  publish  the  following 
list  of  persons  whose  names  will  be  erased  from  the 
Registers  unless  they  communicate  with  him  on  or  before 
December  30  next: — 

Those  marked  (*)  are  Pharmaceutical  Obemists.  , 

Allan,  William    15  Argyle  Place,  Edinburgh 

Astrop,  Margaret    Barton-on-Humber 

Bathgate,  William  Lorimer   ..  23  Canning  Place,  Liverpool        '  " 

*Botham  William   Market  Place,  Potton,  Beds 

Broadrich,  Samuel   Dukinfield,  Cheshire 

Clause,  Samuel  Ruthbrook  ....  Paversham,  Kent 

Davies,  Charles    8  Swan  Bank,  Bilston 

Dempster,  Andrew   52  North  Bridge,  Edinburgh 

Dickinson,  Ann   78  Old  Hall  Road,  Sale,  nr.  Manchester 

Dickson,  David   Moss  Lane  West,  Manchester 

Divors,  Hugh  J   Castlebar,  co.  Mayo 

Fin-Hay,  John  46  Leith  Street,  Edinburgh 

Greasley,  John    17  North  Street,  Leeds 

Greasley,  Moses  Frederick  ....  17  North  Street,  Leeds 

Greenwood,  Samuel    11  Whitecross  Terrace,  Warrington.  Lanes 

Haltenden,  James   533  Wandsworth  Road,  London,  S.W. 

Hopper,  James  Henry   196  Belsize  Road,  Kilburn,  London,  N.W. 

Humphrey,  Thomas  Brigstocke  3  Quentin  Road,  Blackheath,  London,  S.E. 

Jones,  Joshua  Evans   Holton  Road,  Barry  Dock 

Kidd,  John  George,  jun  9  Newington  Hall  Villas,  Highbury  New 

Park,  London,  N. 
McAlister,  Robert  Dempster  . .  Biggar,  N.B. 

MacNalr,  Robert  Hunter   247  Leith  Walk,  Leith 

Maddison,  Thomas  Harwood  . .  69  William  Street,  Regent's   Park,  Lon- 
don, N.W. 

Mann,  Edwin    40  Kingsley  Road,  Liverpool 

Moir,  David   Yarburgh  Street,  Whalley  Range,  Man- 

chester 

Morris,  John  Buchan    52  North  Bridge  Edinburgh 

Newman,  Alfred  Pointon    6  Victoria  Street,  Crewe 

Parry,  Arthur    65  Jubilee  Drive,  Liverpool 

Russell,  William   52  North  Bridge,  Edinburgh  , 

Schofield,  John  William    Rothbury,  Northumberland 

Shepherd,  Charles  William  ....  Brook  Street,  Ilkley,  Yorks 

Soames,  William. .  -.  Wargrave,  Berks     •  ' 

Walker,  Charles  Henry   Liverpool  Road,  Great  Crosby,  nr.  Liverpool 

Waterhouse,  Thomas    Montreal 

Watson,  Charles   1  Booth  Street,  Hulme,  Manchester 

Wilson,  John  P   15  Granville  Terrace,  Child's  Hill,  Lon- 

|    .    •       -  ■  don,-  N.W.  -  .       -  -  *  ' 
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AT  the  first  meeting  of  the  sessioD,  last  week,  there  was 
naturally  a  full  attendance  of  Fellows,  anxious  to  greet 
one  another  after  the  recess  and  talk  over  its  events.  The  first 
paper,  too,  of  the  evening  was  expected  to  be  of  a  contro- 
versial tone,  and  this  helped  to  swell  the  numbers. 

Pasteur  and  France. 

The  President  read  from  the  chair  copies  of  the  tele- 
gram of  condolence  sent  to  Mine.  Pasteur,  which  was 
received  with  sympathetic  applause,  and  of  the  address  to 
the  Institute  of  France,  of  which  the  following  is  the  sub- 
stance :  — 

"  The  leading  men  of  the  French  nation  in  literature, 
science,  and  art  celebrate  to-day  the  hundredth  anniversary 
of  a  great  event.  There  had  perished  in  the  throes  of  the 
Revolution  a  group  of  Academies  which  for  more  than  a 
hundred  years  had  shed  lustre  upon  France,  and  had  con- 
tributed among  the  foremost  to  the  general  advance  of 
mankind.  It  was  an  eclipse  of  which  the  darkness  could 
not  last  long.  Two  years  later,  on  October  25,  1795,  the  law 
was  passed  which  revived  the  Academies  and  combined  them 
in  the  Institute.  The  Chemical  Society  of  London,  born 
half  a  century  later,  and  representing  one  of  the  sciences 
which  are  united  under  the  Academie  des  Sciences  Mathe- 
matique  et  Physique,  desire  on  this  occasion  to  record  their 
sense  of  the  splendid  additions  to  chemical  knowledge  and 
thought  which  have  been  made  by  members  of  the  French 
Academy.  They  respectfully  offer  to  the  Institute  their 
congratulations  on  what  has  been  achieved,  to  which  they 
must  now  add  their  sympathy  and  regret  for  those  who 
have  passed  away,  thinking  especially  of  the  recent  loss 
which  science  and  humanity  have  sustained  by  the  death  of 
the  illustrious  Pasteur." 

After  a  long  list  of  candidates,  Professor  Smithells  rose 
to  read  his  paper  on 

Flame  Temperatures  and  the  Acetylene  Theory 

op  Luminosity. 
At  the  outset  he  stated  that  his  paper  was  mainly  critical 
and  controversial,  and  he  did  not  understate  the  case.  He 
dealt  with  the  two  papers  by  Professor  Lewes,  published  in 
the  Chemical  Society's  Journal  and  the  "  Proceedings  of  the 
Royal  Society."  He  gave  details  of  the  measurement  of  the 
temperatures  of  different  parts  of  hydrocarbon  flames  by 
means  of  the  Le  Chatelier  thermo-couple,  and  showed  that 
to  obtain  readings  of  any  value  the  wires  constituting  the 
couple  must  be  so  bent  as  to  fit  the  particular  region  of  the 
flame  in  which  the  measurement  is  desired,  and  that  if 
the  sheet  of  flame  be  thin,  even  this  precaution  is  insufficient. 
Again  and  again  he  recurred  to  this,  utterly  disclaiming  the 
possibility  of  really  accurate  measurements  of  temperature. 
His  experiments,  however,  showed  that  the  exploration 
of  an  ordinary  flat  coal-gas  flame  gives  no  evidence  of 
sudden  change  of  temperature  in  a  vertical  plane ;  but 
when  the  couple  is  moved  from  the  '  middle  of  the 
flame  outwards  it  suddenly  rises,  and  the  mantle  has 
a  temperature  higher  than  the  melting-point  of  platinum. 
Professor  Smithells  then  turned  to  Professor  Lewes's  descrip- 
tion of  the  zones  in  flames,,  and  attributed  it  to  errors  in 
measuring  temperature.  In  fact,  he  showed  in  the  discus- 
sion that  certain  temperatures  given  by  Professor  Lewes 
were  higher  than  the  melting-point  of  platinum.  He  then 
turned  to  the  indirect  evidence  derived  from  the  flame  of  the 
equally  endothermic  cyanogen,  and  showed  that  its  yellow 
flame  was  due  to  ammonia,  and  not  to  carbon.  Professor 
Smithells  next  restated  the  theory  he  supports,  according  to 
which  a  luminous  flame  is  invested  by  a  sheath  of  gas  in 
non- luminous  combustion.  This  sheath,  which  is  double  at 
the  lower  part,  corresponds  to  the  two  cones  of  a  Bunsen 
flame,  and  produces  an  exceedingly  high  temperature.  The 
gas  within  this  sheath  is  intensely  heated  as  it  ascends,  and 
is  gradually  decomposed,  so  as  to  furnish  a  sheet  of  carbon 
particles  becoming  more  and  more  numerous.  These  glow 
partly  by  heat  and  partly  by  combustion ;  the  higher  the 
temperature  of  the  non- luminous  sheath,  and  the  greater  the 
relative  number  of  particles,  the  brighter  will  be  the  flame. 
This  is  well  seen  in  the  case  of  acetylene. 


One  remarkable  sentence  was  quoted  from  the  Roya* 
Society  paper,  where  Professor  Lewes  spoke  of  "a  solid  in  a 
state  of  molecular  division."  "  If  this  is  not  a  roundabout 
way  of  speaking  of  gaseous  carbon,  I  do  not  know  what  it 
can  mean,"  was  the  comment^  The  general  result  of  the 
paper  was  that  the  precise  steps  in  the  decomposition  of  a 
hjdrocarbon  by  which  carbon  is  deposited  are  at  present  un- 
ascertainable  by  any  direct  means,  but  as  the  glow  of  the 
carbon  particles  in  a  hydrocarbon  flame  is  in  no  case  greater 
than  that  acquired  by  a  platinum-  wire  immersed  in  the  same 
region,  there  is  no  ground  for  supposing  that  the  endothermic 
decomposition  of  acetylene  (of  which  substance  only  a  very 
small  quantity  has  been  found  in  the  flame  gases)  plays  any 
appreciable  part  in  the  phenomenon. 

After  the  paper  Professor  Smithells  exhibited  the  method 
of  exploring  gas-flames  by  a  bent  platinum  wire,  and  showed 
the  acetylene  flame,  with  which,  he  said,  he  did  not  wonder 
Professor  Lewes  had  fallen  in  love.  The  President  ex- 
pressed the  feelings  of  the  meeting  in  regretting  Professor 
Lewes's  absence,  and  though  Mr.  Lewis  Wright,  Mr.  Sworn, 
and  Professor  Armstrong  (who  is  still  uncertain  about  th& 
acetylene  theory)  spoke,  the  discussion  was  felt  to  be- 
adjourned  till  the  next  paper  from  Professor  Lewes  is- 
announced. 

Other  Papers. 

Dr.  Chattaway  read  a  paper  on  "  A  New  Series  of 
Hydrazines,"  and  the  remainder  of  the  list  was  taken  as 
read.  They  were  : — "  Note  on  Piperovatine,"  by  Wyndbam 
R.  Dunstan,  F  R.S,  and  Francis  H.  Carr;  "  Dibeczaconine 
and  Tetracetylaconine,"  by  Wyndham  R  Dunstan,  F.R.S.? 
and  Francis  H.  Carr ;  "  The  Action  of  Acidic  Oxides  on 
Salts  of  Hydroxy  Acids,"  by  Professor  G.  G.  Henderson 
and  D.  Prentice ;  "  Sodium  Nitrososulphate  and  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Nitrososulphates,"  by  Professors  Divers, 

F.  R.S.,  and  Haga;  "Normal  Hexane  from  Petroleum  Ether," 
by  Professor  Young,  F.R  S ,  and  G.  L.  Thomas,  B.Sc. ; 
"  The  Vapour  Pressures,  Specific  Volumes,  and  Critical  Con- 
stants of  normal  Hexane,"  by  Professor  Young,  F.R  S.,  and 

G.  L.  Thomas,  B.Sc. ;  "  Acidylthio-carbimides,"  by  Professor 
A.  E.  Dixon,  M.D. ;  "  Some  Constituents  of  the  root  of  Poly- 
gonum Cuspidatum,"  by  A.  G.  Perkin ;  " Note  on  the  Colour- 
reaction  of  Furfurans,"  by  Dr.  W.  H,  Laycock  ;  "  Periodides  of 
Theobromine,"  by  G.  E.  Shaw ;  "  Note  on  the  Action  of 
Hydrofluoric  Acid  on  Crystallised  Silicon,"  by  G.  S. 
Newth ;  "  A  Synthesis  of  Diphenyltriazoline,"  by  George 
Young,  Ph.D. 


Utancjjcsler  |1jmrmarcutif;al  |UsocmtbiT, 


AT  the  meeting  held  on  Wednesday  evening  at  the  Mosley 
Hotel,  Piccadilly,  Mr.  G  S.  Woolley  presiding,  Mr.  W„ 
Kirk  by  delivered  an  address  on 

Pharmaceutical  Education. 

Mr.  Kirkby  commenced  by  saying  that  their  ears  were  so 
constantly  assailed  with  complaints  of  the  curtailed  turn- 
over and  the  diminished  profits  of  pharmacy  that  it  required 
something  more  than  a  modicum  of  courage  to  introduce  such  a 
subject.  Attention  had  repeatedly  been  directed  to  the  urgent 
need  there  was  for  an  improved  Preliminary  examination,  and 
this  was  pretty  generally  admitted.  He  advocated  the  addition 
of  an  elementary  knowledge  of  mathematics  and  algebra. 
Mr.  Kirkby  proceeded  to  enlarge  upon  this  theme,  advocating 
that  for  the  first  examination  different  Latin  books  should 
be  set  every  year,  and  that  French  or  German,  as  well  as 
mathematics,  should  be  included.  It  might  be  objected  that 
the  remuneration  was  not  enough  to  pay  for  this  advanced 
education  ;  but  it  mnst  be  remembered  that  the  pharmacist 
was  not  to  be  merely  an  oil-dealer  or  colour-mixer,  but  to 
compete  with  the  expert  chemist  and  analyst.  He  thought 
that  in  the  little  time  the  student  allowed  himself  to  work 
up  his  subject  it  was  not  possible  for  him  to  obtain  a  fair 
knowledge  of  chemistry  and  botany,  and  of  the  application 
of  these  two  sciences  to  the  specialised  subjects  of  pharmacy 
and  pharmacognosy.  The  consequence  was  that  the  teach- 
ing of  pharmaceutical  chemistry  did  not  teach  pharmacists 
to  think  in  terms  of  chemistry,  and  the  student's  botanical 
knowledge  became  a  mere  catalogue  of  names.  At  present 
the  prosecution  of  the  study  of  chemistry,  and  of  botany 
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and  pharmacy  concurrently  was  a  real  hardship  for  both 
student  and  teacher.  An  opportunity  must  be  afforded  to 
the  pharmaceutical  student  to  take  a  general  course  of 
lectures  in  chemistry  and  botany  before  he  proceeded  to 
the  study  of  the  more  technical  subjects.  He  concluded  by 
moving  the  following  resolution  :  — 

That  this  meeting  considers  that  it  is  desirable  for  the  public  welfare 
and  for  the  advancement  of  pharmaceutical  education  that  the 
Preliminary  examination  should  be  extended  in  its  scope,  and  it 
ventures  to  suggest  to  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
that  steps  should  be  taken  to  accomplish  that  object. 

The  Chairman  said  he  agreed  with  most  of  the  opinions 
espressed  by  Mr.  Kirkby.  He  thought  that  the  scope  of  the 
Preliminary  examination  should  be  enlarged,  and  that  at 
least  some  one  or  more  of  modern  languages  should  be  added 
to  Latin.  He  thought  that  the  Latin  and  English  portions 
of  the  examination  were  pretty  much  what  they  ought  to  be. 
He  perfectly  agreed  with  Mr.  Kirkby  as  to  the  value  of 
mathematics,  and  he  thought  that  in  that  subject  the  Pre- 
liminary examination  might  be  extended  in  arithmetic,  so 
that  the  subject  might  not  be  turned  into  a  riddle  or  a 
puzzle,  as  it  too  frequently  was.  He  was  very  glad  Mr.  Kirkby 
had  spoken  out  on  the  subject  of  mathematics.  He  con- 
cluded by  seconding  the  resolution. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Young  (Warrington)  suggested  that  apprentices 
should  be  subjected  to  some  kind  of  an  examination  before 
they  entered  upon  their  apprenticeship,  and  that  an  employer 
should  absolutely  refuse  to  engsge  any  apprentice  until  the 
latter  had  passed  some  such  examination.  As  an  instance 
of  neglected  studies  on  the  part  of  many  pharmacists,  he 
pointed  out  that  they  frequently  wrote  to  the  trade  journals 
asking  the  most  childish  questions — questions  to  which  they 
could  easily  find  an  answer  in  their  own  books  if  only  they 
would  consult  them.  (Cheers.) 

The  discussion  was  continued  by  Mr.  Slack  (Stockport 
Road),  Mr.  Bowden  (Patricroft),  and  Mr.  H.  Kemp,  all  of 
whom  expressed  their  hearty  agreement  with  Mr.  Kirkby's 
views.  The  resolution  was  then  put,  and  carried  unani- 
mously. 

The  proceedings  wound  up  with  a  smoking  concert,  which 
passed  off  in  a  highly  pleasing  and  successful  manner. 


jjarlrmnmt  <tnft  ^nmWm$. 


SIR  RICHARD  QUAIN,  Bart ,  the  President  of  the  General 
Medical  Council,  gave  a  most  entertaining  address  to 
the  North- West  London  Clinical  Society  the  other  week, 
and  in  the  course  of  it  he  told  of  the  first  interview  with  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Health  in  regard  to  instituting  a 
General  Medical  Council,  and  otherwise  stamping  medical 
qualifications  with  a  State  mark.  Sir  Benjamin  Hall,  a  very 
radical  man  in  his  tendencies  and  a  homoeopath,  was  the 
President.  We  went  to  him,  said  Sir  Richard,  to  ask  him  to 
give  us  a  medical  Bill.  He  said  "  What  do  you  want  2  "  He 
said,  "  Do  von  mean  to  tell  me  I  am  not  to  go  and  consult 
anybody  I  like  1 "  We  answered  him  :  "  Yes,  consult  whom 
you  like.  Yoa  may  go  to  the  greengrocer;  we  have 
no  doubt  he  is  accomplished  in  simples,  but  we 
won't  allow  him  to  be  called  Dr.  Green."  He  as- 
sented to  that,  and  said  :  "  Let  me  remind  yon 
how  it  was  when  Lord  Althorp  was  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,"  and  he  told  us  this  story :  —There  was  a 
suggestion  before  the  House  that  nobody  should  be  allowed 
to  prescribe  unless  qualified,  and  Lord  Althorp  said  :  "  The 
last  financial  statement  I  had  to  make,  I  was  coming  down 
to  the  House.  I  was  suffering  intensely  from  gout,  so  that 
I  thought  of  turning  back  and  postponing  it,  but,"  he  said, 
I  went  into  a  chemist's  in  Parliament  Street,  and  he  gave  me 
some  medicine  that  relieved  me  immediately.  Am  I  not  to 
get  such  a  thing  as  that  ? "  he  said  ;  "  the  thing  would  never 
be  tolerated."  Well  you  know  that  tradition  exists  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  I  believe  nobody  would  ever  there 
say,  "  You  must  prevent  people  from  prescribing."  You  may 
prevent  them  from  calling  themselves  or  pretending  to  be 
doctors,  and  I  believe  in  our  Act  we  have  enough  to  prevent 
that ;  and  I  trust  whether  we  get  further  legislation  or  not 
we  shall  be  able  to  present  people  calling  themselves  doctors 
and  imposing  on  the  public.  That  is  quite  as  much  as  we 
shall  get. 


flew  Companiee  atrt>  Company 


Thomas  Tuknee  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  15.000Z., 
in  51.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire,  take  over  as  a  going: 
concern,  and  carry  on  the  business  of  glass  manufacturers 
and  merchants  carried  on  as  "  Thomas  Turner  &  Co."  at  the 
Savile  Town  Glass-works,  Thornhill,  Yorks,  by  P.  R.  Sewell 
as  the  receiver  and  manager  of  the  estate  of  the  late  T. 
Turner,  and  to  adopt  two  agreements  for  the  purpose. 

Joseph  Batson  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  25.750Z,  in 
101.  shares  (2,000  preference).  Objects :  To  acquire,  take 
over,  and  carry  on  the  business  of  oil  and  grease  manufac- 
turers carried  on  by  Joseph  Batson  and  Harry  S.  Batson  as 
"  Joseph  Batson  &  Co."  at  the  South  Staffordshire  Oil  and 
Grease  Works,  Dudley  Road,  and  Castle  Street,  Tipton, 
Staffs,  and  to  adopt  a  certain  agreement.  Registered  office, 
Castle  Street,  Tipton,  Staffs. 

John  Wood  &  Co.,  Leigh  (Limited)  Capital  15.000Z., 

in  10Z.  shares  (300  51.  per  cent,  preference).  Objects : 
To  acquire,  take  over,  and  carry  on  the  business  of  manu- 
facturing chemists,  bone-sizs  manufacturers,  oil  and  tallow 
refiners,  soap-makers,  &c,  carried  on  at  the  Park  Bone-works, 
Leigh,  Lanes.,  as  "  John  Wood  &  Co."  by  John  Wood  and 
Henry  Law,  and  to  adopt  a  certain  agreement.  Registered 
office,  Park  Bone- works,  Leigh,  Lanes. 

Dawkins  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  10,000Z.,  in  1Z.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire,  take  over  as  a  going  concern,  and  carry 
on  the  business  of  photographic  and  scientific  instrument 
manufacturer,  manufacturing  and  photographic  chemist, 
garden-pest  exterminator  manufacturer,  &c,  carried  on  by 
Wm.  A.  Dawkins  as  "  W.  A.  Dawkins  &  Co.,"  at  Birmingham, 
to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the  said  vendor  for  the 
purpose,  and  to  acquire  and  develop  certain  patents  relating 
to  lamps,  syringes  and  photographic  cameras.  The  vendor 
is  the  managing  director  at  a  salary  as  agreed  upon.  Regis- 
tered office,  40  Edmund  Street,  Birmingham. 

Newcastle  Puke  soap  Company  (Limited).— Capital 
2.000Z.,  in  10Z  shares.  Objects:  To  manufacture,  sell  and 
deal  in  pumice  stone  soap,  ordinary  soap,  special  soap,  and 
chemicals  of  all  kinds.  Registered  without  articles  of 
association. 

Doyeton's  Drug  stores  (Limited). —  Capital  1.000Z., 
in  11.  shares.  Objects :  To  enter  into  an  agreement  with 
G.  H.  Doveton  and  Mrs.  E.  H.  Doveton  to  acquire  the 
business  carried  on  at  "  Christmas  &  Co."  at  818  Holloway 
Road,  N.,  and  to  carry  on  the  general  business  of  chemists 
and  druggists.  The  first  subscribers  (each  of  whom  take 
one  share)  are : — G.  H.  Doveton,  1  High  Street,  Shoreham, 
gentleman  ;  Mrs.  E.  H.  Doveton,  41  Victoria  Road,  Clapham  ; 
C.  Croe,  5  Balham  Grove,  Balham,  gentleman ;  E.  Eckford, 
16  Aldershot  Terrace,  Balham,  bookkeeper ;  W.  J.  Woodward, 
95  Sarsfield  Road,  Balham,  cashier;  W.  Grimes,  St.  Mar- 
garet's, Twickenham,  traveller ;  R.  Sandham,  132  Alderney 
Street,  S.W.,  traveller.  Registered  without  articles  of  asso- 
ciation.   Registered  office,  818  Holloway  Road,  N. 


The  directors  of  the  Wilhelmsburger  Chemische  Fabrik, 
Hamburg,  intend  to  ask  their  shareholders  to  sanction  the 
liquidation  of  the  business. 

H.  H.  Warner  &  Co.  (Limited).— The  annual  meeting  of 
this  company  was  held  at  the  company's  offices,  86  Clerken- 
well  Road,  on  Wednesday,  November  13.  Our  reporter  on 
presenting  himself  was  refused  admission  to  the  meeting, 
though  an  official  promised  that  a  report  of  the  proceedings 
should  be  forwarded.  The  directors'  report  for  the  year 
ended  July  31, 1895,  stated  that  sales  had  on  the  whole  been 
well  maintained,  decrease  in  some  branches  having  been 
more  than  covered  by  increases  in  others.  A  net  profit  of 
21.006Z.  had  been  made  during  the  year,  and  this  added  to 
1 1,071  Z.  brought  forward  from  1894  enabled  the  directors  to 
pay  10  p.c.  -on  the  preference  shares,  clearing  off  the  arrears 
of  dividend  on  those  shares  to  October  31, 1893.    They  also 


November  16,  1895 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


737 


proposed  to  transfer  10,0002.  to  reserve,  and  to  carry  2,078?. 
to  next  account.  The  directors  report  that  prospects  in 
America  and  Europe  are  promising,  but  that  the  condition  of 
the  company's  trade  in  Australia  continues  to  be  unsatis- 
factory. The  share  capital  of  the  company  consists  of 
350,0002.  in  ordinary  shares,  200,000/.  in  8  per  cent,  preference 
shares,  and  70,000/.  in  6  per  cent,  debentures.  There  is  a 
reserve  fund  of  70  0002.  The  assets  consist  of  455,3352. 
invested  in  the  business  of  H.  H.  Warner  &  Co.,  Kochester  ; 
97,6782.  in  goodwill,  stocks,  plant,  &c. ;  in  the  branch 
businefses  in  Europe,  Australia,  and  Canada  177,5512. ;  and 
18,0032.  due  from  H.  H.  Warner  personally. 

The  Chemists'  Aerated  and  Mineral  Waters  As- 
sociation (Limited) — The  seventeenth  annual  report  of 
this  company  to  September  30,  1895,  states  that  there  has 
been  a  satisfactory  increase  in  the  sales,  profits,  and  mem- 
bership. The  new  members  in  the  past  year  number  313, 
making  the  total  number  3,279.  Of  the  new  capital  offered 
to  shareholders,  14,485  12.  shares  have  been  applied  for  and 
allotted.  A  certain  number  are  reserved  for  allotment  to 
employes  at  par  at  the  discretion  of  the  directors.  Chemists, 
not  members,  can  have  single  shares  at  25s  ,  and  the  directors 
are  prepared  to  consider  applications  from  present  share- 
holders for  shares  at  30s.  The  directors  have  purchased  the 
Mitcham  property,  and  also  premises  at  the  back  of  the 
Gifford  Street  factory.    Out  of  a  net  profit  of  4,2542.  (after 


paying  a  liberal  bonus  to  the  emplojes),  the  directors  recom- 
mend a  dividend  of  10  percent.,  with  a  bonus  of  7|  per  cent, 
to  shareholders.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  company  is  to- 
be  held  at  Anderton's  Hotel,  Fleet  Street,  on  Thursday, 
November  21,  at  3  p.m. 

Idris  &  Co.  (Limited). — The  annual  meeting  of  the 
above  company  was  held  on  November  11,  at  the  offices  of 
the  co  mpany,  Camden  Town.  Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris  presided 
and  there  was  a  large  attendance  of  shareholders.  The 
Chairman  stated  that  the  year  just  closed  had  resulted  in 
a  large  increase  of  business,  the  total  increase  in  the  sales 
being  about  60  per  cent.  The  directors  recommended  a> 
dividend  of  6  per  cent,  on  the  A  preference  shares,  7  per 
cent,  on  the  B  preference  shares,  10  per  cent,  on  the  A  ordi- 
nary shares,  10  per  cent,  on  the  B  ordinary  shares,  and  5  per 
cent,  on  the  founders'  shares.  After  providing  for  these 
dividends,  a  considerable  sum  was  left  to  carry  to  the 
reserve  fund,  which  would  then  stand  at  nearly  14,000t". 
The  Chairman  stated  that  full  depreciations  had  been, 
written  off  plant,  &c,  and  also  a  sinking-fund  had  been 
started,  which  would,  at  the  expiration  of  the  lease,  amount 
to  the  value  which  the  buildings  stood  at  in  the  balance  - 
sheet  Several  shareholders  expressed  their  satisfaction  at 
the  balance-sheet  and  report,  and  it  was  adopted  unani- 
mously. Messrs.  Arthur  J.  Hill,  Vellacott  &  Co.  were  re-- 
elected auditors  for  the  ensuing  year. 


Chemists  us  Utagors. 


PEERS  seem  to  have  beaten  chemists  this  year  in  the  race 
for  Mayoral  chairs.  Eleven  members  of  the  House  of 
Lords  have  been  elected  in  various  parts  of  England,  and 
we  cannot  count  more  than  seven  pharmacists.  Among 
these  the  following  have  been  re-elected : — 

Mr.  Alderman  Enoch  Palmer,  J.P.  (Conservative),  as  Mayor 
of  Grimsby. 

Mr.  Roderick  Evans  (Conservative),  as  Mayor  of  Limpeter. 
Mr.  Evans  is  the  eldest  son  of  Mr.  John  Evans,  of  Peterwell 
Farm,  near  Lampeter,  a  well-known  breeder  and  cattle- 
dealer.    He  is  50  years  of  age,  and  has  been  in  business 


Mr.  John  Gilling,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Saffron  Walden 
(Conservative). 

Mr.  John  Green,  chemist  and  druggist,  Christchurch,  Hants 
(Liberal).  Mr.  Green  retired  from  business  about  five  years 
ago  after  forty  years  in  the  trade.  He  was  succeeded  by 
a  Mr.  W.  S  Green,  from  Norwich. 

Mr.  Thomas  Clarkson,  chemist  and  druggist,  West  Hartle- 
pool (Liberal  Unionist).  Mr.  Clarkson  was  born  at  Darlington, 
and  apprenticed  with  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Hartlepool.  He  com- 
menced business  in  West  Hartlepool  in  1873,  and  has  been 
for  many  years  on  the  Council  of  that  town,  and  before  its 


Mayor  of  Lampeter. 


Mayor  or  West  Hartlepool. 


Mayor  op  Christc-huroh. 


at  Lampeter  as  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  for  just  half  of 
his  life. 

Mr.  Simon  Peter  Brendon  Newcombe  (Conservative),  as 
Mayor  of  Okehampton,  Devon. 

The  above  are  all  chemists  on  the  register.  Besides  these 
Mr.  Alderman  A.  E.  Lloyd  (Liberal)  has  been  reelected 
Lord  Mayor  of  Manchester.  He  is  not  a  pharmacist,  but  is 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Higson,  Llojd  &  Co  ,  manufacturing 
chemists  and  drysalters.  Mr.  Alderman  Charles  Turtius 
Mander  (Conservative),  who  becomes  Major  of  Wolver- 
hampton for  the  fourth  year  in  succession,  is  aho  a  partner 
in  a  well-known  firm  of  manufacturing  chemists. 

Among  the  Mayors  who  take  office  for  the  first  time  this 
year  we  find  the  folio  ring  pharmacists : — 


formation  was  one  of  the  Improvement  Commissioners.  In. 
addition  to  carrying  on  his  own  business  Mr.  Clarkson  is 
managing  director  of  the  Cliff  House  saw-mills,  and  is  also 
interested  in  shipping. 

Mr.  Barnard  Westlake,  chemist  and  druggist,  Windsor,  is 
the  new  Mayor  of  the  royal  borough.  Mr.  Westlake  figured 
in  some  lists  as  a  Radical  Mayor,  but  he  has  repelled  that 
charge. 

Mr.  S.  K.  Muspratt,  whose  name  is  familiar  in  the  ranks- 
of  chemical  industry,  is  the  Mayor  of  Flint  for  the  suc- 
ceeding year;  and  our  Plymouth  correspondent  informs  us 
that  Mr  T.  W  Martyn,  honorary  solicitor  to  the  Plymouth 
and  District  Chemists'  Association,  has  been  elected  Major 
of  Devonport. 
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prices  actually  paid  for  large 
fuenlUUs  in  buli.  in  many  casts  allowances  have  to  be  added  before 
rrdinary  pricei  can  be  ascertained.  Frequently  goods  must  be  picked  and 
sorted  to  suit  the  demands  of  the  retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and 
the  accumulation  of  rejections,  not  all  of  which  are  suitable  even  for 
manufacturing  purposes.  Further  points  which  should  be  borne  in  mind 
are  that  distributor  generally  has  to  bear  the  bulk  of  the  freight-charges 
on  the  goods  on  their  way  from  the  producer  to  the  retailer,  and  that  for 
many  articles  the  range  of  quality  Lis  very  wide. 


42  CANNON  STREET,  E.  C,  November  14. 

THERE  are  few  changes  to  report  in  the  drug  and  chemical 
markets  this  week.  In  fine  chemicals  especially, 
although  a  pretty  fair  trade  is  doing,  changes  have  been 
few,  the  principal  alterations  being  a  somewhat  increased 
firmness  in  carbolic  acid,  rather  easier  rates  for  citric, 
a  continued  firmness  in  glycerine,  and  lower  rates  for 
cream  of  tartar.  Asetanilid  is  reported  to  be  slightly 
firmer,  and  there  is  some  talk  of  a  coming  decline  in 
borax.  In  drugs  the  chief  alterations  are  a  consider- 
able advance  in  balsam  Peru  and  balsam  tolu,  a  firmer 
market  for  erode  camphor,  and  steady  rates  for  cinchona. 
At  to-day's  auctions  kola-nuts  were  somewhat  dearer. 
Rhubarb  also  showed  an  improvement.  Cape  aloes  is 
easier,  common  Socotrine  firmer,  asafcetida  and  buchu- 
leaves  easier,  benzoin  unchanged,  croton-seed  and  car- 
damom-seed higher,  cubebs  dragging,  gamboge  in  good 
demand,  ipecacuanha  rather  easier.  Musk  seems  neglected, 
eucalyptus  oil  in  good  demand,  senna  full  up,  vanilla  about 
Is.  Qd.  lower,  and  beeswax  rather  firmer.  In  essential  oils 
we  have  to  report  an  advance  in  oils  of  cassia  and  anise, 
and  a  good  demand  for  eucalyptus,  and  a  strong  market  for 
essential  oils. 


Acetanilid. — There  has  been  some  rather  better  demand 
lately  for  this  long-neglected  article,  and  slightly  higher 
prices  are  asked,  the  quotation  being  now  from  Is.  l^d.  to 
Is.  2d.  per  oz. 

Acid  (Carbolic). — Has  firmed  up  on  account  of  the 
increased  quotation  for  crude  material.  Crystals :  34°  C. 
remains  firm  but  still  unchanged  at  5jd.,39°to  40°  C.  at  5^. 
per  lb. ;  but  for  crude  60  per  cent,  the  lowest  quotation  is 
now  Is  6d§.  and  the  general  asking  price  Is.  Id.  per  gallon, 
while  75  per  cent,  is  quoted  at  from  Is.  Q\d.  to  Is.  IQd.  per 
gallon. 

Acid  (Citric). — Has  declined  after  some  weeks  of  com- 
parative inactivity.  The  Erjglish  makers  quote  Is.  3d. ; 
second-hand  holders  offer  at  Is.  1\d  to  Is.  2\d.  per  lb.,  which 
is  \d.  below  last  week's  figure.  Concentrated  Juice  has  fallen 
to  13Z.  per  pipe  f.o.b. 

Acid  (Tartaric;.— Quiet,  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  for  English 
from  the  makers,  and  Is.  l\d.  per  lb.  for  foreign. 

Aloes. —  Cape  aloes  is  about  Is.  per  cwt.  easier  for 
ordinary  qualities.  The  49  packages  offered  for  sale  to-day 
"included  nothing  of  really  fine  quality.  Forty-four  packages 
were  sold  at  from  2  Is.  to  22s  for  fair  to  good  hard  ;  18s.  to 
20s.  6^.  for  dull ;  and  from  17s.  down  to  15s.  6d.  for  very 
soft  quality.  Of  259  packages  Curasao  aloes,  the  bulk  sold 
at  45s.  to  47s.  per  cwt.  for  good  brown  livery;  14s.  6d.  to 
21s.  for  dull  to  fair  capey  ;  and  down  to  5s.  for  very  common. 
Socotrine  aloes  in  good  demand,  but  at  auction  only  14 


packages  of  ordinary  to  common  quality  were  sold,  at  from 
50s.  to  52s.  for  dark  mixed  in  cases,  and  from  30s.  down  to 
23s.  for  ordinary ;  fine  Socotrine  aloes  is  held  from  95s.  to 
110s.  per  cwt. 

Ambergris. — About  150  oz.  were  offered  for  sale  to-day  ; 
a  small  lot  of  dull  grey  ambergris  of  rather  soapy  flavour 
sold  at  55s.  per  oz.  A  parcel  of  white  "fossilised"  was 
bought  in  at  65s.  per  oz. 

American  Roots. — The  market  generally  remains  quiet, 
but  slightly  higher  quotations  are  reported  for  Hydrastis 
canadensis,  which  is  now  quoted  at  Is.  per  lb.,  and  for  Podo- 
phyllin  root,  for  which  19s.  per  cwt.  is  asked.  There  is  also  a 
fair  demand  for  Serpctvtaria,  which  offers  in  good  quality  at 
Is.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. ;  Sanyuinaria,  3d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. ;  Leptandria, 
5d  per  lb.,  c.i.f. ;  Cyprepedium,  bd.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. ;  and  Kava 
Kava  at  lOd.  per  lb.,  spot. 

Ann ATTO.— Five  bags  of  dull  dark  Madras  sold  at  the  low 
piioe  of  \\d.  per  lb. 

Antimony.  —  Twenty  cases  crude  Japanese  sold  at  the 
rather  low  price  of  17Z.  per  ton  to-day. 

Areca.  —  Ten  bags  offered  to-day  and  realised  12s. 
per  cwt. 

Asafcetida. — It  is  reported  that  small  sales  of  fine  pale 
detached  drop  have  been  made  at  90s.  per  cwt.  privately. 
The  rather  heavy  supply  of  529  packages  of  ^asafcetida 
was  offered  to-day  ;  it  did  not  include  any  large  new  parcels, 
and  comparatively  little  attention  was  given  to  it,  partly 
perhaps  on  account  of  the  high  limit  required.  43  cases  sold 
at  from  32s.  6d.  to  35s.  per  cwt.,  for  ordinary  dull  and  stony 
quality. 

Balsam  (Copaiba). — It  is  reported  there  has  been  a 
somewhat  better  demand  lately,  but  at  auction  to-day  no 
trace  of  this  was  shown.  A  parcel  of  7  cases  of  good  thin 
pale  balsam  of  direct  import  from  Pard  was  bought  in  at 
Is.  3Jd.  per  lb.  This  is  the  first-  lot  of  direct  import  that 
theie  has  been  seen  on  our  market  for  some  years  past.  Two 
packages  of  good  thick  Maranham  balsam  were  bought  in  at 
Is.  IQd.  per  lb.,  and  10  cases  of  thick  cloudy  brown  balsam 
imported  via  Hamburg  are  held  for  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 

Balsam  Peru. — The  importers  who  are  now  chiefly 
interested  in  the  article  have  made  rather  considerable  sales 
lately  at  the  parity  of  9s.  3d.  per  lb.  landed  terms.  These 
sales,  however,  are  tor  rather  distant  shipment,  and  we  under- 
stand that  the  goods  have  not  yet  left  Central  America. 
They  are  not  willing  to  make  any  further  sales  on  the  same 
conditions,  below  10s.  per  lb.,  and  have  nothing  to  offer  on 
the  spot.  The  last  business  done  on  the  spot  was,  we  under- 
stand, at  9s.  3d.  per  lb.,  but  it  would  now  probably  be  easy  to 
obtain  10s.  for  good  quality. 

Balsam  Tolu. — -Very  scarce  on  the  spot  and  in  strong 
demand,  the  asking  price  has  again  advanced  by  about  Qd. 
per  lb.,  being  now  3s.  per  lb.  for  genuine  quality.  We  do  not 
think,  however,  tbat  more  than  2s.  9d.  per  lb.  has  yet  been 
paid,  while  glassy  tolu  may  be  had  at  2s.  6d.  per  lb.  It  is 
said  that  no  supplies  are  likely  to  come  forward  for  some 
time.  At  to-day's  auctions  two  cases  were  shown ;  the 
quality  was  rather  red  in  colour,  and  the  price  asked  is 
2s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Benzoin. — Siam  gum  was  well  represented  by  70  pack- 
ages, of  which  about  17  sold  at  10Z.  for  bright  brown,  small 
to  medium  almondy  in  block ;  and  from  60s.  to  63s.  for  dull 
seedy  grey  block.  A  package  of  small  to  medium  pale 
clean  almondy,  partly  blocky,  was  bought  in  at  201.  per  ewt. 
Of  Sumatra  gum  only  78  cases  were  shown,  of  which 
17  sold  without  alteration  in  prices  ;  31.  2s.  6d.  to  31.  5s.  for 
good  seconds,  nice  pale  almondy  centres,  and  fairly  well 
packed  ;  and  11,  5s.  for  small  to  medium  almondy  and  false- 
packed  sides.  Of  Palembany  gum  a  considerable  quantity 
was  bought  in,  about  37s.  Qd.  being  the  quotation  for  the 
best  grade. 

Borax. — At  present  the  quotations  remain  unaltered,  the 
combination  price  being  21s.  for  Powder  and  20s.  for 
Crystal,  while  outside  holders  offer  at  6d.  per  cwt.  below 
those  figures.  There  have,  however,  been  several  rumours 
that  the  combination  contemplate  a  reduction  in  the  quota- 
tions. -  
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Buchu-leayes.— This  drug  was  represented  at  to-day's 
auctions  by  the  rather  heavy  supply  of  63  packages,  including 
20  of  new  import  and  of  unusually  fine  green  quality  round 
leaves.  T  welve  of  these  sold  at  6d.  per  lb.,  showing  a  decline 
of  \d.  per  lb.  in  value.  Eight  bales  of  rather  dull  yellowish 
leaves  realised  4rf.  per  lb.,  while  fair  narrow  leaves  were 
bought  in  at  6d.  per  lb. 

Caffeine. — Quiet.  Some  business  ha3  been  done  this  week 
at  19«.  per  lb.  on  the  spot. 

Calumba. — A.  parcel  of  154  packages  fair  yellow  mixed 
sorts,  from  Bombay,  sold  cheaply  at  from  14s.  down  to 
12s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  sound  quality  ;  other  lots  were  bought 
in.  The  market  shows  no  sign  of  improvement.  Another 
parcel  of  28  bags  slightly  yellow  mixed  root  sold  without 
reserve,  at  12s  to  12s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Camphor  (Crude). — On  Friday  last,  after  the  business 
mentioned  in  our  last  report,  further  sales  of  1,300  picnls 
Japanese  gum  were  made  at  175s.  c.i.f .  for  November-January 
shipment,  while  Formosa  camphor  in  the  same  position 
realised  170s.  c.i.f.  This  showed  slightly  lower  prices.  Since 
then,  however,  there  has  been  a  decided  swing  round  towards 
higher  quotations,  and  business  was  done  early  in  the  week 
at  182s.  6d.  c  i.f.  for  Japanese  (200  piculs)  November- 
January  steamer  shipment,  while  to-day  400  piculs  Japan, 
October-December,  sold  at  180s.,  c.i.f.  Market  closes  firm. 
The  exports  of  camphor  from  Japan  have  been  : — 

Lb~.  Value 

January  1  to  Jane  30,  1991       ..         1.363,110  $483,638 
„  „         1895     ...         1,529,593  $349,457 

Cantharides. — New  Russian  flie?  were  quoted  erroneously 
in  our  last  numoec  at  3s.  4<2.  As  a  matter  of  fact  they  may 
be  had  at  2s. 

Cardamoms.—  In  small  supply,  and  unchanged  in  price 
for  pods.  Seed,  however,  realised  an  advance  of  Id. — viz  , 
2s.  Id.  to  2s  2d.  per  lb.  Of  52  cases  cardamoms,  12  sold  as 
follows: — Ceylon- Mysore,  medium  palish,  partly  small  mixed, 
fair  round,  2s.  2d. ;  small,  but  good  round  pale,  2s. ;  small  to 
medium  brown,  Is.  6d.  per  lb. 

Cascara  Sagrada  remains  low  in  price.  One  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  bags  were  bought  in  at  from  17s.  to  18s. 
per  cwt.  for  fair  but  rather  thick  and  woody  quality. 

Cascarilla. — Thirty  packages  were  all  bought  in.  For 
brown,  partly  silvery  mixed,  good  bark,  an  offer  of  33s.  per 
cwt.  is  to  be  submitted,  while  for  another  lot  a  bid  of  36s. 
was  rejected.  For  30  casks  "  sittings  "  26s.  per  cwt.  would 
be  accepted. 

Castorum. — The  Hudson  Bay  Company's  winter  auction 
will  be  held  on  December  11,  wnen  a  somewhat  considerable 
quantity  will  be  offered  for  sale — viz.,  657  lbs.  Y.F.,  &c.  ; 
412  lbs.  N.R.  EM,  &c. ;  508  lbs.  Canada;  523  lbs.  N.W. ; 
total,  2,100  lbs. 

Cinchona, — The  public  sales  of  cinchona-bark  held  in 
Mincing  Lane  on  November  12  consisted  of  243  packages 
Ceylon,  440  Hast  Indian,  275  Javan,  384  African,  and 
157  packages  Bolivian  bark.  Competition  was  good,  and  of 
the  1,499  bales  offered  1,124  sold  at  very  firm  prices,  the 
unit  averaging  § d.  per  lb.  The  prices  paid  were  as  follow : — 
Hast  Indian  and  G.ylon  :  Ledgeriana,  l^d.  to  2d. ;  officinalis, 
l^d.  to  Q\d. ;  Succirubra,  l\d.  to  2d.  per  lb.  African : 
Succirubra,  l\d.  to  2\d.  per  lo.  Javan  ledger,  l\d.  to  3£d. ; 
hybrid,  2\d.  to  2\d.  per  lb.  South  American  cultivated  quill, 
b\d  per  lb.  At  to-day's  auctions  30  serons  of  fine  genuine 
hard  flat  Calisaya  (MC)  sold  at  2s.  per  lb.  for  sound,  and  at 
Is.  9d  down  to  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  for  damaged  bam.  Eleven 
cases  Med  bark  also  sold  "  for  account  of  whom  it  might 
concern"  at  from  Is.  10  $d.  down  to  Is.  l\d.  per  lb.  for  broken 
split  quill.  The  exports  of  cinchona  from  Ceylon  between 
January  1  and  October  21  have  been : — 

Year       ..      ..      ;.      ..      1895  1894 

Lbs.   813,577  2,219,688 

Civet. — The  position  of  the  market  is  rather  uncertain. 
On  the  one  hand,  fine  quality  seems  to  be  as  scarce  as  ever, 
but  common  kinds  are  much  more  plentiful.  Besides  the 
new  parcel  which  was  offered  at  the  last  auctions  another 
lot  has  come  in,  which  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  I 
different  broker  ;  all  of  it,  however,  is  said  to  be  of  a  very 
common  description.     At  auction  to-day  10  horns  were  | 


offered,  the  bulk  of  which  was  of  very  common  quality,  and 
bought  in  at  from  45s.  down  to  lis.  per  oz.  One  horn  of 
fine  civet  was  bought  in  (quite  nominally)  at  80s.  per  oz. 

Colocynth. — In  rather  better  supply,  at  slightly  easier 
rates.  Of  17  packages  Turkish,  only  1  bag  of  good  pale 
partly  seedy  apple  sold  at  2s.  3d.  per  lb.  In  Liverpool  it  is 
said  sales  were  made  yesterday,  at  2s.  4r/.  per  lb.  Of  Spanish 
colocynth  10  bales  were  bought  in  to-day,  at  from  Is.  2d. 
for  partly  dark  mixed,  to  Is.  6d.  for  good  pulp. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — Seems  quite  neglected  for  the 
j  moment,  and  quotations  are  still  tending  lower,  the  natural 
result  of  the  too  rapid  rise  which  was  lately  forced  on  the 
market.    To-day's  price  for  best  white  French  crystals  is 
I  nominally  90s.  per  cwt ,  f  .o.b.  Bordeaux.    Spot :  Crystals, 
98s.  to  97s.  per  cwt. ;  powder,  100s.  per  cwt. 

Croton-seed. — At  to-day's  auctions  a  parcel  of  15  bags 
of  seed  from  Colombo,  not  quite  so  nice  as  what  offered  at 
the  preceding  sale,  was  well  competed  for  and  again  realised 
an  advance  of  a  few  shillings,  the  whole  lot  being  sold  for 
50s.  per  cwt. 

Cubebs  remain  quite  neglected.  There  was  a  fairly 
plentiful  supply  at  auction,  but  no  berries  were  sold ; 
privately  32s.  6d,  per  cwt.  would  be  accepted  for  fair 
slightly  stalky  quality.  At  auction  a  bid  of  27s.  was  rejected 
for  some  berries  of  fair  quality,  sligtttly  stalky.  Seven  bags 
cubeb  stalks  and  berries  sold  without  reserve,  subject  to 
paying  charges,  at  5s.  per  cwt. 

Cuttle  Fish. — Six  cases  ordinary  dark  and  small  bone 
sold  at  Id.  per  lb. 

Damiana  Leaves. — Tending  somewhat  higher.  At  present 
good  quality  may  still  be  had  at  6hd.  to  Id.  per  lb. 

Dill-seed  — Twenty  bags  fair  East  Indian  sold  to-day  at 
12s.  per  cwt. 

Dragon's  blood  is  held  for  high  prices,  especially  as 
regards  the  good  qualities.  No  sales  were  made  to-day, 
although  no  fewer  than  52  cases  were  offered.  Fair  quality 
in  reed  was  bought  in  at  111.  10s. ;  fine  fiery  lump  to  common 
dull  saucers  at  from  10^.  10s.  down  to  6^.  per  cwt. 

Elemi. — Slow  of  sale;  49  packages,  including  some 
genuine  Manila  gum,  were  bought  in  at  30s.  per  cwt . 

Ergot  of  Rye  is  rather  neglected.  Spanish  ergot  of" 
the  new  crop  offers  at  10d,.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  terms.  At  auction 
to-day  18  bags  of  dark  small  but  sound  Russian  and  Germain 
!  mixed  ergot  sold  without  reserve  at  6d.  per  lb.  The  lot  had 
been  recently  imported,  but  was  apparently  of  old  crop.  For 
another  parcel  from  Vigo,  very  wormy,  tne  limit  is  said  to 
be  9d.  per  lb. 

Galangal. — For  a  parcel  of  32  bales  from  Hong  Kong 
25s.  per  cwt.  is  required. 

Gamboge  was  in  very  good  demand  to-day,  medium  quali- 
ties being  steady.  Of  40  packages,  22  realised  101.  7s.  6d.  for 
good  pipe,  partly  blocky,  of  bright  fracture,  and  from. 
9^.  7s.  Bd.  down  to  91.  for  partly  drossy  and  blocky  pipe  ricey 
mixed  to  fair  blocky  pickings. 

Glycerine. — Still  remains  very  firm,  the  lowest  quotation, 
from  Continental  manufacturers  being  651.  per  ton  for  double- 
distilled,  s.g.  1  260.  In  second-hand,  however,  it  is  possible 
to  buy  at  some  pounds  below  that  figure. 

Guaiacum. — Fine  qualities  continue  to  bring  good  prices. 
Of  27  packages  offered  to-day,  25  sold  at  2s.  3d.  for  good 
bright  gum  in  block  ;  from  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  5d.  for  fair  ditto,, 
and  from  lid.  down  to  3d.  per  lb.  (the  last-named  figure 
subject  to  approval)  for  racher  dull  to  very  common 
woody  gum. 

Guine A-GRAIN3.  —  Thirty  bigs  offered  without  reserve 
sold  at  19s.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Acacia. — The  supply  of  Soudan  gums  has  increased 
considerably  lately,  and  there  is  now  rather  a  heavy  accumu- 
lation of  stock.  Lower  prices  would  have  to  be  taken  to. 
lead  to  business,  but  the  demand  is  not  great.  At  to  day's 
auctions  a  rather  considerable  quantity  of  picked  Trieste 
gum  and  Soudan  sorts  was  brought  forward.  Medium 
palish  picked  sold  at  11.,  ard  some  dasty  sorts  fr>m  S  ez  at 
65s.  per  cwt. 
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Gum  Euphorbium. — A.  parcel  of  4  serons,  from  common 
woody  and  oil-damaged  rubbish,  sold  without  reserve  at 
10s.  per  cwt. 

Honey. — In  good  supply,  but  without  alteration  in  price 
A  few  lots  of  think  orange  Jamaica,  honey  sold  at  22s.  per 
cwt.  For  good  Czlifornian,  42s  per  cwt.  is  asked.  Australian, 
was  nearly  all  bought  in,  a  bid  of  16s  Qd.  per  cwt.  being 
refused  for  greasy  candied  honey  from  Adelaide.  Sales  were 
made  of  New  Zealand  at  38s.  per  cwt.  fornice  yellow  quality 
of  fair  aroma  in  tins. 

Ipecacuanha.— Brazilian  root  was  offered  to  the  extent 
Of  62  bales,  but  only  5  of  these  sold  at  a  slight  decline  in 
price — viz.,  from  4s.  lOd.  to 5s.  per  lb.  for  damaged  but  good 
stout  and  annulated  mixed  root.  Of  15  bales  of  Carthagena 
ipecacuanha  5  sold,  good  stout  and  damaged  at  Us  Ad.  per  lb. 

Jalap.  — Shows  no  alteration.  Seventeen  bags  were  shown 
to-day  and  bought  in  at  from  lOd.  to  Is.  per  lb.  for  fair  partly 
small  mixed  Vera  Cruz. 

Kola. — Holders  are  disposed  to  ask  more  money,  viz  , 
Is.  3d.  per  lb.  for  good  bold  washed  and  Is.  per  lb.  for  small 
washed.  It  is  doubtful,  however,  whether  those  prices  given 
can  as  yet  be  made.  At  auctions  to-day  28  packages  were 
all  bought  in,  bids  of  lOd.  being  rejected  for  good  washed 
quality.  We  understand  privately  that  11<Z.  per  lb.  has  been 
paid  for  fair  washed  from  Africa. 

Menthol  — Still  advancing  slowly,  but  steadily  ;  the 
bottom  price  on  the  spot  is  now  14s.  Qd  ,  and  for  small  quan- 
tities as  much  as  15s.  per  lb.  is  asked.  At  auction  5  packages 
were  bought  in  at  14s.  Qd.  per  lb.,  no  bids  being  forthcoming. 

Musk. — The  demand  for  this  article  appears  to  have 
fallen  off,  but  the  holders  generally  are  firm,  although  they 
could  probably  no  longer  obtain  the  figures  of  two  or 
three  weeks  ago.  Of  Tonquin  pod  musk  27  tins  of  first-pile 
were  offered,  of  which  9  sold.  Fine  blue  thin-skinned 
pods  were  bought  in  at  80s  ;  for  thin  blue  and  grey  skin, 
fairly  dry,  partly  broken  skins,  a  bid  of  67s.  was  rejected ; 
and  grey- skinned  small  to  bold  pods  were  bought  in  at  70s. 
per  oz.  Third-pile  pods  were  also  bought  in,  at  50s.  for  good, 
but  damp,  and  at  27s.  for  common.  Musk  trimmings  sold  at 
8jd  to  3d.  per  oz. 

Myrrh  — Unaltered.  About  27  packages  sold  at  70s.  per 
cwt.  for  fair  rather  dusty  dark  native  picked,  70s  Qd.  for  ordi- 
nary sort?,  and  15s.  per  cwt.  for  pickings. 

Nux  Vomica. — One  hundred  and  sixty-six  packages  of 
small  to  fair  pale  quality  from  Bombay  were  all  bought  in 
to-day  at  5s  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Oil  (Cod-liver). — Sixteen  casks  of  Newfoundland  oil 
were  offered  to-day.  For  a  portion  of  this  a  bid  of  4s.  3d. 
per  gallon  was  rejected,  while  4  casks  sold  for  4s.  per  gallon. 
Ten  barrels  Norwegian  oil  sold  without  reserve  at  145s.  per 
barrel. 

Oils  (Essential). —  Cassia  oil  has  again  advanced  from  3d. 
to  Qd.  per  lb.,  the  quotation  being  now  8s  9d.  to  9s  per  lb. 
on  the  spot  for  75  per  cent,  to  80  per  cent,  quality. 
Eucalyptus  oil  has  been  in  constant  demand  at  steady 
prices.  At  to-day's  auctions  several  parcels  were  offered, 
but  only  a  few  lots  sold.  For  good  oil  a  bid  of  Is.  Wd. 
per  lb.  was  refused,  2s.  3d.  being  the  price.  "Native  bear" 
brand  was  bought  in  at  Is.  Qd.  jper  lb.  For  Globulus  oil,  of 
dark  colour.  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.  is  required.  Ten  cases  of  fine 
globulus  oil  out  of  another  parcel  sold  at  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.  Ot 
'Cojuput  oil  10  cases  were  bought  in.  Star- anise  oil  showed 
bur.  little  animation  at  the  auction?,  where  it  was  offeiel 
•after  an  absence  of  about  a  year.  There  were  no  bids  at 
6s.  9d.,  and  the  two  parcels  offered  were  bought  in  at  9s.  3d. 
per  lb.  Japanese  Peppermint  oil  was  also  bought  in  at 
Qs.  9d.  for  dementholised,  and  10s.  per  lb.  for  40  per  cent, 
oil.  Two  cases  ?'  Cinnamon  oil  "  sold,  subject  to  approval, 
at  4A(Z.  per  oz.,  and  5  cases  distilled  Lime  oil  from  Dominica 
at  2s.  per  lb.  Citronella  oil  is  again  dearer,  Is.  5d.  per  lb. 
being  now  asked  on  tbe  spot,  while  offers  of  Is.  3\d.  per  lb., 
c.i.f.,  for  oil  in  drums  have  been  refused  this  week  by  Ceylon 
■exporters,  who  say  that  there  is  no  more  oil  to  be  bad. 
Lemongrass  oil  is  also  very  firm  on  the  spot  at  Zd  to  Z\d. 
per  oz.,  without  further  arrivals  in  sight.  The  market  in 
Cochin  is  said  to  have  been  cleared.  Oil  of  Lemon  is  quoted 
rather  firmer  from  Italy  at  from  3s.  10|<Z.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.,  up 
to  5s.  per  1K.,  c.v'.,  for  oil  of  guaranreJ  citral  content. 


Bergamot  oil  is  likewise  dearer  at  lis.  to  12s.  per  lb.,  c.i.f., 
for  fair  qualities,  while  for  Orange  oil  5s.  Qd.  per  lb.,  "c.i.f.," 
is  asked.  Star-anise  is  firmly  held  for  9s.  per  cwt.  American 
Peppermint  (H.G.H.),  10s.  per  lb. 

Opium  — There  is  no  alteration  in  London,  where  business 
has  been  almost  at  a  standstill  since  our  last  report.  It  is 
reported  that  the  stocks  are  much  below  the  average 
November  supplies,  but  in  the  absence  of  definite  statistics 
it  is  impossible  to  say  whether  this  statement  is  correct. 
Persian,  which  is  most  firmly  held,  is  quoted  at  from  lis. 
per  lb.  for  common  up  to  13s.  per  lb.  for  fine  quality,  while 
the  quotations  for  Turkish  opium  are  as  follows  : — Good  to 
fine  Soft  shipping,  10s  Qd.  to  lis  9d. ;  good  to  fine  Smyrna, 
7s.  Qd.  to  8s.  9d. ;  Druggists'  seconds,  Qs.  9d.  to  7s.  Qd. ; 
ordinary  to  good  Constantinople,  7s.  to  8s.  Qd.  per  lb. 

Orbis. — Several  parcels  of  East  Indian  orris,  some  of 
rather  poor  quality,  were  offered  to-day,  but  found  no  buyers. 
Of  Italian  root  21  packages  were  shown,  of  which  3  sold  at 
79s.  per  cwt.  for  fair  pale  Florentine,  and  at  61s.  for  ditto 
small  cut. 

Peel  (Orange  and  Lemon)  — Of  orarjge-peel  about 
50  packages  were  bought  in  to-day,  the  prices  required 
being  from  l\d  to  3d.  per  lb  for  fair  thin-cut  Maltese.  Of 
Lemon  peel  1  bag  good  coat  realised  Is  Id.  per  lb. 

Potash  Salts  —  Yellow  prussiate  is  slightly  firmer. 
None  is  offering  now  under  3d.  per  lb  ,  usual  terms.  Cyanide 
may  still  be  had  at  Is.  Hd.  per  lb.  for  98  per  cent,  from  the 
English  makers. 

Quicksilver. — Remains  unchanged  at  11.  Is.  Qd.  from  the 
importers,  and  Is.  less  in  second  hand. 

Quinine. — At  the  end  of  last  week  there  was  a  sale  of 
20,000  oz.  German  bulk  (2?.  $  S.  or  Brunswick)  at  tbe  price 
of  Is.  Id.  per  oz,  showing  a  further  decline  of  fully  one - 
eighth.  Since  then  the  market  bas  become  slightly  firmer 
again  and  buyers  offered  at  Is.  l^d  ,  which  has  not,  however, 
been  accepted.  For  second-hand  German  bulk  on  the  spot 
Is  l£d.  has  been  refused  this  week.  Offer  of  Is.  Id.  per  oz. 
for  Fabricca  Lombarda  quinine  have  also  been  refused, 
and  tbe  market  is,  upon  the  whole,  fairly  steady.  We 
refer  on  another  page  to  the  new  quinine  sold  at  to-day's 
auctions. 

Rhubarb. — A  very  strong  demand  has  manifested  itself 
since  the  last  auctions,  and  several  hundred  cases  have  been 
privately  disposed  of  at  firm,  but  slightly  dearer  rates.  The 
market  is  now  almost  cleared  in  first  hand  of  ordinary 
High  dried  root.  It  is  again  reported  that  the  price  for 
Shensi  root  has  been  doubled  in  China  on  account  of  the 
difficulty  of  collecting  it  in  the  growing  districts.  At  auction 
to-day  130  packages  were  offered,  of  which  42  sold  at  an 
advance  of  ±d.  to  Id.  per  lb.,  the  bulks  of  the  sales  consist- 
ing of  common  qualities.  The  following  prices  were  paid  :  — 
Shensi :  medium  to  bold,  partly  rough,  half  pinky,  half  grey 
fracture,  flat,  Is.  <\\i. ;  small  to  medium,  partly  spongy,  flat 
slightly  wormy,  three-fourths  pinky  fracture,  Is.  Q\d  ;  medium 
to  bold,  rough,  half  pinky,  half  dark  fracture,  round,  lOd. ; 
medium  to  bold  dullisb,  grey  fracture,  very  wormy,  round, 
3\d.  to  9\d  per  lb.  Canton  :  medium  to  bold  flat  coat,  but 
wormy,  9d. ;  wormy  round  and  flat  pickings,  5d  to  5ji. 
per  lb.  High  dried:  medium  to  bold  good  coat,  seven- 
eighths  piDky  fracture,  flat,  lid. ;  small  to  medium,  half 
pinky  grey,  flat,  wormy.  9d  ;  ditto  round,  9\d. ;  small 
wormy  and  dull,  from  3\d.  down  to  5d.  per  lb. 

Sarsaparilla. — Sound  genuine  Jamaica-root  was  bought 
in  to-day  at  Is.  Qd  per  lb. ;  damaged  sold  at  Is.  Zd.  to  Is.  0,d. 
per  lb.  Seven  bales  Lima  Jamaica,  all  damaged,  realised 
ll±d.  to  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 

Senna. — Alexandrian  leaves  are  in  good  supply,  but 
difficult  to  sell,  and  there  is  no  demand  wha'ever  for  pods. 
The  quotations  are  from  9d.  to  Is.  per  lb.  for  good  to  superior 
selected,  5d.  to  Id  for  broken  leaf,  and  from  Zd  to  3%d.  for 
sorts  and  sittings  ;  good  pods  offer  at  5d  to  Qd  per  lb.  At 
auction  130  package <  of  Alexandrian  were  all  bought  in. 
Of  Tinnevelly  senna  620  packages  were  almost  all  sold  at 
unchanged  but  full  prices.  Common  small  to  medium  yellow 
to  fair,  Id.  to  Zd.  ■  medium  greeuish  to  fair  green,  Z\d.  to 
3\d. ;  good  green,  Hd.  to  5d  per  lb. 

Star  Anise  —For  genuine  vhinese  95s.  per  cwt.  has  been 
paid  on  the  spot ;  the  quotations  are  exceedingly  high — 
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viz.,  115s.,  c.if.,  for  December-January  shipment.  At  to- 
day's auctions  35  packages  of  superior  Japanese  seed  were 
bought  in. 

States A.CEE- seed  remains  exceedingly  scarce.  Some 
time  ago  prices  were  declining,  but  they  have  since  again 
improved,  and  the  price  is  now  from  70s.  to  72s.  6d.  per  cwt., 
London  terms.  For  to-day's  auctions  5  bales  were  cata- 
logued, but  not  actually  offered.  They  are  said  to  have 
been  sold  at  75s.  per  cwt.  previous  to  auction.  We  under- 
stand that  a  vessel  laden  with  Trieste  produce  has  bean  burnt 
out  in  the  Thames,  and  that  it  contained  1  ton  of  stavesacre- 
seed  among  other  drugs. 

Tamarinds  — Fair  Barbadoes  is  reported  to  be  selling  at 
18s.  per  cwt. 

Tonca- beans  — Four  cases  good  to  fine  frosted  Para  and 
Surinam  sold  to-day  at  2s  3d.  to  3s.  per  lb.,  showing  a  firm 
market. 

Turmeric. — Bengal  is  again  lower.  At  auctions  on 
Tuesday  500  bags  sold,  without  reserve,  at  from  7s.  to 
Vs.  3d.  per  lb.  for  fair  finger.  At  the  same  sales  184  bags 
Madras  and  82  bags  Cochin  turmeric  were  bought  in.  Of  150 
bags  Madras  23  fair  bright  fioger  and  bulb  mixed  very 
wormy  sold  to-day  at  9s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Vanilla. — The  supply  at  to-day's  auctions  was  fairly 
large— viz  ,  265  tins — but  almost  the  entire  quantity  was 
made  up  of  arrivals  from  France,  the  principal  portion  con- 
sisting of  stocks  which  had  been  held  back  by  large  French 
holders.  Good  quality  was  well  represented,  but  buyers 
were  not  such  keen  purchasers  as  at  the  last  auotions,  and 
the  prices  to-day  ruled  very  irregular,  and  were,  on  the 
average,  about  Is.  to  Is  6d  per  lb.  lower.  The  total  quan- 
tity offered  weighed  about  4,200  lbs.,  and  was  nearly  all 
disposed  of. 

Wax  (Bees'). — At  auction  the  bulk  of  the  parcels  offering 
were  held  for  very  high  prices,  and  only  a  small  proportion 
sold  at  firm  to  occasionally  slightly  higher  rates.  Yellow 
bleached  Madras,  61.  5s  ;  fair  Zanzibar,  61.  12s  6d.  to 
61  17s  6d. ;  Australian,  good  mixed  colours,  11  ;  fair  Mada- 
gascar, 61.  10s.  to  61.  12s.  6d.  per  cwt. ;  Jamaica,  11.  15s  per 
cwt.  ;  there  has  been  a  good  demand  privately  for  Mogador 
wax  at  prices  ranging  from  85s.  to  120s.  per  cwt. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

(^The  prices  of  articles  not  specially  quoted  remain  unaltered  since  the  time 
when  they  were  last  given  by  our  correspondents.) 

The  condition  of  the  chemical- trade  is  on  the  whole  fairly 
satisfactory.  Of  late  there  has  been  a  most  extensive  turn- 
over in  almost  all  classes  of  heavy  chemicals.  Just  at  present 
the  demand  has  slightly  abated,  but  inquiries  for  home 
consumption  are  frequent  and  important,  mainly  owing  to  the 
improvement  which  has  taken  place  in  the  textile  industries 
generally.  Shipments  to  foreign  markets  are  also  heavy, 
especially  from  the  Tyne  and  Clyde.  These,  however,  will, 
in  all  probability,  decrease  very  shortly,  as  is  usual  at  this 
time  of  the  year.  Stocks  all  round  are  low,  and  accordingly 
prices  are  fully  and  easily  maintained.  At  the  same  time 
there  ate  rumours  abroad  that  some  slight  concessions  are 
being  made  in  Layers'  favour,  and  it  is  a  fact  that 
consumers,  or  those  who  buy  for  them,  appear  to 
be  less  anxious  to  make  purchases  than  they  were 
recently,  but  on  the  whole  the  rumours  referred  to  ate 
not  received  with  much  credence.  Bleaclung-pondtr 
is  not  moviDg  quite  so  rapidly,  but  prices  remain  between 
61.  15s.  to  11.  5s.  per  ton  net  according  to  markets  and  desti- 
nation. Caustic  soda,  is  in  good  demand.  Ammonia  alkali 
remains  very  firm  at  31.  12s.  6d.  per  ton  net  in  casks  on 
rails  for  58  per  cent.  ;  bags,  5s  per  ton  less  Soda  crystals 
are  quieter  at  unchanged  rate3.  Sulphate  of  ammonia  is 
very  dull,  both  for  prompt  and  forward.  Quotati;ns  now 
stand  8/.  13s.  9d.  f.o.b.  Leith,  81.  15s.  Hall,  and  81.  15s. 
Liverpool.  From  Leith  last  week  471  tons  were  e sported. 
Yellow  prussiate  of  potash  continues  firm.  Clilorate  of  potash 
quiet  bat  steady.  Chlorate  of  soda  scarce.  Sulphate  of  copper 
rather  lower,  161.  Is.  6d.  to  16Z.  10s  Liverpool,  and  161  15s 
to  17Z  delivered  Manchester  for  best  brands.  Green  copperas 
is  in  much  better  request,  21.  to  2s.  5s.  being  asked  for 
Lancashire  makes,  and  12s.  to  15s.  per  ton  on  rails  for 
Welsh.    Moderate  business  is  p^s3ing  in  Nitrate  of  soda, 


and  the  market  is  steady,  prices  ruling  being  7s.  l\d. 
to  8s.  per  cwt.  according  to  quality  and  quantity.  Salt- 
petre :  English  refined,  in  casks,  is  quoted  at  22s.  6d.  per 
cwt. ;  in  kegs,  23s.  6d.  Hyposulphite  of  soda  continues  very 
firm  ;  forward  inquiries  are  fairly  numerous.  Sal  ammoniac, 
fiist  and  seconds,  quiet  at  unchanged  values.  Arsenic  very 
firm;  152.  10s.  for  powder,  lump  27Z.  Bichromate  of  potash 
and  soda  firm,  with  fair  demand.  Cream  of  tartar  slightly 
easier ;  about  98s.  to  101s.  per  cwt.  for  best  white  powdered. 
Acids  quiet  all  round  :  Oxalic,  3^d.  per  lb. ;  Citric,  Is.  2\d. ; 
Tartaric,  English  Is.  2d,  foreign  Is  l\d.  Recovered  sul- 
phur scarce.  Alum  is  only  in  moderate  demand  ;  but  Sul- 
phate of  alumina  continues  to  improve.  Chloride  of  barium, 
best  refined  crystals,  and  also  the  calcined  product,  are 
moving  briskly.  Borax  is  steady :  crystals,  191.  10s. ;  pow- 
dered, 201  10s.  Lead  salts  dull,  and  acetates  generally  flat. 
In  the  Oil  market  very  little  business  is  being  done,  with 
the  exception  of  Oi've  oil,  which  is  fairly  brisk.  Kefined 
Petroleum  oil  is  slightly  firmer. 

The  Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  November  13, 
says  that  in  Acacia  gums,  Soudan  sorts  continue  to  meet 
with  moderate  request,  and  a  few  sales  have  been  effected 
without  change  in  value,  the  present  range  of  quotation 
being  48s.  to  60s.  par  cwt.  Brazilian,  meets  with  a  good  deal 
of  inquiry,  and  several  small  lots  found  buyers  at  2?s  6d. 
per  cwt.  Niger,  steady  and  in  fair  request  at  late  rates. 
The  week  has  been  a  very  busy  one  in  Beeswax,  the  market 
being  almost  entirely  cleared  of  Chilian  of  all  grades,  the 
prices  paid  having  ranged  from  11.  Is.  6d  to  81.  5s.  per  cwt , 
and  there  is  a  prospect  of  very  high  prices  being  demanded 
shortly  by  the  remaining  holders  of  st  ick.  Kola  nuts  have 
been  meeting  with  ready  buyers  at  prices  which  fl  actuated 
between  Id.  and  l\d.  per  lb.  Although  no  quotable  advance 
has  been  established  in  Castor  oil,  business  has  been 
done  at  2~,.d.  for  good  seconds,  Calcutta,  first  pressure 
French  at  2—fl.,  and  second  pressure.  2fed.,  while  Madras  good 
seconds  is  in  scanty  supply  at  2fad  per  lb.  Chilian  aniseed 
has  been  in  better  request,  and  sales  of  substantial  lots 
have  been  made  at  2ls  6d.  per  cwt.,  but  holders  will  not 
go  on  at  the  price,  22s.  6d.  per  cwt.  being  their  limit. 
Chilian  spermaceti  is  firmly  held  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  For  a 
parcel  of  Jaborandi  leaves  at  auction  2s  was  asked  for  one 
bale,  and  bids  were  invited  for  the  balance,  but  no  business 
transpired.  The  holders  of  150  bags  of  Nux  vomica,  of 
recent  importation,  ask  5s  6d.  per  cwt.  In  Cochineal 
business  has  been  done  during  the  week  at  Is  3^d.  for  silver- 
grey,  being  an  advance  on  the  last  price  paid.  Common 
Niger  capsicums  are  held  f  ,x  16s  per  cwt. ;  fine  Sierra  Leone 
37s.  6d.,  and  ordinary  32s.  6d.  per  cwt.  African,  ginger 
steady  at  25s.  to  26s.  per  cwd.  Honeys  are  steady  at  low 
rates,  Cream  of  tartar  firm  at  97s.  6d.  to  99s.  per  cwt.  for 
first  white. 


%  itctu  Cnajisb  (Quinine  Jfadorn. 


CONSIDERABLE  consternation  was  caused  among  quinine 
manufacturers  and  agents  on  Wednesday  morning  when 
they  discovered  in  the  drug- catalogues  for  this  week's  auc- 
tions an  entry  relating  to  6,000  oz.  of  sulphate  of 
quinine  of  a  hitheno  unknown — the  "  Imperial  " — brand. 
Telephonic  and  other  messages  passed  from  one  firm  to 
another,  and  each  man  asked  his  neighbour  for  information 
concerning  the  new  brand.  Was  it  a  hoax  ?  Was  it  German 
quinine  put  up  under  Euglish  labels?  Was  it  a  new  fac- 
tory 1  The  balance  of  opinion  seemed  against  the  proba- 
bility of  a  new  factory,  and  our  representative  heard  many 
innuendoes  and  suggestions  castiog  doubt  upoa  the  bona  fides 
of  the  goods  offered,  although  the  fact  that  the  parcel  was 
catalogued  in  the  sale  of  so  well-ki  own  and  respscted  a  firm 
as  that  of  Messrs.  Brookes  &  Green,  and  was  accompanied  by 
a  certificate  of  analysis  by  Dr.  H  B.  Paul,  declaring  the 
quinine  to  be  *'  of  good  commercial  quality,"  and  to  answer 
the  B  P.  tests,  ought  to  have  disposed  of  any  suspicion  of 
fishiness  in  the  transaction.    As  no  one  amoag  the  quinine 
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dealers  knew  anything  about  the  business,  our  representative 
this  morning  sought  out  the  office  of  the  "  Imperial  Quinine 
Company  "  in  Finsbury  Pavement.  "  The  what  company  ?  " 
called  the  housekeeper  down  the  speaking-tube  in  answer  to 
our  inquiry  (for  the  I.  Q  C.'s  name  does  not  appear  upon 
the  ordinary  notice-board  in  the  building)  —  Oh !  the 
Kynyne  Company — that's  in  Mr.  Simeons'  office  on  the 
second  floor."  Messrs  Simeons  &  Co.'s  office  was  found  to  be 
that  of  a  firm  dealicg  in  gelatine,  in  "  Congo  Soap  "—what- 
ever that  may  be — and,  apparently,  in  general  produce. 
Mr.  Simeon  courteously  received  our  representative,  and  in 
answer  to  his  suggestion  that  it  might  be  well  to  clear  up 
the  mystery  relating  to  the  whereabouts  of  the  factory — for 
Finsbury  Pavement  itself  bore  none  of  the  signs  which 
usually  betoken  the  proximity  of  a  quinine  works — professed 
himself  ready  to  answer  any  question  but  that  particular 
one. 

"  Why  not  1 "  gently  urged  the  C.  $  I).  man.  "  If  you  are 
going  to  sell  quinine  the  whereabouts  of  your  works  cannot 
remain  a  mystery  long.    Better  reveal  it  now." 

"  All  I  can  say,"  answered  Mr.  Simeons,  "  is  that  the 
quinine  is  made  here  in  London,  within  five  miles  of  this 
place ;  that  ours  is  a  perfectly  genuine  undertaking ;  that 
we  have  been  engaged,  for  the  last  twelve  months  or  so,  in 
building  a  factory  and  laying  down  plant  of  the  most 
modern  description,  and  that  for  about  a  month  we  have 
been  manufacturing  quinine.  Here  is  some  of  it,  and  you 
are  welcome  to  this  sample,  which  you  may  test  for  your- 
self, if  Dr.  Paul's  analysis  does  not  satisfy  you.  Bat  I  am 
not  going  to  tell  you  where  our  factory  is.  If  I  did  we 
should  have  all  our  competitors  prying  and  spying  about, 
and  our  workpeople  would  certainly  be  tampered  with." 

"  A  nice  suggestion  !  Why,  in  that  case,  make  the  quinine 
in  this  country  at  all  1 " 

"  Because  we  want  to  make  English  quinine.  We  are 
willing  to  stand  comparison  with  any  other  brand.  Our 
chemist  is  a  first-class  man;  he  helped  to  establish  the 
Amsterdam  quinine-works,  and  worked  there,  and  he  has 
also  had  experience  in  German  quinine-factories.  I  may 
tell  you  that  my  father,  many  years  ago,  was  a  quinine- 
manufacturer  in  Germany.  The  firm  was  Simeons,  Ruth  & 
Co.,  and  the  works  were  near  Frankfort.  The  factory  was 
subsequently  bought  by  Messrs.  Bohringer  &  Sons." 

And  then  Mr.  Simeons,  to  prove  his  good  faith,  showed  our 
representative  various  documents  indicating  that  his  firm 
had  recently  bought  considerable  quantities  of  cinchona  in 
Amsterdam  and  London.  Had  they  joined  the  agreement 
existing  among  the  other  makers  with  regard  to  prices  1 
They  had  not.  They  were  free  to  fight  as  they  pleased,  but 
they  would  not  do  so  unless  attacked.  No  unnecessary 
price-cutting  was  to  be  expected  on  their  part.  Were  they 
going  to  make  any  chemicals  besides  quinine?  No,  only 
quinine.  And  with  that  our  representative  took  his  leave, 
satisfied  that  the  business  seemed  a  genuine  one. 

In  the  afternoon  Messrs.  Brookes  &  Green  offered  the 
'•  Imperial "  quinine  at  the  drug-sales.  Two  1,000-oz.  lots  in 
bulk  went  at  12f  d.  and  13d.  per  oz.  respectively,  or  from  \d. 
to  \d.  per  oz.  below  the  current  market  quotation— a  very 
satisfactory  result  for  a  first  sale.  The  remainder  was  after- 
wards sold  in  the  auction  rooms  at  13d.  per  oz.  Before  pro- 
ceeding with  his  sale  Mr.  Green  made  a  few  remarks  about 
the  drug,  referring  to  Dr.  Paul's  analysis,  and  adding  that 
they,  as  selling  brokers,  endorsed  the  manufacturer's 
guarantee  of  the  genuineness  of  the  quinine,  which  was 
made,  he  said,  at  the  firm's  works  at  Stamford  Hill.  The 
Imperial  Company  were  prepared  to  have  their  brand  sub- 
mitted to  a  comparative  analysis  with  that  of  any  other 
maker  (the  results  to  be  published),  "  either  as  a  matter  of 
friendly  competition,  or  so  as  to  establish  the  Imperial 
Quinine  Company's  character." 

We  understand  that  the  Stamford  Hill  works  are  equipped 
for  a  moderate  capacity,  and  are  fitted  with  modern 
machinery,  and  that  there  is  no  truth  in  the  suggestion  that 
the  Imperial  Quinine  Company  has  bought  up  the  plant  of 
the  Widmore  Quinine-works,  dismantled  some  years  ago. 
The  entrance  on  the  field  of  anew  competitor  is  not  likely  to 
be  looked  upon  with  equanimity  by  the  older  makers,  and  it 
will  probably  have  some  effect  upon  the  course  of  the  market, 
inasmuch  as  it  may  render  difficult  of  execution  any  inten- 
tion to  advance  the  official  price  of  quinine  which  the  older 
makers  may  have  harboured. 


Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

In  letters  for  publication  correspondents  are  requested  to  express  tlie'ir  views 

as  concisely  as  possible. 
Correspondents  should  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and  denote  a 

separate  piece  of  paper  to  each  subject  of  inquiry. 
Tlie  name  and  address  of  the  writer  should  accompany  all  communications 

with,  if  desired,  a  distinctive  nom-de-plume. 


Dispensing  Proprietary  Medicines. 

Sir, — I  notice  in  your  report  of  the  case  headed  "  A  Pre- 
scription Dispute,"  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of 
to-day's  date,  that  a  witness  is  reported  as  saying,  of  a  pre- 
scription running  thus  "  Pil.  hydrastise  co.  (B.  &  W.)  .  .  . 
xij."  that  "  the  initials  '  B.  &  W.'  were  the  recognised 
indication  of  the  house  which  supplied  the  pills  ;  they  stood* 
for  Burroughs  &  Wellcome,  but  the  formula  could  be  made 
up  by  any  chemist." 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  point  out  that  this  is  a  grave 
misconception.  The  doctor  had  specified  a  certain  thing, 
and  the  dispenser  of  his  prescription  had  no  right  to  sub- 
stitute anything  else  ;  and  so  far  from  it  being  a  fact  that 
"  any  chemist  could  make  up  the  formula,"  this  is  the  exact  > 
reverse  of  the  truth,  since,  as  the  weight  of  pill  is  not 
given,  a  serious  error  might  be  made  in  the  important  matter 
of  dosage,  unless  the  correct  pill  as  manufactured  by  my 
friends  Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.  (of  which  the 
prescriber  of  course  knew  the  standard  weight)  were  dis- 
pensed. 

The  matter  is  an  important  one  from  the  standpoint  of 
chemist,  doctor,  and  patient  alike ;  and  while  I  take  it  that 
most  chemists  will  see,  unaided,  the  serious  error  into  which 
the  witness  fell,  there  is  a  possibility  of  misconception 
being  created  by  the  report  if  left  without  comment,  and  I 
therefore  venture,  in  the  common  interest  of  all,  to  ask 
permission  to  point  out  the  facts  in  your  excellent  news- 
paper. Respectfully  yours, 

John  Morgan  Richards. 

46  Holborn  Viaduct,  London,  E  C. 
November  9. 

[We  think  the  witness  from  whose  evidence  Mr.  Richards 
quotes  simply  meant  that  the  prescription  could  be  readily 
made  up  by  any  chemist,  the  initials  "  B.  k.  W."  being  suf- 
ficient to  indicate  where  the  article  could  be  obtained.  The 
essential  question  in  the  case  was  whether  the  prescription, 
was  explicit  or  not. — Ed.  C.  4"  -£>•] 


Epps's  Curacene. 

Sir. — Observing  the  correspondence  in  your  paper  on  above 
subject,  we  wish  to  say  that  there  is  no  connection  whatever 
between  the  article  named  and  ourselves. 

At  no  time  have  we  either  manufactured  or  sold  it,  an  d 
we  can  only  suppose  that  the  similarity  of  the  name  used  by 
the  actual  sellers  of  it  to  ours  has  caused  the  misappre- 
hension which  has  sometimes  existed  regarding  ourselves  to- 
arise. 

You  will  oblige  us  if  you  will  find  space  for  this  disclaimer 
in  your  journal.  Yours  truly, 

November  8.  Jambs  Epps  &  Co.  (Limited). 


Ext.  Ergot®  Liq. 

Sir, — Squibb  has  for  a  considerable  time  been  makiDg  a, 
fluid  extract  of  ergot  by  cold  repercolation  with  a  menstruum 
of  86  parts  diluted  alcohol  U.S. P.,  arid  1  part  acetic  acid. 
This,  from  the  very  look  of  it,  is  a  decided  improvement 
compared  with  the  B.P.  preparation,  which  is  a  stew  pure 
and  simple.  John  Mitchell. 

Inverness. 

.  [It  is  twenty  years  since,  in  making  ergotin,  the  first  stage 
was  to  percolate  the  drug  with  I  per  cent,  acetic  acid  until 
exhausted,  and  the  result,  we  found,  was  highly  satisfactory. 
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But  we  do  not  suppose  that  the  use  of  acetic  acid  is  original 
■with  Squibb.— Ed.  C.  $ .».] 


The  Ambergris  Question. 

Sir, — When  publishing  my  lines  in  your  last  issue  you 
thought  fit  to  accompany  them  with  some  marginal  remarks. 
In  reply  thereto  all  I  have  to  say  is,  that  my  letter  to  you 
was  shown  to  the  party  in  question  and  approved  by  him 
before  it  was  sent  to  you. 

This  must  close  the  correspondence  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned. Yours  obediently, 

42  Wilson  Street,  E.C.,  Louis  Schlesingee. 

November  13. 


Liq.  Perri  Dialysat. 

Sib, — The  other  day  I  was  testing  "  liq.  ferri  dialysat." 
for  its  s.g.,  and  result  was  1  048.  I  then  referred  to  the 
B.P.,  and  found  that  the  s.g.  stated  there  was  1 407.  I  then 
went  through  my  experiment  again,  and  found  a  result  of 
i'045.  I  also  referred  to  Attfield's  "  Chemistry,"  and  found 
it  to  be  1'407.  Not  being  satisfied,  I  again  referred  to 
"  Squire's  Companion,"  and  there  found  it  to  be  1047.  Can 
-you  explain  this  1  By  doing  so  you  will  oblige, 
Yours,  &c, 

J.  A.  B.    (190/29  ) 

[The  first  edition  of  the  1885  B.P.  had  the  misprint  1407, 
but  this  was  corrected  in  subsequent  editions  to  T047.  We 
•do  not  find  tha  error  in  the  15th  edition  of  "  Attfield." — Ed. 

a  s-  2?.] 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


■tmmediateinformation  on  pharmaco-legal  matters  it  Mailable  in  "  Pharmacy 
and  PoUon  Lam  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  Alpe't  "Handy-book  of 
Medicine-stamp  Duty,"  and  The  Chemists'  and  Dbuooists'  Diaby. 


188/9.  Anxious. — We  consider  that  a  month's  notice 
•given  on  October  18  means  that  the  assistant's  time  is  up 
on  the  evening  of  November  18.  If  you  have  passed  an 
•examination  equivalent  to  the  Preliminary  you  must  still 
,jpay  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  their  fee  for  the  First 
examination  before  you  can  be  registered,  and  have  the 
certificate  accepted  three  months  betoie  you  can  be  a  candi- 
date for  the  Minor. 


187/35.  Novice. — You  will  find  particulars  about  regis- 
tration of  trade-marks  in  the  C.  $  D.  Diary. 


188/44.  Salol.—  The  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  extends  to 
Scotland  as  well  as  to  England  and  Wales.  In  Scotland, 
•however,  the  Sheriffs  have  the  power  to  reduce  the  penalty 
imposed  by  the  15th  section  of  the  Act,  under  the  Summary 
Jurisdiction  (Scotland)  Act,  1881,  which  authorises  the  modi- 
fication of  all  penalties. 


186/22.  J.  W.  C-  Both  labels  would  necessitate  medicine- 
stamps. 


151/18.  Aqua. — If  your  orange  quinine  wine  is  not  so 
•medicated  as  to  be  unfitted  for  use  as  a  beverage,  and  is  sold 
under  the  Excise  wine-licence,  you  may  hold  it  out  as  a  pro- 
prietary article,  and  recommend  it  for  the  relief  of  ailments 
without  incurring  medicine-stamp  liability.  But  the  formula 
.you  name  would  not  make  a  wine  at  all.  It  is  a  medicine 
pure  and  simple,  and  could  not,  of  course,  be  treated  as  a 
wine. 


191/34.  Justice. — You  do  not  say  if  your  ^agreement  is  a 
written  one.  If  it  is,  simply  wait  till  the  instalment  is  due, 
and  if  the  other  party  then  refuses  to  pay  what  he  owes  sue 
him  for  it  in  the  County  Court.  If  the  agreement  is  not  in 
writing,  you  may  have  difficulty  in  establishing  your  claim. 
You  will  be  wise  to  place  the  affair  in  the  hands  of  a  solicitor 
before  you  take  legal  steps. 


194/4.  J.  Mitchell. — You  can  hardly  expect  us  to  fill  up 
space  discussing  with  you  elementary  points  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act.  The  fifteenth  section  expressly  provides  how  penalties 
thereunder  are  to  be  recovered,  and  it  is  in  accordance  with 
that  section  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  only  can  sue. 


196/23.  Cough. — We  should  think  your  design  is  an  in- 
fringement of  the  trade-mark.  That  you  do  not  call  yours  a 
trade-mark  does  not  affect  the  question.    It  becomes  one. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


Back  numbers  containing' formHtce,  educational  or  other  specific  information 

can  be  obtained  from  the  Publisher. 
N.B. —  We  destroy  anonymous  letters.    We  do  not  answer  queries  of  the  kind 

here  dealt  irith  by  post.    We  ask  that  separate  queries  shall  be  written  on 

separate  sheets  of  paper. 


24/95.  J.  W. — We  understand  that  the  following  repre- 
sents approximately  the  composition  of  the  Keeley  Cure 


(Red.)  :— 

Sodio-auric  chloride       ..       ..       ..  gr.  xij. 

Ammonium  chloride       ..       ..  gr.  vj. 

Strychnine  nitrate    gr.  j. 

Atropine   gr.  J 

Fluid  extract  of  cinchona         ..  Jiij. 

Fluid  extract  of  coca       ..       ..  3j. 

Glycerine  ..    |j. 

Water   ..  3j. 

Mix.  ... 


Dose  :  1  teaspoonful  every  two  hours  when  awake. 


160/4.  W.  R.  T—  The  sample  of  Polishing-paste  for 
Brass  seems  very  similar  to  a  formula  published  on  Sep- 
tember 25,  1893.    Try  this  :— 

Venice  tripoli  .,       ..       ..       ..       ..     1  lb. 

Spanish  whiting        ..       ..       .,       .,     1  lb. 

Pumice  (finest  powder)    \  lb. 

Oleic  acid   4  oz. 

Petroleum  jelly   4*  to  nuke  a 

soft  paste. 

The  oleic  acid  and  petroleum  jelly  to  be  the  crude  com- 
mercial articles. 


188/18.  W.  T.— (1)  Barrack  sergeant's  Drops.— See 
C.  4-  B,  September  15,  1894,  page  444.  (2)  Byrup  of 
Poxes'  Lungs. — This  household  remedy  varies  in  different 
parts  of  the  country,  some  giving  syr.  tolu,  others  syr. 
rhceados,  syr.  scillse,  oxymel  scillce,  syr.  papaver.,  and  simple 
syrup.  Equal  parts  of  oxymel  scillre  and  syr.  rhceados 
would  seem  nearest  to  the  old  idea.  Consult  correspondence 
in  vol.  xlii.,  1893,  and  O.  $  D.  Diary,  1894,  p.  380. 


161/14.  Ebona. — To  Preserve  Cornish  Cream,  &c, 
salicylic  acid  or  boric  acid  is  generally  used.  For  directions 
see  under  "  Milk-preservative,  '  page  507,  vol.  xlvi.,  1895 ;  also 
page  906,  vol.  xliv.,  1894. 


188/34.  Zephyr. — Sol.  Quininas  Salicyl. — Messrs.  Cooper 
&  Co  ,  of  Kensington,  make  a  preparation  of  this  character 
wiiich  mixes  clear  with  water.  We  do  not  know  how  they 
make  it. 


187/38.  A.  B.  C.  has  scratched  a  fine  plate-glass  window 
by  u-iug  a  gritty  soap,  and  wants  to  know  how  he  can  Polish, 
the  Glass  a^ain.  This  is  a  matter  which  is  quite  beyond  the 
aoilities  of  a  chemist,  for  special  apparatus  and  skill  are 
requisite,  although  the  operation  is  a  simple  one,  and  con- 
sists in  grinding  the  surface  with  finely-elutriated  emery 
and  rouge.  For  this  purpose  the  plate  is  secured  in  a  bed  of 
plaster-of-Paris,  or  otherwise  fixed,  and  the  mixture  of 
powder  and  water  poured  upon  it.  A  corresponding  sheet  of 
glass  is  then  moved  over  it,  and  the  operation  continued 
with  gradually-increasing  finenesses  of  powder  until  a 
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smooth  surface  is  obtained.  "  A.  B.  C."  will  be  able  from 
his  description  to  judge  whether  he  can  polish  his  plate 
n  situ  or  not. 


188/7.  H.  T.  W. — You  do  not  say  what  the  cause  of  the 
Flatulence  is.  Many  women  suffer  from  it  because  they  do 
not  eat  regularly  and  sufficiently,  and  you  should  assure  your- 
self on  this  point.  If  the  flatulence  comes  on  an  hour  after 
eating,  it  may  be  averted  by  the  following  dose  taken  with 
water  durirjg  or  immediately  after  the  meal : — 


Glycer.  pepsin,  acid.     ..       ..       ..  3ss. 

Vin.  ipecac   Utx. 

Tr.  nucis  vom     TCliij. 

Aeia.hydrochlor.ail   nix. 

M. 


Ketchiog  should  be  avoided.  If,  as  you  say,  the  pain  is  in 
the  bowels,  the  following  pill  may  be  taken  at  12  and  4 
daily  : — 

Ext.  aloes  aquos.         . .   gr.  J 

Ext.  nucis  vom. . .   gr.  aV 

Ext.  belladonn  gr.  4 

P.  capsici . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  -    . .    gr.  J 

Gly.  tragac  q.s.  ut  fiat  pil. 


185/49.  Pyrola  asks  our  opinion  of  the  following 
Neuralgia-powders : — 

Ammon.  bromidi    gr.  x. 

Quin.  sulph   ...      . .  gr.  i j. 

Antef ebrini   ...      .  t .      . ,  gr.  iij. 

Perri  carb.  sacch   gr.  xv. 

M.   Ft.  pulvis. 
One  every  three  or  four  hours. 

[As  a  specific  where  only  two  or  three  doses  are  likely  to 
be  needed  it  might  in  certain  cases  prove  useful,  but  as 
a  stock  remedy,  and  given  according  to  directions,  it  is  not  a 
commendable  combination.  Another  objection  is  that  the 
bromide  of  ammonia  in  combinations  similar  to  your  lecipe 
is  very  apt  to  diliquesce,  forming  first  a  moist  pasty  su  D- 
stance,  then  a  hard  brittle  mass.] 


187/15.  J.  G.  I.  asks  us  what  would  be  a  reasonable 
charge  for  the  following  Hair-lotion  : — 


Tr.  cantharidis  ..       ..       ..  . .  5i- 

Spt.  rosmarini  ..       . .  3ij- 

Liq.  ammonite   3ij- 

Pilocarpin.  nit.  ..  '   gr.  iv. 

Sulphur,  praecip.         ..       ..       ..  .. 

Aq.  rosse  ad    Jx. 

M.S.  A 


The  "  advertising  kalodeimist "  who  supplies  the  prescrip- 
tion offeis  to  supply  the  lotion  in  10-oz.  white  glass- 
stoppered  bottles,  post  free,  at  2s.  9d.,  and  he  does.  If  we 
analysed  his  lotion  and  happened  to  find  it  to  be  free  from 
pilocarpine,  we  should  not  be  surprised ;  and  if  we  had  a 
customer  who  objected  to  pay  6s.  for  it,  we  should  offer  to 
make  it  without  the  pilocarpine  at  Is.  6d.  So  made,  it  will 
be  quite  as  good  as  with  the  alkaloid. 


187/24.     G.    H.    (Norway).  —  (I)     Carbolic  Tooth- 


powder  : — 

Precipitated  silica   ,,  3x. 

Carmine  . .       . .       . .       . .    gr.  v, 

Carbolic  acid   9ij. 

Oil  of  cloves     ..       ..    ITlvj. 

Oil  of  peppermint    TT|v. 

Oil  of  wintergreen  . .       . .       . .       . .  TTlv. 


Triturate  the  carmine  with  the  carbolic  acid  and  oils,  add  the  silica 
gradually,  ana  sift  three  times. 

(2)  We  suppose  you  mean  by  "  American  Balsam "  the 
Canadian  balsam  or  balsam  of  fir.  We  are  not  aware  of 
anything  else. 

191/32.  H.  C.  A.— Plant  food.— The  sample  which  you 
send  consists  of  equal  parts  of  ammonium  sulphate  and 
sodium  chloride,  coloured  with  magenta. 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 

Lenticules. — I  guess  this  will  turn  out  to  be  lenticules 
of  salol.  I  really  forget  who  are  the  makers  of  lenticules, 
but  I  have  bad  a  list  with  them  quoted.  About  seven  or  eight 
years  ago  I  suggested  the  name  "  lenticule "  to  signify  a 
tablet  or  small  lozenge.  Pharmacist.  (175/56.) 

With  reference  to  "  Philomel's  "  case  appearing  in  your  last 
issue,  I  think  the  prescriber  refers  to  the  "  lentiiles  medica- 
menteures,"  a  kind  of  tabloids  which  are  manufactured  by 
Gustave  Chanteaud,  of  Paris.  As  they  are  made  containing  a 
large  variety  of  formulas,  such  as  analgesic,  diaphoretic, 
laxative,  &c  ,  I  cannot  say  which  of  them  he  refers  to. 

Gibraltar,  October  25.  Jerome  Lagan. 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 

192/71.    Makers  of  sal- prunella  balls. 

195/23.    Printers  of  illuminated  pockets  for  flower  seeds. 

189/5.  We  have  an  inquiry  for  the  "Royal  Road  to  the 
B.P.,"  but  have  mislaid  the  publisher's  address. 

191/10.  Can  any  Edinburgh  (or  other)  correspondent  send 
us  the  recipe  for  Dr.  Abercrombie's  cough-mixture  1 

191/30.  It  is  well  known  that  pickled  eggs  generally 
bought  at  grocers'  shops  are  only  suitable  for  poaching  or 
frying,  but  for  boiling  they  are  utterly  useless,  the  shells  crack- 
ing at  once  and  the  contents  beirjglost.  "Albumen"  has  been 
shown  two  eggs  which  were  pickled  in  July,  and  found  that 
they  boiled  as  well  as  ordinary  fresh  eggs.  The  grocer  from 
whom  they  were  got  uses  a  solution,  a  quantity  of  which  he 
pours  into  sufficient  water  to  cover  the  eggs,  which  are  only 
immersed  for  a  few  minutes,  then  put  on  a  rack  to  dry.  Can 
anyone  tell  what  the  solution  is,  or  any  such  solution  which 
will  accomplish  the  above  result  1  [We  have  used  salicylic 
acid  and  borax  successfully. — Ed.] 


IReyt  Week 


Secretaries  of  societies  will  oblige  by  communicating  to  us  from  week  to  week 
notices  for  this  section. 


Wednesday,  November  20. 

Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C  ,  at  8  P.M. 
Opening  address  by  Major-General  Sir  John  Donnelly,. 
K.CB  ,  Chairman  of  the  Council. 

Royal  Microscopical  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at  8. 
Mr.  M.  J.  Michael, "  Numerical  Aperture  Reconsidered  "  ; 
Mr.  F.  Chapman,  "  Foraminfera  of  the  Gault  of  Folke- 
stone." 

The  Western  Chemists'  Association  (of  London).  Annual 
dinner  at  the  Cafe  Royal,  68  Regent  Street,  W  ,  at  7  for 
7  30  p.m.  piecisely.  Members  can  obtain  tickets  (7s.  6d. 
each)  for  themselves  and  friends  from  the  Hon.  Treasurer, 
Mr.  T.  H.  Mathews,  68  Queen's  Gardens,  W.,  or  either  of 
the  Hon.  Secretaries.  Mr.  R.  H.  Parker,  F.C.S  ,  will  take 
the  chair. 

Brighton  Junior  Association  of  Pharmacy,  Newburg  Hall, 
at  9  p.m.  Social  and  musical  evening,  presided  over  by 
Mr.  J.  R  Gwatkin. 

Thursday,  November  21. 

vhemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  at  8  P.M.  Papers  to 
be  read : — "  The  Evolution  of  Carbon  Monoxide  by 
Alkaline  pyrogallol  Solutions  during  Absorption  of 
Oxygen,"  Professor  Clowes;  "The  Composition  of  the 
'  Lim.ting  Explosive  Mixtures  of  varibus  Combustible 
Gases  with  Air,"  Professor  Clowes  ;  "  Barium  Butyrate 
and  the  Estimation  of  Butyric  Acid,"  W.  H.  Willcox ; 
and  other  papers. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  103  Great  Russell  Street, 
W.C,  at  9.  Discussion  on  "Work  and  Policy  of  the 
Federation  of  the  Local  Associations." 

Linnean  Society ,  Burlington  House,  W.,  at  8  P.M. 

Chemists'  A  brated  and  Miner  a  I  Water  A  ssociation  (  Lim  ited). 
Annual  meeting  at  Anderton's  Hotel,  Fleet  Street, 
London,  at  3  p.m. 


